More than One Million Practice Makes Perfect Books Sold! 



Hasi^H 

Japanese 

■ Take confident first steps in Japanese 

a Learn grammar and useful vocabulary in 
bite-sized lessons 

■ Practice with hundreds of skill-building 
exercises 


— 3 _ 






Eriko Sato, PhD 


McGraw-Hill 





PRACTICE 



MAKES 



PERFECT 



Basic 

Japanese 



This page intentionally left blank 



PRACTICE 



MAKES 



PERFECT 



Basic 

Japanese 


Eriko Sato, PhD 


Me 

Graw 

Hill 

Education 


New York Chicago San Francisco Athens London Madrid 
Mexico City Milan New Delhi Singapore Sydney Toronto 



Copyright © 2014 by McGraw-Hill Education. All rights reserved. Printed in the United 
States of America. Except as permitted under the United States Copyright Act of 1976, no 
part of this publication may be reproduced or distributed in any form or by any means, 
or stored in a database or retrieval system, without the prior written permission of the 
publisher. 


123456789 10 QVS/QVS 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 

ISBN 978-0-07-180833-0 
MHID 0-07-180833-7 

e-ISBN 978-0-07-180834-7 
e-MHID 0-07-180834-5 


Library of Congress Control Number 2013934767 

McGraw-Hill Education, the McGraw-Hill Education logo. Practice Makes Perfect, and 
related trade dress are trademarks or registered trademarks of McGraw-Hill Education and / 
or its affiliates in the United States and other countries and may not be used without written 
permission. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. McGraw-Hill 
Education is not associated with any product or vendor mentioned in this book. 

McGraw-Hill Education products are available at special quantity discounts to use as 
premiums and sales promotions or for use in corporate training programs. To contact a 
representative, please visit the Contact Us pages at www.mhprofessional.com. 

This book is printed on acid-free paper. 


Contents 


Introduction xiii 

1 Let’s say and write Japanese words! l 

Basic Japanese sounds and kana characters 1 
The first 10 hiragana 2 
The second 10 hiragana 4 
The third 10 hiragana 6 
The last 16 hiragana 9 
Basic vocabulary with simple sounds 10 
Words for body parts 10 
Words for nature 11 

Double consonants, long vowels, and family terms 12 
Small D 12 
Adding a vowel 12 
Addressing older family members 12 
Diacritics for voiced and plosive sounds and food terms 13 
Diacritics " and ° 13 
Names of Japanese food 14 
Palatalized sounds 14 

Using small ya, yu, or yo 14 
Japanese words you might already know 15 
Reading basic katakana 15 
Special katakana combinations 18 
Country names written in katakana 18 
Writing sentences 20 
Kanji 20 

2 Getting to know someone 23 

Introducing yourself with Hajimemashite 23 

Occupational and respectful titles 23 

Asking f)' 1 Dochira kara desu ka ( Where are 

you from?) 24 

The question word dochira and the particle tl^ kara 24 


V 


Personal pronouns anata, %L watashi, and "§! boku 24 

Names for countries, regions, and cities 24 
Describing the nationality of a person 26 
To say “x is y" with . . . (i wa . . . T'lT desu 27 
To express additional items with . . . t mo 27 
Nationality 27 
Languages 27 

Referring to someone with $o(D ano ... 29 
ano 29 

Words for people 29 

Describing the occupation of a person 29 
Creating a modifier using a noun and (D no 30 
Words for occupation 30 
Words for institutions 30 
Talking about family members 32 
Asking questions 33 

Asking yes/no questions 33 
Answering with “yes” or “no” 33 
Asking “who?” 34 
Greeting and parting 36 
Greeting 36 
Parting 36 

Thanking and apologizing 37 
Saying “thank you” 37 
Apologizing 38 

Referring to things around you 39 
Demonstrative adjectives 39 
Things around you 39 

Demonstrative pronouns Utl kore, -ftl sore, and $)tl are 39 
Asking “which?” “what?" and “whose?” 40 

The question word E <E> dono or Etl dore (which) 40 
The question word M nani/nan (what) 41 
The question word /ctl© dare no (whose) 41 

Using numbers 44 

Numbers from 1 to 10 44 
Numbers from 11 to 99 45 
Numbers from 100 to 99,999 46 
Expressing age with the counter HE sai 47 
Telephone numbers 48 
Telling time 50 

Counters for time: Bit ji and ft fun 50 
Relative time expressions 50 
Daily time frames 51 


The calendar 53 
Days of the week 53 
Months 53 
Days of the month 53 
Asking “when?” 54 

Question word l 'O itsu (when) 55 
Japanese national holidays 55 
Asking “how much?” at a store 57 

Things you might buy at an electronics store 57 
Asking “how much?” with fKG ikura 57 
Shopping by saying . . . l'* o kudasai 58 

Listing nouns with h to 58 
Asking “how many?” with counters 59 
Using number phrases in a sentence 59 
Frequently used counters 59 

4 Around town 63 

Basic verb forms and verb classes 63 
Dictionary and masu forms of verbs 63 
Ru and u verbs 63 
Frequently used verbs 65 
Going to the supermarket 68 

Showing the destination with fa ni or e 68 
The polite non-past negative suffix masen 68 

The negative scope marker (i wa 68 
Places around town 68 
Stores: . . . M ya 69 

Asking “where?” and saying anywhere , somewhere, 
and nowhere 70 
Asking “where?” 70 
Existential pronouns 71 
Negative pronouns 71 
Habitual actions 73 

Asking about habitual actions with cfc's yoku (often) 73 
Frequency adverbs 73 
Making suggestions 74 

. . . masen ka and . . . SLcfcb masho 74 

Specifying an absolute time with fa ni 75 
Saying approximately 75 

Expressing the purpose of going with . . . fa-fa ^ ni iku 75 
Transportation 77 

Specifying the form of transportation with T? de 77 
Words for transportation 77 
Counters for hours and minutes 78 
Sentence-ending particles fa ne and yo 78 


5 Talking about activities 81 

Recurring activities 81 

Words for proportional frequency 81 
The direct object marker o 81 
Daily routines 81 

Specifying the location of activities with T? de 82 
Activities on weekends 82 
The verb to play 83 
Identifying the action performer 86 

Specifying the action performer with the subject marker //' ga 86 
Specifying the accompanying action performer with t. to 87 
Talking about the past 89 

. . . SL/c mashita and Slir/uT'L/c masendeshita 89 

The conjunctions sorekara, demo, and 

desukara 89 

Expressing your plans 90 
. . . 'OfeDT'f' tsumori desu 90 
Nai form 91 

Telling what you can do: Potential form 92 
Making requests 94 
Te form 95 

Requesting with . . . TX/ccit'' te kudasai 95 
Talking about “now” with . . . TV' 1 '?) te iru 97 
Progressive state 97 
Habitual state 97 
Resulting state 97 
Adverbs for intervals 98 
Adverbs for the aspects of an action 98 

6 Talking about people and things and their 
locations 101 

Existential verbs aru, iru, and 
irassharu 101 
Pronouns for locations 102 
Animals 102 
Plants 102 

. . . . . . ni (wa) 

. . . ga arimasu/imasu 102 

. . . (i . . . . . . wa . . . ni arimasu/imasu 103 

In a house 105 

Rooms and areas in a house 105 
Household items 106 
Things in a bedroom 106 
Expressing where things are 108 
Relative location words 108 
Compass directions 109 


Giving directions 111 

Useful landmarks for giving directions 111 
Actions needed for giving directions 111 
Marking the area covered by movement with o 111 
Marking the direction with til ni 111 
The conjunction sosuruto (then) 112 

The ordinal counter creator ... § me 112 
Expressing human relationships 113 
Expressing events and incidents 115 
Words for scheduled events 116 
Words for accidents, incidents, and disasters 116 
The conjunction sorede (as a result) 116 

7 Describing things 119 

Adjective types 119 
Describing buildings and rooms 120 
Adjectives in the non-past forms 120 
Describing buildings 121 
Describing rooms 121 

Encouraging someone to do something with dfp-? dozo 121 
Entering your friend's house with ojamashimasu 121 

Character of a person 123 
Personality 123 

Question words for state: }LhJs. donna and if p do 124 
Adverbs of degree 124 
Appearance of a person 126 
Double subject 126 

Words for describing the appearance of people 126 
Language learning 128 

Expressing degree of difficulty with . . . nikui and 

. . . yasui 128 

Words for describing courses 128 
The conjunction 'ttlllH soreni 129 
Deciding on a travel destination 130 
Sightseeing attractions 130 
Description of places 130 
Seasons and climates 130 
Listing examples with ya 130 
Places you may visit in Japan 131 
Describing a meal at a restaurant 132 
Adjectives in the past tense 132 
Words for ethnic cuisine 132 
Words for tastes 132 


Contents ix 


Preferences and skills 134 

Indicating what you like and dislike with tf' ga 134 
Words for preferences 134 
Nominalizing a verb with <D no 134 
Words for skills 134 
Saying what you want 136 

Expressing desire with (SLW hoshii 136 
Expressing desire with . . . tc l' 1 tai 136 
Clothing 137 

Words for colors 137 
Words for sizes 137 
Descriptions of clothing 137 

Showing excessiveness with . . . sugiru 138 

Words for clothing and accessories 138 
Verbs for wearing 138 
Trying on clothing:. . . 7*5 miru 139 
Polite shop language: gozaimasu 139 

Adverbs 141 

Adverbs derived from adjectives 141 
The adverb + suru 142 
Comparisons 143 

Comparing two items to each other 143 
Equivalent-degree comparisons 143 
Superlative comparisons 144 
Words for classes of items 144 

8 Making connections 147 

Stating what you think with Si' 1 i;'!' omoimasu 147 
The quotation particle t. to 147 
Plain forms in the non-past tense 148 
Using a relative clause 149 

Using . . . AAJ'lT n desu for making connections in 
conversation 151 

Asking “why?” 152 

Asking for a reason with E p LT doshite 152 
Stating a reason with t) "‘fb'UlP kara desu 152 
Possible reasons for studying Japanese 152 
Sharing experiences 155 

Expressing experience with koto ga arimasu 155 

Experiences you might have 155 
The counter HQ kai (. . . times) 156 
Forecasting weather 157 

Expressing probability with 'ULj; P desho 157 
Words for weather 158 


X Contents 


Talking about sickness 159 

Talking about a possible case with 

kamoshiremasen 159 

Symptoms of illness 159 
Diagnosis of illness 159 

Listing and connecting actions and states by using the 
te form 161 

The clause conjunctions if ga and i)''^> kara 164 
The conjunction if ga 164 
The conjunction ti'^3 kara 164 

Answer key 167 


Contents Xi 


This page intentionally left blank 


Introduction 


Practice Makes Perfect: Basic Japanese is designed as a study tool for beginning 
students of Japanese or as a review for intermediate students of Japanese. It can 
serve as a helpful self-study tool or as supplementary material for high school or 
college students of Japanese. It starts with the basic sound and writing systems 
and provides useful vocabulary and basic grammar so you can communicate in 
authentic Japanese. You’ll learn how to meet new people, hold short conversa- 
tions, make suggestions, make requests, and express ideas by comparing and 
contrasting. 

Chapters are organized in such a way that learners can understand the char- 
acteristics of each building block of Japanese sentences and then gradually gain 
insight into how these building blocks are combined and used with a variety of 
vocabulary words for a variety of authentic communicative functions. 

Each chapter includes a number of short units, each of which focuses on a 
single functional, situational, or grammatical concept, such as “Entering your 
friend’s house with 3oC ojamashimasu” and “Expressing desire with 

. . . Tz\i ^ tai.” Each unit can be completed in 20-30 minutes and provides the con- 
cise usage or grammar explanation needed for the purpose of the unit, as well as 
a thematically collected list of vocabulary, such as words for describing personal- 
ity. Examples are written in authentic Japanese script and are accompanied by 
Romanization to clarify the ambiguity in the pronunciation of kanji (Chinese 
characters) and word boundaries as well as to accommodate those who have not 
gained full command in using the Japanese scripts. Each example is also followed 
by an English translation to help users learn new vocabulary and sentence 
structure. 

Exercises are carefully presented so that they can mostly be done using the 
vocabulary words provided in the same unit or in the preceding units; short glos- 
saries are occasionally provided in parentheses wherever they may be needed. Exer- 
cises vary: Some are sentence or dialog completion questions, others are reading 
comprehension questions, and still others are open-ended questions that encourage 
learners to express themselves freely, using the vocabulary and grammar/usage 
knowledge they acquired in the unit and the help of a dictionary. 

Learning another language requires dedication, time, and frequent practice. 
By using Practice Makes Perfect: Basic Japanese, students at any level can gain or 
clarify how to use words and structures and strengthen their expressive power in 
the Japanese language through practice. Only practice makes perfect. 


xiii 
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Let’s say and write 
Japanese words! 


This chapter introduces the Japanese sounds as well as basic Japanese writing sys- 
tems. The Japanese sounds are very easy to pronounce except for a few consonants 
and syllables. By contrast, the Japanese writing system is quite complex. A Japa- 
nese sentence can be written by combining two phonetic systems, called hiragana 
and katakana, as well as Chinese characters adapted to Japanese, called kanji. 
You will learn how to correctly read and write each kana character. You will also 
see examples of how to use kanji characters. 

Basic Japanese sounds and kana characters 

There are 46 basic hiragana characters and an equivalent 46 basic katakana char- 
acters, each of which represents a syllable sound. Hiragana is used to represent 
grammatical items and content words that are not written in kanji or katakana. 
Katakana is used to represent non- Chinese foreign proper names and words from 
non-Chinese foreign cultures. (Chinese names and things from Chinese culture 
can be written in kanji.) Katakana can also be used to represent sound symbol- 
isms and items in Japanese pop culture. 

As you will learn later in this chapter, the same usage conventions, such as 
diacritics and small-sized characters, apply to both hiragana and katakana. How- 
ever, there is one exception: The long vowels are represented by the elongation 
mark ( ) in the katakana system but not in the hiragana system. 

The following table lists the basic kana characters; in this table, each cell 
contains a hiragana character, a katakana character, and the Romanization (romaji), 
from left to right. 


hr a 

l/'' r i 

3 u 

A Xe 

do o 

1? tl ka 

# ^ki 

< r ku 

if r ke 

C. X ko 

cf sa 

C V' shi 

x su 

dZ se 

^ V so 

tc r ta 

h r chi 

■o y tsu 

Tfte 

£ ft to 

r na 

i<l — ni 

$3 'T nu 

ne 

© r no 

if ^ ha 

U t hi 

^ r fu 

■'N 'Mie 

If. ho 

dt A' ma 

fa ^ mi 

£? fa mu 

kb r me 

fa dr mo 

r* ya 


kb CL yu 


cfc 3 yo 

*o ra 

<0 V ri 

%> ru 

tl fa re 

5 Hro 

7 wa 




^ r o (wo) 

hj n 






1 


Japanese has five basic vowels: 

♦ a, which sounds like the vowel in ah 

♦ i, which sounds like the vowel in eat 

♦ u, which sounds like the vowel in boot, but without lip rounding 

♦ e, which sounds like the vowel in eight 

♦ o, which sounds like the vowel in oat 

The vowels are represented by the characters in the first row in the preceding table. 

Note that the consonants r and f are quite different in Japanese than in English: 

♦ Japanese r is made by tapping the tip of the tongue behind the upper teeth just once, like 
the brief flap sound tt in letter in American English. As shown in the above table, r is 
represented in five different basic hiragana or katakana characters. 

♦ The characters and ~7 are specified as fu but are pronounced by bringing the upper 
and lower lips close to each other and blowing air between them gently. 

Additional sounds can also be represented, using a single character combined with diacritics or 
using two characters, as discussed later in this chapter. For now, you just need to know that pitch 
can contribute to word meanings in Japanese. For example, in Tokyo Japanese, 6 ame means 
rain if the first syllable is in high pitch and the second syllable is in low pitch, but it means candy 
if the first syllable is in low pitch and the second syllable is in high pitch. Such a difference cannot 
be represented by the kana system, but the context can clarify the meanings. Furthermore, words 
written in kanji are distinct. For example, the word rain is M (<&>$) ame), and the word candy is 
Ip ($ji6 ame). 





Read the hiragana and katakana characters in the table on page 1, from left to right, row by 
row, from the top row to the bottom row, paying attention to the pronunciation, as in a, i, u, 

e, o, ka, ki, ku . . . 


The first 10 hiragana 

The first 10 hiragana include five syllables that are just vowels, a, i, u, e, and o, and five syllables 
with the consonant k, which are ka, ki, ku, ke, and ko. 
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Practice writing the first 10 hiragana characters, paying attention to the order and direction 
of the strokes. Be careful because the hiragana characters $> a and fJ o are simiiar in 
shape. In some fonts, the third and the fourth strokes in the hiragana cT ki are connected, 
appearing as but they are usually separate when this character is handwritten. 


*• f & & & 

v w ^ ^ 


■ -? o o 

" ± x. x. 

% £ 43 43 

j h h i It* It* 

'< < < 

n*-if ^ it 


C_ 


c_ 





Read the following sequences of hiragana, row by row. Do not move on to a new row until 
you are able to read the current row very quickly. Repeat as many times as you need until you 
can read them very smoothly. You may try to read them backward for additional practice. 


<tit<t<cl 
cl it cl 

4oi lx.<lit 


Let’s say and write Japanese words! 



The following are some words that can be written using some of the first 10 hiragana 
characters. Read them aloud. For a greater challenge, cover the romaji as you work on this 
exercise. You may find it strange to have multiple syllables that are just vowels within a 
word, so watch out! 


love 


ai 

red 


aka 

house 

W/t 

ie 

squid 


ika 

train station 


eki 

top 

9 X. 

ue 

face 


kao 

oyster 


kaki 

chrysanthemum 

£< 

kiku 

carp 


koi 





Write the hiragana for the following words. Refer to the romaji in the table on page I. 


1. shellfish kai 

2. pond ike 

3. hill oka 

4. autumn aki 

5. blue ao 


The second 10 hiragana 

The second 10 hiragana characters include five syllables with the consonant s and five syllables 
with the consonant t. When the vowel is i, we get shi and chi rather than si and ti. When the 
vowel is u, we get tsu rather than tu. 
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Practice writing the second 10 hiragana characters, paying attention to the order and 
direction of the strokes. Note that the second and the third strokes of the hiragana cf sa are 
connected in some fonts, as in cf, appearing like a mirror-image of the hiragana § chi, but 
they are usually separate when this character is handwritten. 


- * £ $ $ 

‘L t L 

'~f t t 

X -ft 

\ % 

- f /- fc Tc 

*■ % % % 




•Q -Q 


X XX 
t t 





Read the following sequences of hiragana, row by row. Do not move on to a new row until 
you are able to read the current row very quickly. Repeat as many times as you need until you 
can read them very smoothly. You may try to read them backward for additional practice. 


xlxlx 

Tda^TcX) 

X>x>XtXXt 

TcXb'oX) 


Let's say and write Japanese words! 


n 



The following are some words that can be written using some of the first 20 hiragana 
characters. Read them aloud. For a greater challenge, cover the romaji as you work on this 
exercise. 


1. cow 

pL 

ushi 

2. lie 


uso 

3. umbrella 


kasa 

4. sushi 

TL 

sushi 

5. world 


sekai 

6. octopus 

fz C 

tako 

7. subway 

TO 

chikatetsu 

8. moon 


tsuki 



Write the hiragana for the following words. Refer to the romaji in the table on page i. 


1. soil tsuchi 

2. home uchi 

3. hand te 

4. eagle taka 

5. basement chika 

6. iron tetsu 


The third 10 hiragana 

The third 10 hiragana include five syllables with the consonant n and five syllables with the con- 
sonant h. However, remember that & is not pronounced as hu but as fu. 
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| EXERCISE | 

n 


Practice writing the third 10 hiragana characters, paying attention to the order and direction 
of the strokes. 


* * 

% 

ft 

It l" K 

IZ 

iz 

a #6 


& 

i n 

fa 

fa 

<F> 

O) 

O) 

r r u 

fi 

It 

'u 


V 

>« > > a » 
y ^ 

-J* 

& 




r p iz 

II 

{5 





Read the following sequences of hiragana, row by row. Do not move on to a new row until 
you are able to read the current row very quickly. Repeat as many times as you need until you 
can read them very smoothly. You may try to read them backward for additional practice. 




Let's say and write Japanese words! 


■b:Tfe' / \b';bfe 

imimth i 

< / \bot®o 





Read the following words, which are written using some of the first 30 hiragana characters. 
For a greater challenge, cover the romaji as you work on this exercise. 


dog 


inu 

fish 


sakana 

sand 


suna 

summer 

tsTD 

natsu 

meat 

ic< 

niku 

cat 

fee 

neko 

flower 


hana 

fire 

n 

hi 

ship 

■5>fe 

fune 

star 

(2L 

hoshi 





Write the hiragana for the following words. Refer to the romaji in the table on page 1. 


1 . chopsticks hashi 

2 . country kuni 

3 . pear nashi 

4 . hole ana 

5 . grave haka 
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The last 16 hiragana 

The remaining 16 characters in the table on page 1 include five syllables with the consonant m, 
three syllables with the consonant y, five syllables with the consonant r, and wa and n. In Japanese, 
the y sound does not contrast meaning when placed before the vowels i or e. That’s why yi and ye 
are missing from the hiragana table. Similarly, the consonant w can contrast meaning only if it 
appears before the vowel a in the hiragana system. That’s why wi, wu, and we are missing from the 
hiragana table. Wo {XX) does appear in the table, but it is used only for the direct object particle, 
and it actually sounds like o. As discussed earlier, the Japanese r is very different from the English 
r. It is closer to the English l but not quite the same. The consonant n can form an independent 
syllable (or mora, in linguistic terms). Note that the two strokes of the hiragana D ri are con- 
nected in some fonts, as in D, but they are usually separate when this character is handwritten. 



Practice writing the last 16 hiragana characters, paying attention to the order and direction 
of the strokes. 



X X 
& & 
ts ts 

46 46 

& 

{$> 

X X 

0 0 
% % 
tl tL 

X> t) 


Let's say and write Japanese words! 


£ 



ft 'Sr 

hj hj 





Read the following sequences of hi ragana, row by row. Do not move on to a new row until 
you are able to read the current row very quickly. Repeat as many times as you need until you 
can read them very smoothly. You may try to read them backward for additional practice. 


foti/wbfe 

lfol£>&$5lfo 


Basic vocabulary with simple sounds 

Now that you are familiar with all of the basic kana characters, you can combine them into some 
basic Japanese words. 

Words for body parts 

Many of the vocabulary words for body parts are easy to pronounce. Practice saying each one as 
you point to the appropriate part of the body. 


foot/leg 


ashi 

head 


atama 

belly 


onaka 

face 

iff'fs 

kao 

mouth 

<*5 

kuchi 

back 


senaka 

nose 

&& 

hana 

ear 


mimi 

eye 


me 
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Words for nature 

As you practice saying these Japanese words for nature, picture them. For example, as you say 
$)!£), picture rain falling. 



ame 

rain 


ishi 

stone 


iwa 

rock 


umi 

ocean 


kawa 

river 

t 

ki 

tree 

<fe 

kumo 

cloud 


sora 

sky 

TdiC 

tani 

valley 

"At 

tsuki 

the moon 


tsuchi 

soil 

If 

hi 

fire 

i5L 

hoshi 

star 


yama 

mountain 


yuki 

snow 


I EXERCISE I 




Choose the correct English translation from the options in parentheses. 


1 . 

£6 

(eye, mouth, nose, ear) 

2. 


(eye, mouth, nose, ear) 

3. 

■sl5 

(eye, mouth, nose, ear) 

4. 


(eye, mouth, nose, ear) 

5. 


(head, belly, foot, back) 

6. 


(face, head, hand, foot) 





Match the Japanese words and their English counterparts. 



a. 

ocean 


b. 

sky 

fht> 

c. 

mountain 


d. 

river 


Let's say and write Japanese words! 



Write the following words in Japanese. 


1. mouth 

2. head 

3. mountain 

4. river 

5. star 


Double consonants, long vowels, and family terms 

Here you will learn how to represent double consonants and long vowels, and then you will see 
them used in words that Japanese use to address older family members. 

Small 'O 

To represent the brief abrupt pause found in double consonants, use the small "3. For example, 
kitte ( postage stamp) is written as # oT. 

Adding a vowel 

Together, a hiragana character and the vowel o followed by 3 u jointly form a syllable that sounds 
like the long vowel 6. So, ^ 3 ci A / ( father ) is read as otosan. Similarly, a hiragana character with 
a vowel e followed by 1/"* i jointly form a syllable that sounds like the long vowel e. For example, 
'ff‘A/li‘13 ( teacher ) is read as sense. (However, in this book, e in such cases is still specified as ei in 
romaji, as in sensei, following the common practice in most romaji Japanese dictionaries.) 


Addressing older family members 

The Japanese address their older family members by using the following kinship terms, although 
they address their younger family members by using their given name or nickname. 


father 
mother 
older brother 
older sister 


fob ft'cEhj otosan 
foth'&'cSfu okasan 
A/ onisan 
onesan 
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Read the following words written in hiragana aloud. For a greater challenge, cover the 
romaji as you work on this exercise. 


1. 

teacher 

-tTAHirin 

sensei 

2 . 

ice 

C$5<9 

kori 

3 . 

street 

Eo’O 

tori 

4 . 

postage stamp 


kitte 


I exercise I 


* 9 ? 


Write the following words in hiragana. 


1. father 

2. mother 

3 . older brother 

4 . older sister 


Diacritics for voiced and plosive 
sounds and food terms 

Two diacritics, " and °, are used to represent additional syllable sounds that can contribute to the 
meaning of Japanese words. Here you will learn how to use these diacritics and then see them 
used in some Japanese food terms. 


Diacritics and ° 

By adding the diacritic mark " at the upper-right corner of a certain character, you can indicate 
that its beginning consonant is voiced. By adding the mark ° at the upper-right corner of a certain 
character, you change its beginning consonant to p. Note that " changes h and f to b. The syllable 
ji is usually represented by C, and it is also represented by in limited cases. Similarly, the syl- 
lable zu is usually represented by if", and it is also represented by 3 in limited cases. The follow- 
ing table shows which characters they are combined with and how they are read: 


^ g a 

€' gi 

g u 

If ge 

C"go 

cf za 

C ji 

3 zu 

■if' ze 

zo 

ft da 

ji 

3 zu 

T'de 

E do 

If ba 

XS bi 

^ bu 

3 be 

bo 

(f° pa 

£>° P i 

£ pu 

3pe 

If po 


Let's say and write Japanese words! 


Names of Japanese food 

Japanese food is popular overseas. You might see some of the following on the menu at a Japanese 
restaurant in your country: 


sushi 

tL 

sushi 

sashimi (sliced raw fish) 


sashimi 

tempura (deep-fried battered seafood, 


tenpura 

vegetables, and mushrooms) 
sukiyaki (beef stew in the Japanese style) 


sukiyaki 

buckwheat noodle 


soba 

thick white noodle 

v <k7u 

udon 





Practice writing the following Japanese words. 


tL 

TT/o-S'f} 


Palatalized sounds 

Palatalized sounds are pronounced with the body of the tongue raised toward the palate. Here 
you will learn how to represent these sounds and see their use in familiar Japanese words. 

Using small ^ ya, $> yu, or <£ yo 

To express a palatalized sound like kya or hyu, use a character that represents the initial conso- 
nant and the vowel i and then add small-sized ya, fb yu, or cfc yo, depending on the vowel 
needed. The following table shows how to represent palatalized syllables in both hiragana and 
katakana: 


kya 
gya 
LY’ sha 
C ja 
cha 
Ip ^ ja 
lC-y> nya 
hya 
tlY bya 
pya 
mya 
1 0 ^ rya 


kyu 
gyu 
Lh> shu 
ju 
chu 
T>b> ju 
IZty nyu 
£>b> hyu 
(LfiT byu 
pyu 
myu 
ryu 


kyo 
gyo 
Lj; sho 
CT jo 
tST cho 
T>T jo 
ttl Jc nyo 
tfcfc hyo 
£)\k byo 
X3 ck pyo 
&& myo 
OT ryo 
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Japanese words you might already know 

The following words related to Japanese culture might be already familiar to you: 


calligraphy 

LTdf'j 

shodo 

flower arranging 


ikebana 

judo 

C 9 E 5 

judo 

karate 

T 

karate 

kendo (Japanese fencing) 


kendo 

kimono 


kimono 

manga 

yyff 

comic books 

origami 


origami 

tea ceremony (chado) 


sado 





Write the following words in Japanese, using hiragana. 


1. calligraphy 

2. origami 

3. judo 

4. kimono 

5. flower arranging 





Read the following place names written in hiragana and guess what they are. 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 4o43<^;6'’ 


Reading basic katakana 

Each hiragana character was created by simplifying or deforming some kanji character, and 
each katakana character was created by taking a part of some kanji. Whereas hiragana charac- 
ters have more curved lines, katakana characters have more straight lines and angles. The 


Let’s say and write Japanese words! 


following table shows pairs of hiragana and katakana and the stroke order of katakana 
characters: 



T 


7 

X 

i 

fe 

A 

- x 

17 

y 

7 j 

T 

T" 

r 7- fr 


•v 


9 

7 


0 

h 

1 b 

it> 

X 

9 X- 

7. 

X 

" T i 

% 

9- 

- 9- 

y 

3 

777 

do 


f * 

11 

— 

r 9- 


3 

9 X- 

t 7 

id 


& 

5? 

7 7 

<k 

3 

7 7 7 


* 

- -r 4- 

da 

X 

" y 4 7 - 


7 

" X 

< 

7 


© 

y 

7 

D 

U 

‘1 IJ* 

It 

dr 

7 / 7 T 

It 


'/ / N‘ 

§ 

;k 

v ;ld 

cl 

x 

x n 

O' 

0 

- ‘t 

da 

X 

V 

$ 

7 

- ^ 

X 

7 

7 

7) 

n 

*t 7 D 

L 

'> 


X 

x 

-x 

da 

7 

n 7 


X 

X X 

ft 

x 

*“ f vt ^ 

£ 

7 

' = 7* 

dt 

-tr 

- % 

£ 

7 

X -7 

hj 

y 

' > 


V 

o > y ■< 

& 


X 




fc 

X 


O' 

A 

A A- 




ds 

f- 


7) 

y 

y y 






Look at the preceding table and list the katakana characters that conform to the following 
descriptions. 


1 . Katakana characters that have only one stroke: 

2. Katakana characters that have two separate simple horizontal lines: 

3. Katakana characters that look similar to the hiragana counterparts: . 
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Read the following pairs of katakana characters and write out in Japanese. They look 
similar, so be careful. 


| exercise | 


1. i/ and "J 

2. y and V 

3. ^ and 

4. ^ and 7 

5. 7 and *7 

6. n and n 

7. )\/ and ]y 

8. T' and x 


I EXERCISE I 




Read the following words written in katakana and guess what they mean. Refer to the table 
on page 16, as needed. 


1. xXh 

2 . #77 

3. 

4. :fcx7V 





Read the following words written in katakana aloud, paying attention to the diacritics. 


1 . 

TV 

fWf 

terebi 

2. 

radio 


rajio 

3. 

computer, PC 


pasokon 

4. 

convenience store 

ny\£y 

konbini 

5. 

pen 

^y 

pen 


Let's say and write Japanese words! 



Read the following words written in katakana aloud, paying attention to long vowels and 
double consonants. Remember that the elongation mark ( — ) represents a long vowel. 


1. boat 


boto 

2. pet 

^yh 

petto 

3 . internet 


intanetto 

4 . soccer 

f-yf— 

sakka 


Special katakana combinations 

The katakana system allows some combinations of characters that are not available in the hira- 
gana system because katakana is used to represent non-Japanese names and words. Examples 
include: 


che 

~f~ X 

(TxX chess ) 

di 

TT 

(yyf'y — Andy) 

du 

fa. 

(rx Yy f duet) 

fa 

yr 

(V77- sofa) 

fe 

7x 

(fyx. cafe) 

fi 


(fy A yy-t fiance) 

fo 

yy 

(fyy~-y fork) 

j e 

isx. 

(y'xyfn — XX — rollercoaster) 

she 

i/a. 

{iSa. — XX\ ty Shakespeare) 

ti 

TA 

(7~Y — yyX T-shirt) 

tsa 

yr 

(dr 7771/77 mozzarella) 

tu 

hY 

(h 1 !? — lie Tours) 

va 

yy 

(yyfyp^y violin) 

ve 

yf 

( r 7xd/ r 7x'y h velvet) 

vo 

yy 

{yip — file vocal) 

we 

yx. 

C7x — X — waiter) 

wi 

yy 

{yy — ^ Vienna) 

wo 

y* 

{fir — Xxy Walkman) 


Country names written in katakana 

Country names are written in katakana. The exceptions are country names that are convention- 
ally written in kanji. You or some of your friends may be from these countries. 


Australia 

Canada 

France 

India 

Russia 

United States of America 


t-Xh'yVT 
ffy' 
yyyx 
T '>b* 
uyy 


Osutoraria 

Kanada 

Furansu 

Indo 

Roshia 

Amerika 
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Read the following city names written in katakana. For a greater challenge, cover the romaji 
as you work on this exercise. 


I EXERCISE I 


1. Toronto 

2. Boston 

3. London 

4. Vancouver 

5. Melbourne 


nyFy 


Toronto 

Bosuton 

Rondon 

Bankuba 

Meruborun 



| EXERCISE | 


Read the following words that name Western food and beverages. For a greater challenge, 
cover the romaji as you work on this exercise. 


1. hamburger 


hanbaga 

2. hotdog 


hottodoggu 

3. pancake 

rtyfr—* 

pankeki 

4. coffee 

n— t— 

kohl 

5. orange juice 

K 

1 

n 

Ss 

A 

A 

orenjijusu 

6. fondue 


fondu 





Write the following country names in katakana. 


1 . United States of America 

2. Canada 

3. Russia 

4. France 


Let's say and write Japanese words! 
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Writing sentences 

Here are some rules for writing Japanese sentences: 

1. The Japanese text can be written from left to right and top to bottom, as in English, but it 
can also be written from top to bottom and right to left. The Japanese period is 0 , and the 
Japanese comma is ^ or , . 

2. The character ^£r is used only as a participle marking a direct object in modern Japanese. 
The character ^ is pronounced as o, just like $ 5 . Some people pronounce as wo when 
reading a kana chart, but they still pronounce it as o in sentences. 

3. When the character is used as a topic marker, its pronunciation is wa rather than ha. 
When the character •'X. is used as a direction-marking particle, it is read as e rather than 
as he. 





Read the following sentences out loud. For a greater challenge, cover the romaji as you work 
on this exercise. 


1 . 

Emirl wa sushi o tabemashita. 

Emily ate sushi. 

2. 

Bosuton e ikimasu ga, tomarimasen. 

I'll go to Boston but won't stay there overnight. 


Kanji 

Most kanji characters can be pronounced in both Japanese and Chinese ways. For example, the 
Japanese way of pronouncing A is hito, and the Chinese way of pronouncing it is nin or jin. 
There is no standard rule for the difference, so you need to learn each one individually. In this 
book, romaji shows how kanji characters are read in each phrase and sentence. 

The following table shows some simple kanji characters that are frequently used as compo- 
nents of other kanji characters: 


English Word 

Kanji 

Stroke Order 

Usage Examples 

person 

A 

9 A 

A hito (person); BAA Ni-hon-jin 
(a Japanese person ); fl)\ Amerika-jin 

(an American person); _aA san-nin (three 
people) 

mountain 

ih 


|JL| yama (mountain); |JL||T| Yama-da 
(Yamada, a family name); ||A|T| Fu-ji-san 
(Mt. Fuji) 
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English Word 

Kanji 

Stroke Order 

Usage Examples 

river 

ill 

r ;r nl‘ 

1 1 1 kawa (river); ) 1 1 P Kawa-guchi 

(Kawaguchi, a family name) 

sun 

0 

i n fi 0 

13 hi (the sun); I I A Ni-hon or Nip-pon 

(Japan); BBSS Nichi-yo-bi (Sunday) 

mouth 

P 

•\ f7 C? 

[ 1 kuchi (mouth); Al 1 jin-ko ( population ) 

tree 

X 


A ki (tree); AWB Moku-yo-bi (Thursday) 

fire 

X 


A hi (fire); AWB Ka-yo-bi (Tuesday) 

soil 

± 

- f X 

it tsuchi (soil); ihBSB Do-yo-bi 
(Saturday) 

water 

7jc 

J* >J A flL 

7j< mizu (water); /j< Hfl I I Sui-yo-bi 
(Wednesday) 

moon 

ft 

in n ft 

^ tsuki (the moon); TJBSB Getsu-yo-bi 
(Monday) 


Kanji characters that represent verbs and adjectives need to be followed by hiragana that 
show inflectional endings, as in Hi's kaku (write) and KT'A kaita (wrote). The following are 
some frequently used verbs written in kanji and hiragana. A dash in romaji separates the portion 
that represents kanji and the portion that represents hiragana. 


g° 

'U< 

i-ku 

come 


ku-ru 

return 


kae-ru 

change 


ka-eru 

read 

Stt? 

yo-mu 

write 

*< 

ka-ku 

walk 


aru-ku 

buy 

W) 

ka-u 


The following are some frequently used adjectives written in kanji and hiragana: 


expensive 


taka-i 

cheap 


yasu-i 

quiet 


shizu-kana 

fun 


tano-shii 

easy 


kantan-na 

difficult 

f$U' 

muzuka-shii 


Let’s say and write Japanese words! 


Practice writing the following basic kanji characters , using the correct stroke order. 


I EXERCISE I 


person 

A 

9 A 





mountain 

04 

; I 





river 

ill 

r 






sun 

0 

i n pi 0 





mouth 

P 

■\ f? 

T3 





tree 

A 

^ f t 





fire 

A 


y K 





soil 

± 

- f jt 





water 


J l >J A 

7^L 





moon 

n 

i n ) 

ft 







| EXERCISE | 

n 


The following words are written in kanji followed by hiragana in parentheses. Write the 
English equivalent for each one. 


1. P «■%) 

2 . Oj (A>30 

3. /II (frfr) 

4. A (DO 

5. £ (O#) 

6. A (t) 
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Getting to know someone ◄ 


This chapter introduces basic vocabulary words and sentence structures that are 
needed for identifying people and things. 

Introducing yourself with ti U #) 5: LT 

Hajimemashite 

When you want to introduce yourself to someone, approach to him/her and say 
(TtZ&bi; LT Hajimemashite. This literally means Beginning, but its function is 
to clarify the fact that you are meeting the person for the very first time and are 
willing to get to know him/her. Then say your name and add T;"sk desu and say 
Y( L 4 YdliMf ' L 'f' Yoroshiku onegai shimasu, which literally means Please be 
nice to me but actually shows your modest attitude and your desire to have a good 
relationship with the person. If someone says this to you, you should respond with 
cl’fSfb Kochirakoso yoroshiku onegai shimasu, which 

means It’s me who should say that. 

Occupational and respectful titles 

When addressing a non-family person, try to use his or her occupational title, 
such as 7*C^fe, sensei (teacher) or -(iM shacho (company president), after his or her 
family name. If an occupational title is not available, use a respectful title such as 
cb/u san after his or her family name or given name. There are additional respect- 
ful titles, but j san is most neutral and versatile. Make sure not to use an occu- 

pational title or a respectful title after your name, even if other people keep 
addressing you with them. The following are some examples of occupational titles 
and their use with the family name Tanaka: 

Professors, teachers, medical /tdl sensei 
doctors, lawyers, etc. 

Company president (TM shacho 

Division manager ff[>M bucho 

The following are some respectful titles: 

neutral (for most adults) . . . $ hj 
affectionate (for children) . . . 
business-like (for clients) ... HI 


Tanaka sensei 

Tanaka shacho 
Tanaka bucho 


. san 
. chan 
. sama 


fflf P9c%. 
ffld-'iTM 
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EXERCISE 



WHITE 


HAYASHI 


WHITE 


HAYASHI 


Jane White introduces herself to Keiko Hayashi at a party. Complete their conversation. 

{±Ca&£LT 0 KTTo 

Hajimemashite. Howaito desu. Yoroshiku onegai shimasu. 

Howaito-san desu ka. 

Hai. 

{±Ua6SLT 0 ttTfo 

Hajimemashite. Hayashi desu. yoroshiku onegai shimasu. 


Asking Dochira kara desu ka 

( Where are you from?) 

After you introduce yourself to someone for the first time, you might next want to ask the person 
where he/she is from. Here you’ll learn how to do that. 


The question word dochira and the particle kara 

H'fSfb dochira literally means which way but is also used as a polite version of if H doko (where). 
ffifb kara is the particle that means from. If you are from Boston, you can say 
Bosuton kara desu (I’m from Boston.). To find out where a person is from, you can ask 
f)' Dochira kara desu ka (Where are you from?). 

Personal pronouns Zbtzfz anata, U\ watashi, and boku 

When you are asking someone where he/she is from, you do not need to say t/ytyfc anata (you) 
because it would be obvious, unnatural, and sound like translation. Instead, you can say the 
name of the person you are talking to. For example, if you are talking to Ms. Hayashi, you can ask 
her Hayashi-san wa dochira kara desu ka, which means Where are you from, Ms. Hayashi? It is 
fine to use %k watashi to refer to yourself. If you are a male, you may also use f); boku to refer to 
yourself. 

Names for countries, regions, and cities 

If someone asks you where you are from, you can answer the question with the name of a country, 
a region, or a city, depending on the context. The following are names of some countries, regions, 
and cities: 


Australia 

^-Xh7U 7 

Osutoraria 

Beijing 


Pekin 

California 


Kariforunia 

Canada 

ij-r? 

Kanada 

Chile 

7-y 

Chiri 

China 


Chugoku 
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England 


Igirisu 

France 

y^yx 

Furansu 

Germany 

FXX 

Doitsu 

Hong Kong 

H?# 

Flonkon 

India 

yyY 

Indo 

Italy 

xxvr 

Itaria 

Japan 


Nihon, Nippon 

Kenya 


Kenia 

Osaka 

Mk 

Osaka 

Philippines 


Firipin 

Russia 

uyy 

Roshia 

Shanghai 


Shanhai 

South Korea 

mm 

Kankoku 

Spain 

xxyy 

Supein 

Taiwan 


Taiwan 

Thailand 


Tai 

United States of America 

rxvti 

Amerika 





Ms. White asks Ms. Hayashi where she is from. Complete their conversation. 

WHITE fro 

Hayashi-san wa kara desu ka. 

HAYASHI 

Watashi wa Tokyo kara desu. 





Match the country names written in Japanese with their English equivalents. 


13 ^ Nihon/Nippon 

a. 

Canada 

7XU# Amerika 

b. 

China 

mm Kankoku 

c. 

South Korea 

t^HI Chugoku 

d. 

United States of America 

fj'f'X Kanada 

e. 

Japan 


Getting to know someone 
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Find nine country names in the puzzle, either vertically (top to bottom) or horizontally (left 
to right). 


X 

7 

X 

7 

X 

dz 

)ir 

n 

7 

X 

7 

X 

id 

7 

7 

X 

X 

X 


7 

7 

X 

7 

u 

i- 

7 

7 

y 

X 

7 

X* 

* 

7 

F 

X 

7 





Translate the following sentences into Japanese. 
1. Meilin (X 7 U > Meirin) is from Beijing. 


2. Yumiko (1 1 |3$X’' Yumiko) is from Tokyo. 


3. Thomas (1 — VX Tomasu) is from Canada (id d~X Kanada). 


4. Emily (XXlF — Emirl) is from England M^UX Igirisu). 


I EXERCISE I 




State where you are from in Japanese. 


Describing the nationality of a person 

Sometimes you want to be able to describe the nationality or language of another person. Here 
you will learn the proper form as well as the words for some nationalities and languages. 
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To say “x is y” with . . . It wa . . . 'V'f' desu 

When describing someone, the first step is to refer to that person and add the topic marker 1$. wa, 
as you have already done in this chapter. For example, if you are talking about Ken, you say A 
'tS.hAX Ken-san wa. Then you say Ken’s nationality — for example, ~T A V A A Amerika-jin 
(American ) — and add the copular verb T?"sH desu. For example: 

Ken-san wa Amerika-jin desu. 

Ken is an American. 

If you want say that someone is not a particular nationality, replace T?'A desu with C 
0 j a arimasen or with V T'''A janaidesu. For example: 

Ken-san wa Amerika-jin ja arimasen. 

Ken-san wa Amerika-jin ja nai desu. 

Ken is not an American. 

In a formal speech context or in writing, replace UA ja in these negative copular verbs with 
Uli. de wa. 

To express additional items with . . . & mo 

If the same situation applies to another person, just use mo to mark the additional person 
instead of using wa. For example, tfAc? AtA A V A AT? A Biru-san mo Amerika-jin desu 

means Bill is also an American. 

Nationality 

To refer to a person’s nationality, use the country name and add A jin (person). The following are 
some examples: 


American (person) 

r a; a a 

Amerika-jin 

Chinese (person) 

AHA 

Chugoku-jin 

French (person) 

y^yy A 

Furansu-jin 

Japanese (person) 

BAA 

Nihon-jin 

Korean (person) 

nmA 

Kankoku-jin 

Russian (person) 

ui/TA 

Roshia-jin 


Languages 

To refer to a language, you add In go (language) after the country name (or region name): 


Arabic 


Arabia-go 

Cantonese Chinese 

ASM 

Kanton-go 

Chinese 

ah m 

Chugoku-go 

English 


Ei-go 

French 

y^yym 

Furansu-go 

German 

HA 7 In 

Doitsu-go 

Hindi 

§§ 

Flindi-go 

Italian 

yyvrm 

Itaria-go 

Korean 

mmm 

Kankoku-go 

Mandarin Chinese 

IbiRiin 

Pekin-go 

Russian 

uyyWi 

Roshia-go 

Spanish 

y^yym 

Supein-go 
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say the following in Japanese? 

1 . an Italian (person) 

2. a Canadian (person) 

3. a Filipino (person) 

4. an Indian (person) 




Translate the following sentences into Japanese. 
1 . Takeshi 8J/i; Takeshi-san) is Japanese. 


2. Fieejeong (tl' — 'J 3 yCS.Au HTjon-san) is Korean. 


3. Professor Brown 0~7 ^ y 9t'AL Buraun sensei) is a Canadian. 


4. Mr. Chen cf/c Chen-san) is Chinese. 


5. Meilin y CChj Meirin-san) is also Chinese. 


6. George (v'H — Joji-san) is not an American. 


I EXERCISE I 


^ L 


Describe yourself by stating where you are from and your nationality in Japanese. 
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Referring to someone with $><D ano . . . 

To refer to a person, the easiest way is to use the person’s name. However, if you don’t know the 
name of the person, but your conversational partner can actually see the person, you can use a 
demonstrative adjective and a common noun. For example, fed)A ano hito means that person 
over there. 

$>(D ano 

To refer to a person you and your conversational partner can see, use a demonstrative adjective 
like fe© ano {that) and a common noun like A hito ( person ) and AA gakusei {student). For 
example: 

fed)Ali:7^U*AT'f 

Ano hito wa Amerika-jin desu. 

That person over there is an American. 

Additional demonstrative adjectives are discussed later in this chapter. 

Words for people 

It is useful to know a common noun like A hito so you can refer to someone as that person, that 
man , or that girl. The following are some common nouns for people: 


boy 

|^©A 

otoko no ko 

child 

AHA 

kodomo 

girl 

£c©A 

onna no ko 

man 

!?©A 

otoko no hito 

person 

A 

hito 

woman 

hcoA 

onna no hito 


I EXERCISE I 




Translate the following sentences into Japanese. 


1 . That woman is Japanese. 


2. That man is Chinese. 


3. That person is Korean. 


4. That child is French. 


Describing the occupation of a person 

When you meet a person for the first time, you may want to talk about your job or where you 
work. 
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Creating a modifier using a noun and (D no 

To tell someone you are a student, you can say 'f'V. gakusei {student). But if you want to add what 
kind of student, add a word before it and mark it with the particle (D no. For example, 
nihongo no gakusei means a student of Japanese. 


Words for occupation 


The following are some nouns for occupation: 


doctor 

lawyer 

nurse 

store worker 

student 

teacher 



JfiM 


isha 

bengoshi 

kangoshi 

ten’in 

gakusei 

sensei/kyoshi 


When you are describing yourself or your family, use kyoshi instead of 7*Czfe. sensei. 





Translate the following sentences into Japanese. 


1 . Mr. Mori fScf/c Mori-san) is a lawyer. 


2. That person is a Japanese student (a student who is studying the Japanese language). 


3. That person is a Japanese student (a student whose nationality is Japanese). 


4. That woman is a teacher. 


5. That woman is a Japanese teacher (a teacher of the Japanese language). 


Words for institutions 

When you describe a person’s occupation, you can say where the person works. For example, if 
someone is a high school teacher, you can say either Koko no sensei desu {He 

is a high school teacher) or Koko de hataraite imasu {He works at a high 

school). The following is a list of types of institutions: 


bank 

Mr 

ginko 

city hall 

mm 

shiyakusho 

company 

m± 

kaisha 

department store 

-fj k— h 

depato 

elementary school 


shogakko 

factory 

TM 

kojo 
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fire station 

MtM 

shobosho 

graduate school 


daigakuin 

high school 


koko 

hospital 


byoin 

library 


toshokan 

middle school 


chugakko 

police station 


keisatsusho 

restaurant 


resutoran 

school 


gakko 

university 


daigaku 





Translate the following sentences into English. 


Buraun-san wa koko no Nihongo no sensei desu. 


2. 

Tanaka-san wa jidosha no kojo de hataraite imasu. 
( 1=3 ®]$ jidosha means automobile) 


3. o 

Maiku-san wa depato no ten'in desu. 





Translate the following sentences into Japanese. 


1. Ms. Ishida il 1 1 cf ho Ishida-san) is a college student. 


2. Mr. Tani (£tc5ho Tani-san) works at a hospital. 


3. Ms. Ueda (_hB9cf Ueda-san) is an English teacher at a high school in Japan. 


Getting to know someone 31 


Talking about family members 

To refer to your own family members, use the plain forms. To refer to someone else’s family mem- 
bers, use the polite forms. You can also use the polite forms for addressing your own family 
members who are older than you. (See Chapter 1 for how to address one’s older family members.) 
The following table shows the plain forms and the polite forms you can use for referring to your 
close family members: 



PLAIN 

POLITE 

father 

chichi 

otosan 

mother 

M haha 

bu okasan 

older brother 

JuL ani 

3o)nl£/Yonisan 

older sister 

(tifi ane 

foty rfici/o onesan 

younger brother 

III ototo 

Wt'Zbu ototosan 

younger sister 

imoto 

ttci/o imotosan 


I EXERCISE I 




Read the following passage, written by Sachiko, and answer the questions that follow. 


fe© hmi I^AT'-To 

Watashi no chichi wa Chugoku-jin desu. Haha wa Nihon-jin desu. Chichi wa Tokyo no 
ginko de hataraite imasu. Haha wa Yokohama no koko no eigo no kyoshi desu. Ani wa 
Amerika no daigaku no keizaigaku no gakusei desu. 


keizaigaku means economics) 


1 . What is the nationality of Sachiko's father? 


2. What is the nationality of Sachiko's mother? 


3. What does her father do for living? 


4. What does her mother do for living? 


5. What does her brother do now? 
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EXERCISE 


F 


For each of the following, choose the appropriate answer from the options in parentheses. 


Yamada-san no (ane, onesan) wa kangoshi desu. 


2 . 

Watashi no (chichi, otosan) wa Amerika-jin desu. 

3. 0AA)A"To 

Ano hito wa (Nihon-go, Nihon-jin) desu. 

4. R«(0Af§®^, ^©0AI§)A"To 

Ani wa (Nihon-go no gakusei, gakusei no Nihon-go) desu. 

5 . lUtVry, 

Watashi wa (Ken, Ken-san) desu. 


Asking questions 

When asking a question in Japanese, you do not need to invert the subject and the verb. Here you 
learn how to ask and answer simple questions. 

Asking yes/no questions 

To ask a yes/no question, just add the question particle iff' ka at the end of the statement sentence. 
For example: 

Ken-san wa Amerika-jin desu ka. 

Is Ken an American ? 

You don’t need a question mark (?) in Japanese, although it is very frequently used. 

Answering with “yes” or “no” 

The answer to a yes/no question usually starts with ktf'* hai or k W ''A ie. ktf'* hai means correct 
or right, so if the question is an affirmative question, it means yes. F '*!/’* A ie means wrong, so if 
the question is an affirmative question, it means no. Their meanings are reversed in answering 
negative questions. 

The following are possible replies to the affirmative question A 1/ A hj\XT ^ V AAA'A A 
Ken-san wa Amerika-jin desu ka (Are you an American, Ken?): 

AAJAAAfo 

Hai, Amerika-jin desu. 

Yes, I’m an American. 


Ie, Amerika-jin ja arimasen. 

No, I’m not an American. 


Getting to know someone 33 


The following are possible replies to the negative question Kore wa 

irimasen ka (Don’t you need this?): 

Hai, irimasen. 

Right, I don’t need it. (No, I don’t need it.) 

le, irimasu. 

Wrong, I need it. (Yes, I need it.) 

(See Chapter 4 for the verb ending masu and ^4^/^ masen.) 

As you can see, it is very common to omit understood phrases or pronouns in Japanese in 
replies. 

Asking “who?” 

To ask “who?” use the question word fit l dare or its polite version, Hfyfz donata. For example: 

&(DM%TctXVt£)\ 

Ano hito wa dare desu ka. 

Who is that person? 

The topic particle It wa cannot be used for question words, so never say fifllt dare wa or 
Hty.fz.lt. donata wa. 


I EXERCISE I 




Reorder the items in each set to form a grammatical sentence and then translate it. 


1. Iff desu, tk watashi, gakusei, It wa 


2. M haha, if nlllJiJi kangoshi, It wa, f'f desu 


3. flUA Chugoku-jin, (i wa, tu ja arimasen, fx.ytf.hj Chen-san 


4. mmA Kankoku-jin, f'f desu, wa, (D no, toMf/o okasan, fxyf.hu Chen-san 
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5. A hito, $)CP> ano, A'A desu, (i wa, A ka, At 1 dare 


6. |JL|B9$A Yamada-san, A hito, feO ano, /x imotosan, A A desu, (i: wa, © no 





Read the following passage and state whether each of the sentences that follows is true or 
false. 


Ax^A/u^AH lAAAo 0AI§O^AAA o Ax>AAOt3 

Chen-san wa watashi no tomodachi desu. Chen-san wa Chugoku-jin desu. Nihon-go no 
gakusei desu. Chen-san no okasan wa kangoshi desu. Chen-san no otosan wa eigo no 
sensei desu. Chen-san no onisan wa Tokyo no kokoku no kaisha no shain desu. 

(. . . An kokoku means advertisement ; OtiM no shain means company employee at . . .) 

1. (True, False): Mr. Chen is a Chinese person. 

2. (True, False): Mr. Chen's father works for an automobile company. 

3. (True, False): Mr. Chen's mother is a nurse. 

4. (True, False): Mr. Chen's older brother is an English teacher. 


I EXERCISE I 


* 9 ? 


Describe yourself and your family members as much as you can in Japanese. 


Getting to know someone 35 


I EXERCISE I 




Two girls, Mika and Alison, are talking. Complete their conversation with the appropriate 
words. 


MIKA 

Arison-san wa Amerika-jin desu ka. 

ALISON , Mtto 

, watashi wa Amerika-jin desu. 




Demo haha wa Amerika-jin ja 

yyyxAvto 


Furansu-jin desu. 

'mryvjj At-t 


Chichi wa Amerika-jin desu. 

MIKA fofo, 

A, so desu ka. 

(Xt* demo means however ; &$), XoAXtlX A, so desu ka. means Oh, I see.) 


Greeting and parting 

After you have already met someone for the first time, you use a different greeting than you used 
upon meeting. You use different forms for greetings depending on the time of day. What you say 
to a person in parting depends on a number of factors, such as time of day and whether you will 
see the person again soon. 

Greeting 

To greet someone in the morning, say fSl'&Ao cl' $ Ohayo gozaimasu! ( Good morning!). 

To a close friend or family member, you can just say 43 cfc O Ohayo! ( Good morning!). If it’s in 
the afternoon, say £ Konnichi wa!, which means Good afternoon! or Hi! In the eve- 

ning, say cl Ai. Konban wa! ( Good evening!). 

Parting 

When you part, you can say C $j, X tc Ja, mata! ( See you later!). If you know that you’ll see the 
person again on the same day or soon, you can say the location and add the particle T? de, as in 
XfcAyAX:' Ja, mata kurasu de! ( I’ll see you later in class!). If it is later in the day and 
you are unlikely to see the person again on the same day, you may add XXoXiX) Sayonara! 
(Bye!). If you are parting from someone to whom you need to show your respect, you should say 
Shitsurei shimasu., which literally translates to I’ll be rude but actually means 
that you are leaving. The Japanese do not say iSAoAiX) Sayonara to their family. When they 
leave home in the morning, they say fr oT XXX Itte kimasu!, which literally means I’ll go and 
come back. 
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Write a Japanese sentence of greeting or parting for each of the following situations. 


I EXERCISE I 


1 . It's 1 0 AM. You see your teacher at the library. 


2. You've just woken up and seen your mother in the kitchen. 


3. It's 9 AM and you are about to leave your home for work. Your mother is sending you off. 


4. It's 5 PM. You talked with your teacher in her office for 1 5 minutes. You are ready to leave. 





Jane Smith sees Professor Hayashi at the library in the morning. Complete their conversation 
with the appropriate words. 


SMITH 

Hayashi sensei, 

HAYASHI &$>, Z/X.—y~cS. A/o loticfc'Po 


A, Jen-san. Ohayo. 

smith L^'To 

Ja, mata kurasu de. shimasu. 

HAYASHI Sfco 

Hai. Ja, mata. 


Thanking and apologizing 

You commonly need to thank people and apologize to them — as well as respond to thanks and 
apologies. How you do it depends on your relationship. 

Saying “thank you” 

To thank someone, say D 'ff'b O C. $ l Arigato gozaimasu. To thank deeply, you can add 
the adverb H") domo at the beginning, as in H'O C$1 ''I; 'Ik Domo arigato 

gozaimasu. Never say the short version $> 0 ff'h O Arigato to anyone except your family, subordi- 
nate, or very close friends. On the other hand, you can always say just $ 9 1 Domo to thank any- 
one without sounding rude. In any case, it is a good idea to slightly bow as you say these phrases. 
Common responses to such phrases of appreciation include IClCX. le (No [problem]) and 
Do itashimashite ( You’re welcome). 


Getting to know someone 37 


Apologizing 

To apologize, say j Sumimasen or Domo sumimasen. You can also 

say a slightly informal version, C V ' Gomennasai, to your family members or close friends. 

To respond to apology, you can just respond with Ie, meaning no need to apologize, 

if the apology is for something not serious. If the apology is for something rather serious, you can 
respond to it with (il ^ hai, meaning that you’ll accept his/her apology. 



What would you say in Japanese in the foi lowing situations? 

1. You accidentally pushed the person in front of you in a bus. 


2. Your neighbor brought homemade cake to your house. 


3. You are talking with your Japanese teacher and just realized that you forgot to do your 
homework that was due today. 


4. Your friend just thanked you for helping her carry the big package. 


5. Your friend just stepped on your foot and apologized to you. 



George accidentally stepped on a woman's foot in a bus. Read their dialog and choose the 
appropriate answer from the options in parentheses. 


GEORGE $>, 

A, sumimasen. 

A WOMAN 

(Hai, ie). 

GEORGE 


Daijobu desu ka. 

A WOMAN l£\t\ 

Hai, daijobu desu. 

J; '5^' daijobu means ail right ) 
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EXERCISE 



George forgot to do his homework and apologizes to his teacher. Read their dialog and 
choose the appropriate answer from the options in parentheses. 

GEORGE 9t^., 

Sensei, ddmo sumimasen. 

TEACHER ({iV\ WWX.) 0 xV&'T>ltT< tEX l 


(Hai, ie). Ki o tsukete kudasai ne. 

GEORGE Hh\ 

Hai. 

(xV&'DltlX Ki o tsukete kudasai ne. means Be careful, okay?) 


Referring to things around you 

You can refer to things you and your conversation partner can see by using demonstrative adjec- 
tives along with a common noun such as ^ hon (book) or by using a demonstrative pronoun 
such as Ctl kore (this one), sore (that one near you), or are (that one over there). 

Demonstrative adjectives 

When referring to an item that is close to you, use X(D kono, as in kono hon (this book). 

If it is not close to you but close to your conversation partner, use sono, as in •^(D^ sono 
hon (that book near you). If far from both you and your conversation partner, use $)(D ano, as in 
ano hon (that book over there). 

Things around you 

The following are some common nouns for things around you: 


book 


hon 

bag 

Mix 

kaban 

camera 


kamera 

car 

$ 

kuruma 

cellphone 


keitai 

chair 

ft? 

isu 

computer, PC 

AV ny 

pasokon 

desk 

tn 

tsukue 

eyeglasses 


megane 

key 

st 

kagi 

notebook 

y-h 

noto 

pen 


pen 

sunglasses 


sangurasu 

umbrella 


kasa 

wallet 

n 

saifu 


Demonstrative pronouns kore, 'tfi sore, and $)%l are 

When your conversation partner will know what noun you’re referring to, you don’t have to say 
the common noun but can use demonstrative pronouns, C tl kore (this one), sore (that one 
near you), and are (that one over there) except when you’re referring to people. 
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When referring to people, do not use demonstrative pronouns but always use a demonstra- 
tive adjective along with a common noun — for example, <Jd 0)J\ ano hito ( that person over there). 
To make it sound polite, you can use 7 j kata to mean person, after a demonstrative adjective. For 
example: 

Ano kata wa Tanaka sensei desu. 

That person over there is Professor Tanaka. 



For each of the following, choose the correct answer from the options in parentheses. 


(Are, Ano) wa Tani-san no kaban desu. 

2. (£tl, 

(Kore, Kono) kuruma wa Doitsu no kuruma desu. 

3. 

Watashi no pasokon wa (sore, sono) desu. 

4. (fe®A, 

(Ano hito. Are) wa Tanaka-san desu. 



For each of the following, choose the correct answer from the options in parentheses. 


I.ltkagi {wallet, key, umbrella) 

2. ffifu saifu ( wallet , key, umbrella) 

3. y^7X sangurasu ( sandwich , eyeglasses, notebook, sunglasses) 

4. f \V 73 y pasokon {computer, pen, camera, bread) 


Asking “which?” “what?” and “whose?” 

Sometimes to determine what particular item someone is talking about, you need to ask ques- 
tions using a question word like which item, what item, and whose item. Remember that question 
words cannot be marked by the topic particle hi wa. 


The question word 1£(D dono or }£frl dore (which) 

When you want to ask which or which one, you can say £f<7) dono or <?ftl dore, as in: 

Dono hon desu ka. 

Which book is it? 
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Dore desu ka. 

Which one is it? 

Like H © kono, -?“© sono, and $i>© ano, if© dono must be followed by a noun. 

The question word nani/nan [what) 

To ask what, use M, which is read as nani by itself but as nan when followed by desu, as in 

nan desu ka. For example: 

Kore wa nan desu ka. 

What is this? 

The question word TctKD dare no [whose) 

To ask whose, say Titl<D dare no, which is fit l dare plus the particle © no. After the particle 
© no, you can drop the common noun if understood. For example: 

Kore wa dare no hon desu ka. 

Whose book is this? 

ztmftftcD-vtfro 

Kore wa dare no desu ka. 

Whose is this? 


Translate the following short dialogs into English. 



1. A: £ tilt fit 

Kore wa dare no kasa desu ka. 


B: 

Sore wa Ken-san no kasa desu. 


2. A: tbtlltfitlW ti)\ 

Are wa dare no desu ka. 


B: o 

Are wa Jen-san no desu. 


3. A: feOftt/SnoWA'o 

Ano kuruma wa dare no kuruma desu ka. 
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B: fefUi: 

Are wa Tanaka-san no desu. 


4. a: 

Sumisu-san no wa dore desu ka. 


B: 

Are desu. 


5. A: 

Ano kuruma wa nan desu ka. 


B: &nteb3X®*n-^T'-fo 

Are wa Toyota no Karora desu. 


For each of the following, choose the correct answer from the options in parentheses. 

1 . (Ctl, 

(Kore, Kono) kuruma wa Nihon no kuruma desu. 

2. 

Watashi no wa (sore, sono) desu. 

3. A: 

Sore wa nan desu ka. 

B: 

(Kore, sore) wa kamera desu. 

4. 

Ano hito wa (dare, nan) desu ka. 

5. cnac/c'n, M)t't!i)'o 

Kore wa (dare, nan) desu ka. 

6. 

Sore wa (Yamada-san, Yamada-san no) desu ka. 
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Reorder the items in each set to create a grammatical sentence. 

1. ^ hon, 5 £ chichi, fetl are, (D no, & wa, T'f'desu 

2. Utl kore, T'f' desu, watashi, It wa, <D no 

3. fztl dare, $)<D ano, gakusei, t)'' ka, it wa, desu 

4. fSJ nan, ■’tfrl sore, It wa, T'f" desu, t)'' ka 

5. *T yiEL Ken-san, Etl dore, It wa, desu, t)'' ka, <D no 



One rainy day, many umbrellas are in the classroom. Yukiko and George are trying to figure 
out which one is whose. Complete their conversation as appropriate. 

yukiko — Z-tlltisa— 

Joji-san. Kore wa Joji-san no kasa desu ka. 

GEORGE HlflJA/Off. 

le, boku no ja arimasen. Tanaka-san no desu. 

YUKIKO 

A, so desu ka. 

GEORGE MfDitenVto u<Dl± 'T5'th\ 

Boku no wa kore desu. Yukiko-san no wa desu ka. 

YUKIKO %b<Dlt&tlVTo 

Watashi no wa are desu. 

GEORGE ^tllttEtKD^V'tt)\ 

Ja, sore wa dare no kasa desu ka. 

yukiko 

wa Nanako-san no desu. 
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Using numbers 


► 


This chapter introduces Japanese number systems and many situations where you 
need to use numbers. You will learn how to speak about time-related concepts, 
such as ages, calendar dates, and holidays. You will also learn how to ask and 
answer questions such as “how much?” and “how many?” 

Numbers from 1 to 10 

There are two number systems in Japanese: the Chinese system and the native 
Japanese system. The native Japanese system is a native numeral plus the native 
counter "3 tsu. It is frequently used, and it only goes up to 10 in modern 
Japanese. 

The Chinese system is predominantly used in business/administrative/aca- 
demic contexts. However, shi (four) and shichi (seven) in the Chinese system are 
often replaced by yon and nana in the native Japanese system. In fact, shi, shichi, 
and ku (a variation of kyu) are used only in reciting numerals, such as when 
quickly counting or doing physical exercises. 

Numbers are written as Arabic numerals most of the time in business/admin- 
istrative/academic contexts, but they may be written in kanji. The following table 
shows the Arabic numeral, the kanji, the pronunciation in the Chinese system, and 
the pronunciation in the native Japanese system for the numbers 1 through 10: 


Arabic Numeral 

Kanji 

Chinese System 

Native Japanese System 

1 

— 

1/A3 ichi 

O' hitotsu 

2 

— * 

(Z ni 

Js'ft'O futatsu 

3 

zz: 

c? /A san 

AoO mittsu 

4 

gq 

L shi (or cfc /A yon) 

cfc-oO yottsu 

5 

H 

Ago 

t'TO itsutsu 

6 

A 

'S'n roku 

t?o“3 muttsu 

7 

t 

shichi (or A A nana) 

A A "3 nanatsu 

8 

A 

(itS hachi 

•Y* 0*3 yattsu 

9 

A 

kyu (or ku) 

CC03 kokonotsu 

10 

h 

ju 

t.%5 to 
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Read the sequence of the numbers in the Chinese system from 1 to 10 until you memorize it. 


(C, cJ/A, L, C, -5^, Lt3, §d>'9, Cd>'9 

ichi, ni, san, shi, go, roku, shichi, hachi, kyu, ju 


Read the sequence of the numbers in the native Japanese system from 1 to 10 until you 
memorize it. 

Ut'O, &fcO, c foD, I'DD, ti-tsTD, cl COD, ^43 

hitotsu, futats, mittsu yottsu, itsutsu, muttsu, nanatsu, yattsu, kokonotsu, to 




What is your favorite number? Say it in Japanese in the two systems. 


Numbers from 11 to 99 

The native Japanese number system goes only through 10 in modern Japanese, so beyond that, 
Japanese use the Chinese system. In the Chinese system, the numbers from 11 to 19 are compound 
words consisting of ju (ten) plus one of the other digits. For example, 12 is ju-ni. The even tens 
(twenty, thirty, forty, etc.) are compound words consisting of one of the numbers plus ju (ten). For 
example, 20 is ni-ju. Beyond 20, you use the word for the even ten plus the other digit. As you 
would expect, 23 is ni-ju-san, and 99 is kyu-ju-kyu. 


Read the sequence of the numbers from 11 to 20 aloud. 

Cd>'5V Y *3, bd>'95<, bd>'?Lb>, 

ju-ichi, ju-ni, ju-san, ju-shi, ju-go, ju-roku, ju-shichi, ju-hachi, ju-ku, ni-ju 



Note: Alternative pronuciations for 14, 17, and 19 are ju-yon, ju-nana, and 

ju-kyu. 
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EXERCISE 



Write the following numbers in hiragana or romaji. 


1. 15 

2. 38 

3. 56 

4. 77 

5. 89 


Numbers from 100 to 99,999 


The following table shows the multiples of 100, 1,000, and 10,000. Notice some sound changes 
with the multiples of 100 (hyaku, byaku, and pyaku) and 1,000 (sen and zen). 


100 

t>*< 

hyaku 

1,000 

•fh/u 

sen 

10,000 

ichi-man 

200 

ni-hyaku 

2,000 

ni-sen 

20,000 

XC&h, 

ni-man 

300 

san-byaku 

3,000 

£A/1 i/v 

san-zen 

30,000 

san-man 

400 

£A,£M>< 

yon-hyaku 

4,000 

cfc hj'Zthj 

yon-sen 

40,000 

yon-man 

500 

go -hyaku 

5,000 

tth, 

go-sen 

50,000 

go -man 

600 

rop-pyaku 

6,000 

roku-sen 

60,000 

roku-man 

700 

nana-hyaku 

7,000 

WS&h, 

nana-sen 

70,000 

nana-man 

800 

hap-pyaku 

8,000 

has-sen 

80,000 

hachi-man 

900 

kyu-hyaku 

9,000 

kyu-sen 

90,000 

kyu-man 


46 PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT Basic Japanese 


| EXERCISE | 


Write the following numbers in hiragana or romaji and then pronounce them a few times 
each. 


1. 22,222 

2. 33,333 

3. 66,666 

4. 88,888 

5. 99,999 


Write the following numbers in hiragana or romaji. 

1. 19,800 

2. 44,771 

3. 56,525 



Expressing age with the counter sai 


To express a person’s age, you add /gc sai after the numeral in the Chinese system. For example, 
15 III ju-go-sai means 15 years old. You can express the age of a young child by using the native 
Japanese system also. For example, mittsu means 3 years old. To ask someone his age, say 

/Y Nan-sai desu ka ( How old are you?). For elderly people, you can ask 3ol' ,< s'OT'l* /Y 
O-ikutsu desu ka ( How old are you?) to sound polite. When sai is combined with certain numer- 
als, it causes some sound change, as you can see: 


1 M 


2W 


3 m 


4 m 


5M. 


6 m 


7 m 


8 m 


9 m 


io m 


or 


is-sai ni-sai san-sai yon-sai go-sai roku-sai nana-sai has-sai kyu-sai 


jus-sai or 
jis-sai 



Read the previous table three times aloud. 
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| EXERCISE | 

j 


How old are you? Say it in Japanese. 



Write your grandparents' ages in Japanese. 


Telephone numbers 

The word for telephone number is Vtiii^ffr 'J* denwa-bango. Telephone numbers are expressed 
using the Chinese number system. However, use til'* rei or dZP zero (from the English word 
zero ) for zero. Use cfc/v yon for four and nana for seven. To ask someone’s telephone number, 

say the person’s name and add tY no denwa-bango wa nan desu ka. For 

example: 

Yamada-san no denwa-bango wa nan desu ka. 

What is your phone number, Ms. Yamada? 

For asking someone else’s phone number, you can use tdijp wakarimasu ka at the 
end, as in: 

Yoshikawa-san no denwa-bango wa wakarimasu ka. 

Do you know Mr. Yoshikawa’s telephone number ? 


Read the following sentences aloud , paying attention to the pronunciation of the telephone 
numbers. 

1. 03-5272-4353 U"T 0 

Tokyo no Yamada-san no denwa-bango wa zero-san go-ni-nana-ni yon-san-go-san 
desu. 

2. 06-6459-1 507 Tfo 

Osaka no Ishida-san no denwa-bango wa zero-roku roku-yon-go-kyu ichi-go-zero- 
nana desu. 
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Nagoya no Okawa-san no denwa-bango wa zero-go-ni yon-go-kyu zero-ni-hachi-ichi 
desu. 



Write your telephone number in Arabic numerals and say it in Japanese 10 times. 





Write the cell phone numbers of your family members in Arabic numerals and say them 
three times each in Japanese. 



| EXERCISE | 


Jerry asks Yukiko some questions. Read their conversation and indicate what the underlined 
parts mean. 


JERRY 

Sumimasen. Yukiko-san no denwa-bango wa nan desu ka. 

yukiko 918 - 332-3322 052 - 555-7766 

Keitai wa kyu-ichi-hachi san-san-ni san-san-ni-ni desu. Uchi wa zero-go-ni 
go-go-go nana-nana-roku-roku desu. 

JERRY HHo 

A, so desu ka. Domo. 

Sorekara Junko-san no denwa-bango wa wakarimasu ka. 


Using numbers 


YUKIKO 


1 


1. Chotto wakarimasen. 

jerry &>&>, fro 2. k'Yfe, l A 

A, so desu ka. 2. Ja, ii desu. 

1 . 

2 . 


Telling time 

Time-related expressions include absolute time expressions that specify the time that you can 
point at on a calendar or on a clock — for example, June 2, 4 PM, etc. — and relative time expres- 
sions, such as now, tomorrow, and last month. In addition, Japanese has many words that refer to 
specific time periods in a day. 


Counters for time: ji and 5/ fun 


The following list shows how time is expressed in Japanese. Pay special attention to irregular 
pronunciations. 


1 IP? ichi-ji 1 o’clock 

2 IP? ni-ji 2 o’clock 

3 IP? san-ji 3 o’clock 

4 BP? yo-ji 4 o’clock 

5 IP? go-ji 5 o’clock 

6 BP? roku-ji 6 o’clock 

7 IP? shichi-ji 7 o’clock 

8 IP? hachi-ji 8 o’clock 

9 IP? ku-ji 9 o’clock 

10 BP? ju-ji 10 o’clock 

11 If? ju-ichi-ji 11 o’clock 

12 IP? ju-ni-ji 12 o’clock 


1 ft ip-pun 1 minute 

2 ft ni-fun 2 minutes 

3 ft san-pun 3 minutes 

4 ft yon-pun 4 minutes 

5 ft go-fun 5 minutes 

6 ft rop-pun 6 minutes 

7 ft nana-fun 7 minutes 

8 ft hap-pun (hachi-fun) 8 minutes 

9 ft kyu-fun 9 minutes 

10 ft jup-pun (jip-pun) 10 minutes 
15 ft ju-go-fun 15 minutes 
30 ft san-jup-pun 30 minutes 


Add gozen (AM) and^tJI gogo (PM) before the time phrase. A half an hour (30 min- 
utes) can be expressed by ^ han. For example: 


/ r-fjfj2H. , ?15p>j v gozen ni-ji ju-go-fun ( 2:15 AM) 
*P$k3$k30ft gogo san-ji san-jup-pun ( 3:30 PM) 
d l'nj2lP? T- gozen ni-ji han ( 2:30 AM) 


Use the particle (C ni after a time phrase to express the time of an event. For example: 

7B#Ic4o^^L/c 0 

Shichi-ji ni okimashita. 

I woke up at 7 AM. 


Relative time expressions 

You use relative time expressions to specify time relative to the current moment, such as tomor- 
row or last year. The following list shows some common relative time expressions: 

last month /tJ J sengetsu 

last week /tM senshu 
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last year 


kyonen 

next month 


raigetsu 

next week 


raishu 

next year 


rainen 

now 

/ 

ima 

this month 


kongetsu 

this morning 


kesa 

this week 


konshu 

this year 


kotoshi 

today 


kyo 

tomorrow 

hLTz/mU 

ashita/asu (myonichi) 

tonight 


konban 

yesterday 

mi i 

kino/sakujitsu 


Daily time frames 

Based on the combination of the absolute time and the position of the sun, a day can be divided 
into at least eight time frames, as shown in the following list. Here you can see that gogo can 
mean both PM and afternoon. 


A few hours before sunrise 

umti 

akegata 

A few hours after sunrise 

m 

asa 

Between a few hours after sunrise and noon 


gozenchu 

From noon to 1 PM 

& 

hiru 

Between 1 PM and a few hours before sunset 


gogo 

A few hours before sunset 


yugata 

After sunset and before midnight 


ban 

After midnight and before sunrise 


mayonaka 





MIKE 


A MAN 


MIKE 


A MAN 


Complete the following dialog between Mike and a stranger at a train station. 

1. 'VttS'o 


Sumimasen. Ima, 1. 


Excuse me. What time it is now? 

4, 2l$25#“Z?fo 

Ima, ni-ji ni-ju-go-fun desu. 

It's 2:25 now. 

f}\2. 

A, so desu ka. 2. 


Oh, I see. Thank you. 

le. 

No problem. 


desu ka. 
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I EXERCISE I 


c 


Complete the conversation between Akiko and Takeshi. 


AKIKO 1. IfSiScP.OTttf'o 

Takeshi-san. Kyo wa 1. okimashita ka. 

Takeshi. What time did you wake up today? 
takeshi 2. 4oirSL/co 

Kyo wa 2. okimashita. 

I woke up at 8 o'clock today. 





Mr. Tanaka is going to Boston tomorrow for a conference. Complete the conversation 
between him and Ms. Ueda. 


ms.ueda &Lrz<D$xb>^<DMft®izm'vir'h\ 

Tanaka-san. Ashita no Boston e no hikoki wa nan-ji desu ka. 

What time is the flight for Boston tomorrow, Mr. Tanaka? 

MR. TANAKA 1. 

1 . desu. 


It's at 6:35 AM. 

MS. UEDA fefe, fr> 0 fro 

A, so desu ka. Kaigi wa nan-ji kara desu ka. 

Oh, I see. What time will the conference start? 
MR. TANAKA 2. 

2 . kara desu. 


It starts at 7 PM. 

MS.UEDA $)$), 

A, so desu ka. 

Oh, I see. 

MR. TANAKA O.— 3 — 

Yugata ni wa Nyu Yoku ni modorimasu. 

I'll return to New York by early evening. 


52 PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT Basic Japanese 


The calendar 


To refer to a specific day, you can combine the name of the day in a week, the name of the month, 
the name of the date in the month, and the name of the year. Unlike in English, the names of 

months include numerals 

in Japanese. This section shows you how to combine these names to 

refer to a specific day in Japanese. 


Days of the week 



The following list shows how to express the days 

of the week in Japanese: 

Sunday 

BfflB 

Nichiyobi 

Monday 

klBiB 

Getsuyobi 

Tuesday 

^BSB 

Kayobi 

Wednesday 


Suiyobi 

Thursday 

7kBSB 

Mokuyobi 

Friday 


Kinyobi 

Saturday 

±B8B 

Doyobi 

Months 



The following list shows how to express the months in Japanese: 

January 

in 

Ichi-gatsu 

February 

2 n 

Ni-gatsu 

March 

3H 

San-gatsu 

April 

aH 

Shi-gatsu 

May 

5H 

Go-gatsu 

June 

6 n 

Roku-gatsu 

July 

7n 

Shichi-gatsu 

August 

s n 

Hachi-gatsu 

September 

9 n 

Ku-gatsu 

October 

to n 

Ju-gatsu 

November 

ii n 

Juichi-gatsu 

December 

12 n 

Juni-gatsu 

Days of the month 



The days of the month are 

very difficult to learn because the first 10 days are not systematic. As 

the following list shows, most of the days after the 10th follow an easily learned pattern: 

1st 

IB 

tsuitachi 

2nd 

2B 

futsuka 

3rd 

3B 

mikka 

4 th 

4B 

yokka 

5 th 

5B 

itsuka 

6th 

6B 

muika 

7th 

7B 

nanoka 

8 th 

8B 

yoka 

9 th 

9B 

kokonoka 

10 th 

10 B 

toka 

11th 

liB 

juichi-nichi 

12th 

12 B 

juni-nichi 

13th 

13 B 

jusan-nichi 

14th 

14B 

juyokka 

15th 

15 B 

jugo-nichi 
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16th 

160 

juroku-nichi 

17th 

170 

jushichi-nichi 

18th 

180 

juhachi-nichi 

19 th 

190 

juku-nichi 

20th 

200 

hatsuka 

21st 

210 

niju ichi-nichi 

22nd 

220 

niju ni-nichi 

23rd 

230 

niju san-nichi 

24th 

240 

niju yokka 

25th 

250 

niju go-nichi 

26th 

260 

niju roku-nichi 

27th 

270 

niju shichi-nichi 

28th 

280 

niju hachi-nichi 

29th 

290 

niju ku-nichi 

30th 

300 

sanju-nichi 

31st 

310 

sanjuichi-nichi 


Years are expressed using the Western system, with the counter ff- -nen, as in 2013^ ni-sen- 
ju-san-nen (2013), or using the Japanese system, with ^^7 nengo (era name) and the counter 
-nen, as in Heisei ni-ju-go-nen (Heisei 25, 2013). A new nengo is created every time a 

new emperor ascends the throne in Japan and continues to be used until a different emperor 
takes his place. For example, a date can be written as: 

2013^12^140 ±B80 

(Pronunciation: ni-sen-ju-san-nen ju-ni-gatsu ju-yokka Doyobi) 

Saturday, December 14th, 2013 


I EXERCISE I 




Specify the following in Japanese. 


1. Monday 

2. April 1st 

3. 9 PM 

4. 2:30 AM 

5. 1998 


Asking “when?” 

Here you’ll learn how to ask “when?” appropriately depending on the context. You’ll also learn 
major Japanese holidays. 
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Question word itsu [when) 

Use lOO itsu to ask “when?” You do not need to place a particle after l ''"3 itsu. However, to ask 
more specific question, you can use expressions like MH.p nan-ji (what o’clock ), YYA nan-pun 
(what minute ), MBUE I nan-yobi (what day of a week), Mftj nan-gatsu (what month), M '|- nan- 
nen (what year), {SJ0 nan-nichi (what date), etc., along with the particle (A ni. 

For example: 

Ima nan-ji desu ka. 

What time is it now ? 

Kyo wa nan-yobi desu ka. 

What day is it today ? 


Japanese national holidays 

The following table lists some of Japan’s national holidays. Can you state which date each of the 
national holiday is in Japanese? 


English Translation 

Date 

Japanese 

Romaji 

New Year’s Day 

m nd 

7t;0 

Ganjitsu 

Coming-of-Age Day 

Second Monday of 
January 

kScA©0 

Seijin no hi 

National Foundation Day 

2jd 110 

&SfB£;0 

Kenkoku-kinen-bi 

Vernal Equinox Day 

Around 3k! 200 


Shunbun no hi 

Showa Day 

4jd 290 

Hgfa©0 

Showa no hi 

Constitution Memorial Day 

5Jd 30 

AikridAl 1 

Kenpo kinenbi 

Greenery Day 

5jd 40 

mom 

Midori no hi 

Children’s Day 

5id 50 

£H&®0 

Kodomo no hi 

Ocean Day 

Third Monday of July 

ModU 

Umi no hi 

Respect-for-the-Aged Day 

Third Monday of 
September 

m^om 

Keiro no hi 

Autumnal Equinox Day 

Around 9 ^ 230 

Y6ro)\ i 

Shubun no hi 

Health and Sports Day 

Second Monday of 
October 

ftW©0 

Taiiku no hi 

Culture Day 

11 Jd 30 

fci fc©0 

Bunka no hi 

Labor Thanksgiving Day 

11 Jd 230 

m 

Kinro-kansha no hi 

Emperor’s Birthday 

12jd 230 

AM«0 

Tenno tanjobi 
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I EXERCISE I 


■CTTV 

i 


Answer the following questions in Japanese. 


Kodomo no hi wa itsu desu ka. 

When is the Children's Day? 


2. 

Barentain De wa itsu desu ka. 

When is Valentine's Day? 


the following questions in Japanese based on the fact. 

i. 

Ima, nan-gatsu desu ka. 

What month is it now? 


2 . 9cmtmx*Lrzi)\ 

Sengetsu wa nan-gatsu deshita ka. 

What month was it last month? 


3. 

Raigetsu wa nan-gatsu desu ka. 

What month is it next month? 


4. 

Kyo wa nan-gatsu nan-nichi desu ka. 

What month and date is it today? 


5. 

Ashita wa nan-nichi desu ka. 

What date is it tomorrow? 
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EXERCISE 


i 


Answer the following questions about yourself in Japanese. 


i. 

Nan-nen ni umaremashita ka. 

Which year were you born in? 


2. 

Tanjobi wa itsu desu ka. 

When is your birthday? 


Asking “how much?” at a store 

When you want to purchase something in a store, you need to know how to ask “how much?” 
along with the name of the item you want. You also need to know how to say which item or items 
you would like to purchase. 

Things you might buy at an electronics store 

Examine the following list of goods you might purchase at an electronics store: 


watch/clock 

mm 

tokei 

necklace 

Y-'yXUX 

nekkuresu 

computer 


pasokon 

cellphone 

(sis) 

keitai (denwa) 

smart phone 

xx— h yis-y 

sumatofon 

printer 

7°U XX- 

purinta 

camera 


kamera 

game software 

x-xvxh 

gemusofuto 

scanner 

X^Y^-- 

sukyana 

tablet 

XX'Wh 

taburetto 


Asking “how much?” with tKb ikura 

Use t ^ “n £> ikura to ask the price of something. For example: 

Ano kamera wa ikura desu ka. 

How much is that camera? 

You can also use M HVk'U't' tp Nan-doru desu ka ( How much in dollars?) or Ml 'ITM 1v 
Nan-en desu ka ( How much in Japanese yen?) if currency units need to be clarified. 
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Shopping by saying . . . o kudasai 

Once you decide to buy something, say the name of the item and add /£ cbl'* o kudasai. It 
means Please give it to me, and is a perfect phrase to let the store clerk know what you decided to 
buy. For example: 

Ano tokei o kudasai. 

I’ll take that watch. 

Listing nouns with h to 

If you are buying multiple items, connect them with the particle t. to. For example: 

Kono pasokon to kono sukyana to ano purinta o kudasai. 

May I have this PC, this scanner, and that printer? 


Kazuko is trying to buy a wrist watch at a store in Japan. Complete the following 
conversation appropriately. 

kazuko 

Sumimasen. Sono tokei wa ikura desu ka. 

Excuse me. How much is that watch? 

STORE CLERK 

Kore desu ka. 

This one ? 

kazuko 



Hai. 

Yes. 

STORE CLERK CtlH 1 2,000 RT'to 

Kore wa ichi-man-ni-sen-en desu. 

This one is 1 2,000 yen. 

kazuko $>$>, 1. 

A, so desu ka. Ja, ano tokei wa 1 . desu ka. 

Oh, I see. Then, how much is that watch ? 

STORE CLERK 1 ^OORT'^o 

Are wa sen-go-hyaku-en desu. 

That one is 1,500 yen. 
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KAZUKO 


2. 

Ja, kono tokei to ano tokei o 2. 

Then, please give me this watch and that watch. 

STORE CLERK D ft A T> cT'cfV ^ ^ lT 0 

Arigato gozaimasu. 

Thank you very much. 


Asking “how many?” with counters 

Japanese uses different counters to express the amount or quantity of a variety of items. The 
choice of counters varies depending on the shapes, sizes, and types of items. When you ask “how 
many?” you need to use a number phrase that is made of a numeral and the appropriate 
counter. 

Using number phrases in a sentence 

You need to place a counter after the numeral whenever you want to express the quantity or 
amount of virtually anything — whether it’s people, animals, or cars. The choice of counters varies 
depending on the shape, size, and type of the item. For example, if there are two sheets of origami 
paper, you say fjf D IRA 2 D ftlT Origami ga ni-mai arimasu. If there are two pens, you say 

Ay A2 Afe f) Pen ga ni-hon arimasu. To express existence or to mean there is .. . or there 
are . . . , arimasu is used for inanimate items, and imasu is used for animate 

items. See Chapter 6 for these existential verbs. 

Frequently used counters 

The following are some frequently used counters: 

cylindrical-shaped objects (e.g., bananas, pens, pencils, cigarettes, 
bottles) 

flat-shaped objects (e.g., paper, sheets, tickets, postal stamps) 
mechanical objects (e.g., TV, radio, computer, refrigerator) 
small or medium-size animals (e.g., fish, dogs, cats) 
bound items (e.g., books, dictionaries, notebooks, magazines) 
people (e.g., students, children); a native number phrase is used for one 
(1) and two (2) 

a variety of inanimate items (e.g., chairs, beds, apples, candies); 
used with Japanese native numerals 

Some of these counters cause irregular sound changes. The pronunciations of the counters 
with numerals from 1 to 10 are as follows. Notice that the pronunciation L shi for the number 4 
is rarely used when combined with a counter. 


A hon/bon/pon 

mai 
o' dai 

|ZE hiki/biki/piki 
ffH satsu 
A nin 

tsu 
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The following tables show how different counters are pronounced when they are combined 
with numerals: 


COUNTING LONG ITEMS 


1 A 
eA) 

I i LU 
** 

3A 

(—A) 

4A 

(0A) 

5A 

(EA) 

6 A 
(A*) 

7 A 

(AA) 

8A 

(AA) 

9 A 
(AA) 

10 A 
( hA) 

hj 


hj 

hj 

AfTA 

hj 

hj 

&of£ 

hj 

tdVJT 

hj 

C -o 15° 
A/CofA 

hu 

i P - 

pon 

ni- 

hon 

san- 

bon 

yon- 

hon 

go- 

hon 

rop- 

pon 

nana- 

hon 

hap- 

pon 

kyu- 

hon 

jup-pon/ 

jip-pon 


COUNTING FLAT ITEMS 


1«C 

M&) 

2ft 

(-ft) 

3ft 

(Aft) 

4ft 

(raft) 

5ft 

(Eft) 

6ft 

(Aft) 

7ft 

(Aft) 

8ft 

(Aft) 

9ft 

(Aft) 

10ft 

(Aft) 

a 

PSA 

tA,£ 

A 

A 

cAt' 

A 

AAI; 

A 

A 

td>9^ 

A 

Cl4>9^ 

A 

ichi-mai 

ni-mai 

san-mai 

yon-mai 

go-mai 

roku- 

mai 

nana- 

mai 

hachi- 

mai 

kyu-mai 

ju-mai 


COUNTING MACHINES 


1ft 

eft) 

2ft 

(Aft) 

3ft 

(Aft) 

/lA 

4n 

(raft) 

5ft 

(Aft) 

6ft 

(Aft) 

7ft 

(Aft) 

8ft 

(Aft) 

9ft 

(Aft) 

10ft 

(Aft) 

lA/c 

A 

AAV 

t/CA 

A 

A 

AAV 

3<A 

A 

AAA 

A 

AAA 

A 

ttfi^A 

A 

A Lj) 9 A 
A 

ichi- 

dai 

ni-dai 

san- 

dai 

yon- 

dai 

go- 

dai 

roku- 

dai 

nana- 

dai 

hachi- 

dai 

kyu- 

dai 

ju- 

dai 


COUNTING SMALL OR MEDIUM-SIZE ANIMALS 


1 0 
AE) 

20 

PIS) 

30 

P0) 

40 

(00) 

50 

(S0) 

6 0 
(A0) 

70 

(A0) 

80 

(A0) 

9 0 

(A0) 

100 

(A0) 

t 

Cl>t 

AAA 

t 

AAA 

t 

C'At 

5oA 

t 

AAA 

t 

(VA 

t 

td>9 A 
t 

Cito A 
t / Co 
At 

ip-piki 

ni-hiki 

san-biki 

yon-hiki 

go-hiki 

rop- 

piki 

nana- 

hiki 

hap- 

piki 

kyu- 

hiki 

jup-piki/ 

jip-piki 


COUNTING BOUND ITEMS 


lflfl 

VW) 

2W 

(Cf) 

3ffif 

(HW) 

4ffif 

(0W) 

5ffif 

(AW) 

6ffif 

(AW) 

7ffl} 

(AW) 

8W 

(AW) 

9 W 
(AW) 

ioW 

(AW) 

Aot 

"9 

Pt*9 

t/Ct 

-9 

AAt 

*9 

At "9 

5<t 

*9 

AAt 

-9 

fiot 

-9 

tdVt 

-9 

Cd>ot 

“9 

/ Cot”9 

is-satsu 

ni-satsu 

san- 

satsu 

yon- 

satsu 

go-satsu 

roku- 

satsu 

nana- 

satsu 

has- 

satsu 

kyu- 

satsu 

jus-satsu/ 

jis-satsu 
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COUNTING PEOPLE 


iA 

(-A) 

2A 

(—A) 

3A 

(HA) 

4A 

(HA) 

5A 

(HA) 

6A 

(AA) 

7A 

(AA) 

8A 

(AA) 

9A 

(AA) 

toA 

(AA) 

0 A 

A A 

ci hj\2 

cfcfC 

0\2hu 


W5\2bul 

(if AH 

hr® 5112 

IT® 512 

<0 

<9 

hj 

hj 


hj 

\Jt>\2hj 

hj 

hj 

hj 

hito-ri 

futa-ri 

san-nin 

yo-nin 

go-nin 

roku- 

nin 

nana-nin/ 

shichi-nin 

hachi- 

nin 

kyu-nin 

ju-nin 


COUNTING MEDIUM-SIZE INANIMATE ITEMS 


VO 

(-O) 

20 

(0.0) 

30 

(H3) 

4 O 
(BO) 

50 

(hO) 

60 

(A 

O) 

70 

(A 

O) 

80 

(Ao) 

90 

(A o) 

io(A) 

x>t 

o 

AA 

o 

Ao 

o 

cfco 

O 

\ oo 
o 

t?o 

O 

ts.tr. 

o 

■Y’-o 

o 

Z.Z.CT) 

o 


hito-tsu 

futa-tsu 

mit-tsu 

yot-tsu 

itsu-tsu 

mut- 

tsu 

nana- 

tsu 

yat-tsu 

kokono- 

tsu 

to 


The most neutral way of expressing the amount or the quantity of some item in a sentence is to 
place a number phrase after the item you are counting along with the associated particle. For example: 

Kitte ga san-mai arimasu. 

There are three postage stamps. 

%c<rc2i\ 

Kitte o san-mai kudadai. 

Please give me three stamps. 

You can list multiple items in a sentence along with number phrases, as shown here: 

100 H©tJJAA3f&A 120H©tJJ^2j£&D3:1~o 

Hyaku-en no kitte ga san-mai to, hyaku-ni-ju-en no kitte ga ni-mai arimas. 

There are three 100-yen stamps and two 120-yen stamps. 

100 H©tJJAA3 $Ct, 120H©tJJAA2f&< A£ 

Hyaku-en no kitte o san-mai to hyaku-ni-ju-en no kitte o ni-mai kudasai. 

Please give me three 100-yen stamps and two 120-yen stamps. 


Write the pronunciation of the following phrases in hiragana or romaji. 
example Five origami sheets: cTiiV'' go-mai (5$0 

1. Two students: 

2. Three machines: 

3. Two apples: 

4. Five books: 

5. Three cats: 

6. One dog: 
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EXERCISE 




Translate the following sentences into Japanese. 

1. There are two dogs. [jK inu means dog) 


2. There are four postage stamps, kitte means postage stamp) 


3. There are three cars. ($ kuruma means car) 


4. Please give me three notebooks. (/ — h noto means notebook ) 


5. Please give me two bananas. banana means banana) 


6. Please give me two bananas and three apples. (D/ccT ringo means apple) 
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Around town 


This chapter explains the basic verb conjugation system and shows you different 
way of expressing and asking about actions such as coming and going. You’ll also 
learn how to ask questions that inquire “anywhere?” and “where?” as well as how 
to reply to such questions. 

Basic verb forms and verb classes 

Unlike English verbs, Japanese verbs do not change their forms based on person, 
gender, or number, but they change their forms based on the formality of speech 
(plain or polite), polarity (affirmative or negative), and tense (non-past or past). 
Non-past tense is used to express future actions and habitual actions, or actions 
that have not yet started. Past tense is used to express past actions or actions that 
have completed. There are only two major irregular verbs, <5 suru (do) and 
kuru (come), and all the rest are regular verbs. There are two kinds of regular 
verbs: ru verbs and u verbs. 

Dictionary and masu forms of verbs 

The dictionary form of a verb is the plain non-past affirmative form. It is the short- 
est verb form that can end a sentence. It is called “dictionary form” because it is 
used for listing verbs in dictionaries. The masu form of a verb is the polite non- 
past affirmative form. It is the polite version of the dictionary form. For example, 
the dictionary form of the verb to eat is jik'A?) taberu, whereas its masu form is 
tabemasu. 

Ru and u verbs 

kaeru and kaeru are homophones. They sound the same in their 
dictionary forms, but their meanings are different, as shown by their differing 
kanji. § kaeru means to change and kaeru means to return. Although 
their dictionary forms are the same, they conjugate differently. The masu form of 
A. kaeru is A. I; kaemasu, and the masu form of f\U^> kaeru is 
kaerimasu. So, for some verbs, you drop the final ru in the dictionary form and 
add masu to get a masu form. However, for other verbs, you drop u (pronounce it 
as oo not asyoo) and add imasu. The verbs in which you have to drop ru are called 
ru verbs and those in which you have to drop u are called u verbs. 

The following table lists representative ru verbs and u verbs as well as the two 
major irregular verbs in the dictionary form and masu form. To conjugate a verb, 
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you find out its verb class (ru verb, u verb, or irregular verb) and check the ending of the diction- 
ary form, and then you follow the pattern of one of the verbs in the following table: 


Verb 

Class 

Ending of the Dictionary 
Form 

Dictionary Form 
(Plain non-past 
affirmative) 

Masu Form 
(Polite non-past 
affirmative) 

Hiragana 

Romaji 

Ru verb 

. . . e§ 

. . . eru 

kaeru (change) 

kaemasu 

. . . i§ 

. . . iru 

# § kiru (wear) 

# ^ kimasu 

U verb 

...-f 

. . . su 

hanasu (speak) 

O.i&XsIX.'i' hanashimasu 

...< 

...ku 

fp i kaku (write) 

kakimasu 

. . .<" 

■ ■ gu 

i3 X <" oyogu (swim) 

oyogimasu 

...is 

. . . mu 

XtS yomu (read) 

yomimasu 

...& 

. . . nu 

LXi shinu (die) 

shinimasu 

...«£ 

. . . bu 

tobu (jump) 

tobimasu 

. . f) 

. . . vowel + u 

iXO kau (buy) 

kaimasu 

. . .§ 

. . . ru 

kiru (cut) 

# 0 ^ ~X kirimasu 

. ..‘O 

. . . tsu 

X.'O matsu (wait) 

machimasu 

Irregular verb 

i § kuru (come) 

# ^ kimasu 

§ suru (do) 

shimasu 


If you can see that the verb class is ambiguous only if a verb ends in -iru or -eru, you are on 
the right track. If a verb does not end in -iru or -eru, you can trust that it’s an u verb. If it ends in 
-iru or -eru, you need to remember which class the verb belongs to each time. In this book, verbs 
are specified for verb class only if they end in -iru or -eru. 

I EXERCISE I 


Change the following verbs from the dictionary form to the masu form. You should know 
whether they are ru verbs or u verbs by looking at their endings. 

1 . IX § toru (take) 

2. ft's uru (sell) 

3. hajimaru (start) 

4. tsukuru (make) 

5. WtiS yomu (read) 

6. nomu (drink) 

7. M "2 kau (buy) 

8. UK kaku (write) 

9. i'k'Coyogu (swim) 

10. hakobu (carry) 

1 1 . W“S> matsu (wait) 

12. sS'f' hanasu (speak) 
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The following verbs are all ru verbs in the dictionary form. Convert them to the masu form. 



1. kaeru ( change ) 

2. kiru (wear) 

3. taberu (eat) 

4. neru (sleep) 


The following verbs are all u verbs in the dictionary form. Convert them to the masu form. 

1 . M'S) kaeru ( return ) 

2. W'S) kiru (cut) 

3. hashiru (run) 

4. shaberu (chat) 



Frequently used verbs 

Motion verbs like to go and to come are very frequently used in daily life. There are many native 
verbs, and there are also many suru verbs — verbs that are created by combining Sino-Japanese 
vocabulary written in kanji characters and the verb M %> suru (do). In addition, many suru verbs 
are made from English. Suru verbs conjugate like the verb M'S) suru, one of the two major 
irregular verbs. The following list includes some frequently used Japanese verbs: 


buy 

W) 

kau 

clean 

mmtz 

soji suru 

come 

m^s> 

kuru 

do 

M'S) 

suru 

do laundry 

msMz 

sentaku suru 

drink 

iXis 

nomu 

eat 


taberu (ru verb) 

g° 

'u< 

iku 

make 


tsukuru 

make a copy 


kopi suru 

read 


yomu 

return 

'M'S) 

kaeru (u verb) 

sleep 


neru (ru verb) 

study 

M’ffiiM'S) 

benkyo-suru 

wake up 


okiru 

write 

*< 

kaku 
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Write the appropriate Japanese verbs using two forms — the dictionary form and the masu 
form. 

1 . to make 


2 . to read 


3 . to write 


4 . to drink 


5 . to go 


6 . to study 


7 . to come 



The following verbs end in either -iru or -eru. Do you remember whether they are ru verbs 
or u verbs? If not, check the earlier vocabulary list on page 65 or use a dictionary to find their 
verb class and change them into the masu form. 

1. taberu 

2. !)#?> kaeru 

3 . neru 
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The following commonly used verbs are not included in the list on page 65. They do not end 
in -iru or -eru, so you can be sure that they are u verbs. Change them to their masu form. 

1. naru ( become ) 

2 . uru {sell) 

3. ![>!§ toru {take) 

4. UtK kiku ( listen ) 

5. aruku {walk) 

6. kasu {lend) 

7. s&'t' hanasu {speak) 

8. ^9 au {meet) 

9. i!fci) arau (wash) 

1 0. matsu {wait) 

1 1 . motsu (hold) 

12. yasumu {rest) 

13. {ii? sumu {reside, live) 

14. shinu {die) 

15. erabu {select) 

16. hakobu (carry) 



The following verbs all end in -iru or -eru. Compare the two forms of each verb and 
determine whether it is a ru verb or an u verb. 

1. A§ hairu {enter), A hairimasu 

2. hashiru (run), hashirimasu 

3. IffKt?) akeru {open), akemasu 

4. H § kiru {wear), kimasu 

5. [*j shimeru {close), shimemasu 

6. ageru {give), $)lf agemasu 
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7. shiru {get to know), shirimasu 

8 . tsukeru {turnon), tsukemasu 

9. suteru {throw away), sutemasu 

10. oboeru {memorize), oboemasu 


Going to the supermarket 

Here you will learn how to express coming and going, how to make a verb negative, and some 
terms that refer to various places around town. With this knowledge, you will be able to ask 
someone whether he will go to the supermarket, or reply to such a question. 

Showing the destination with 1C ni or e 

To express coming and going, use the verbs fa's iku, kuru, and kaeru and mark the 
destination with the particle (X ni or which is read as e rather than he. (C ni has many more 
functions than the particle ^ e, and you cannot use them interchangeably all the time. However, 
for marking where you are going, you can use either one. For example: 

Watashi wa supa ni ikimasu. 

Watashi wa supa e ikimasu. 

I’ll go to the supermarket. 

The polite non-past negative suffix masen 

T/o masen is a negative counterpart of S'!* masu and makes the verb negative. For example, 
ikimasen means I will not go. 

The negative scope marker & wa 

The part of a sentence that is negated is usually marked by 1$. wa. Using this marker is optional 
but preferred. It is a little confusing because (i wa also marks topics (Chapter 2), so you will see 
wa in both affirmative and negative sentences. For example, compare the two responses to the 
question /i(^X — 7^ — Ashita wa supa ni ikimasu ka ( Will you go to the 

supermarket tomorrow?): 

Ashita wa ikimasen. 

I won’t go there tomorrow (although I might go there the day after tomorrow). 

Supa ni wa ikimasen. 

I won t go to the supermarket (although I might go somewhere else tomorrow). 

Places around town 

Use the following terms to talk about various places around town: 

apartment /V'v — b apato 

bookstore hon’ya 

cafe kissaten 
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department store 

fh-h 

depato 

home 


uchi 

hospital 


byoin 

karaoke 


karaoke 

library 

Mi® 

toshokan 

movie theater 

Mi® 

eigakan 

park 


koen 

post office 

SHIM 

yubinkyoku 

restaurant 

UXb ffiy 

resutoran 

supermarket 

x-^- 

supa 


Stores: . . 



ya 


You can refer to some types of stores by using a friendly term that ends in ya. For example, book- 
stores are called either hon’ya or HrJtk shoten. The former is more frequently used in con- 
versations than the latter, which is limited in formal situations such as for business. If you go to 
Japan, you may want to look for the shops and stores in the following list: 


(Korean style) barbecue restaurant 

bakery 

bar 

bookstore 
fish market 
flower shop 
Japanese-style bar 
liquor store 
meat store 
ramen shop 
shoe store 
sushi shop 
toy store 




y-fy 


UtM 

tLM 


yakinikuya 

pan’ya 

nomiya 

hon’ya 

sakanaya 

hanaya 

izakaya 

sakaya 

nikuya 

ramen’ya 

kutsuya 

sushiya 

omochaya 



Match the words in the two columns. 


1. 7 V \— h depato 

2. X — 7^ — supa 

3. k-X.bvX resutoran 

4. 'otS uchi 

5. Kill® toshokan 

6. HtJH hon'ya 

7. KfcJU kutsuya 

8. pan'ya 


a. restaurant 

b. shoe store 

c. bakery 

d. home 

e. department store 

f. supermarket 

g. library 

h. bookstore 
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EXERCISE 



Complete the following short dialogs. 
i. 

Kyo wa toshokan ni ikimasu ka. 

B: IClCX. , 


le. 


2. A: 


Tanaka-san wa kyo 

B: 

ie, kimasen. 

3. A: 

Ashita wa depato ni ikimasu ka. 

B: tile , 

Hai, 


4. A: 


Itsu uchi ni 


B: hLTcU’O^to 

Ashita kaerimasu. 




ka. 


Asking “where?” and saying anywhere , somewhere , 
and nowhere 

Here you’ll learn how to ask “where?” and “somewhere/anywhere?” and how to reply to such 
questions with words like somewhere or nowhere. 

Asking “where?” 

To ask where someone is going, use the question word H H doko. Just place it where you expect 
the answer to be and add the particle ka at the end of the sentence. For example: 

Kyo wa doko ni ikimasu ka. 

Where are you going today ? 

The polite version of Htl doko is dochira. (See Chapter 2.) 
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Existential pronouns 

To say somewhere or anywhere, add the particle Af* ka right after the question word if cl doko. 
For example: 

'^7'B if cl Ah tc—TT c? ^ 

Kyo wa dokoka ni ikimasu. 

I will go to somewhere today. 

^7 £1 if cl tr* Ic-fT cf ^ f)\ 

Kyo wa dokoka ni ikimasu ka. 

Are you going to anywhere today ? 

You can use the same method with other question words, such as fitl dare (who). The fol- 
lowing table provides some examples. The particles Aft ga and o are usually deleted after such 
existential pronouns. 


English 

Japanese 

Romaji 

Examples 

someone! anyone 

tctlfA 

dareka 

!a 0 Dareka to issho ni 
shimasu ka. Will (you) do (it) together with 
someone ? 

"T tPo Dareka kimasu ka? Will 
someone come ? 

somewhere/anywhere 


dokoka 

if (I Ah hi f j'cfT'T fAo Dokoka ni ikimasu ka. 
Will you go somewhere ? 

something/anything 

Wa 

nanika 

' T'To Nanika to aimasen. (It) will 
suit with something. 

Nanika kaimasu ka. Will you 

buy something ? 


Negative pronouns 

If you are going nowhere, add mo after if cl II doko ni and make the verb negative. For 
example: 

^7 El 1 ^ if cl l <- 1 f r cf ^ dir hj o 

Kyo wa doko ni mo ikimasen. 

I will go nowhere today. / 1 will not go anywhere today. 

You can use the same method with other question words, such as dare (who). The fol- 
lowing table provides some examples. The particle Aft ga and o must be deleted after such 
existential pronouns. 
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English 

Japanese 

Romaji 

Examples 

no one (not . . . 
anyone) 


dare . . . mo 

tt\ Dare to mo hanashi- 

masen. (He) does not talk with anyone. 

tt% Dare mo kimasen. No one 

will come. 

nowhere (not . . . 
anywhere) 


doko . . . mo 

Doko ni mo ikimasen. 

I will not go anywhere. 

nothing (not . . . 
anything) 

M . . . t 

nani . . . mo 

M b tnl- ^-f±/uo Nani to mo aimasen. (It) 
does not suit with anything. 

Nani mo kaimasen. (I) will not buy anything. 


Complete the sentences. 

1 . 4-0 It 

Kyo wa ikimasu ka. 

Where are you going today? 

2. 4*0 fi frtSffro 

Kyo wa ikimasu ka. 

Will you go to somewhere today? 

3 . $>LfzlZ 

Ashita wa . 

I won't go anywhere tomorrow. 



Translate the following sentences into Japanese. 

1 . I will go to the bookstore today. 

2. I will not go anywhere tomorrow. 

3 . Will you go to somewhere tomorrow? 

4 . Where will you go today? 
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Habitual actions 

Habitual actions are actions you do repeatedly, such as daily or weekly. Here you’ll learn how to 
ask someone whether he/she often goes to a certain place. You’ll also learn about adverbs related 
to frequency. 

Asking about habitual actions with X yoku [often) 

To ask someone whether he/she often goes to a certain place, use the non-past tense of the verb 
It's iku (to go) and add the frequency adverb yoku, which means often. For example: 

Tanaka-san wa yoku restoran ni ikimasu ka. 

Do you often go to a restaurant, Mr. Tanaka ? 

Frequency adverbs 

The following list shows commonly used frequency adverbs. The adverbs marked with * need to 
be used with a negative verb, as in the following example: 

Watashi wa resutoran ni wa amari ikimasen. 

I don’t go to restaurants very often. 


often 

d:< 

yoku 

sometimes 


tokidoki 

once in a while 

fc&K 

tamani 

not very often 


amari* 

rarely . . . 

kb-olcln* 

mettani* 

never . . . 

df/YdfA/ 

zenzen* 


| EXERCISE I 


Translate the following sentences into English. 


Yoku resutoran ni ikimasu. 


2. 

Tokidoki depato ni ikimasu. 


3. fcSfc&SKfrtS-ro 

Tama ni koen ni ikimasu. 
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4. 

Toshokan ni wa amari ikimasen. 


5. 

Karaoke ni wa zenzen ikimasen. 


For each of the following, choose the correct answer from the options in parentheses. 

i. £<*MK(?rt3;^fT#a:^)o 

Yoku hon'ya ni (ikimasu, ikimasen). 

Eigakan ni wa amari (ikimasu, ikimasen). 

3. 

Tokidoki izakaya ni (ikimasu, ikimasen). 



Making suggestions 

Here you will learn about making suggestions and specifying absolute and approximate times. 
You will also learn how to express the purpose of going somewhere. 

. . . masen ka and . . . o masho 

To suggest doing something, use the negative question ending masen ka instead of 

masu. If you want to say Let’s do something! use ^ L <£ O masho. For example: 

Resutoran ni ikimasen ka. 

Why don’t we go to a restaurant ? 

UX h ^ L ck O o 

Resutoran ni ikimasho. 

Let’s go to a restaurant. 

If you use ^Ld; O masho in a form of a question, it is understood as a suggestion or offer- 
ing of help. For example: 

k-X h Lt v t)\ 

Resutoran ni ikimasho ka. 

Shall we go to a restaurant ? 

Watashi ga soji shimasho ka. 

Shall I clean ? 
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If it includes a question word, it will be used for inviting suggestions: 

Dono resutoran ni ikimasho ka. 

To which restaurant shall we go? 

Specifying an absolute time with 1C ni 

To say when, use time expressions such as tomorrow, next week, and on Monday. After absolute 
time expressions such as Monday, use the particle IT. ni. After relative time expressions such as 
tomorrow, you do not need to use IT ni. For example: 

7j<Bi H IT' t LMlilff # 

Suiyobi ni sushiya ni ikimasen ka. 

How about going to a sushi restaurant on Wednesday? 

4 0 ‘ t LMfcfT t S' G/viPo 

Kyo sushiya ni ikimasen ka. 

How about going to a sushi restaurant today? 

For relative and absolute time expressions, see Chapter 3. 

Saying approximately 

To say approximately for quantity, amount, and time expressions, use kurai or 

gurai after the number phrase. For time expressions, you can also use cT 5 goro. For example: 

San-ji gurai ni kimasu. 

(He) will come here around 3 o’clock. 

Kukki o go-mai gurai tabemasu. 

(He) eats about five cookies. 

Go-ji goro ni kimasu. 

(He) will come here around 5 o’clock. 

Expressing the purpose of going with . . . j <^ ni iku 

Instead of mentioning a destination, you might want to mention the purpose of going. If so, use 
a verb in the stem form and add the particle (A ni. The stem form of a verb is usually the form you 
see before itlT masu in the masu form. Therefore, the stem form is often called pre-masu form. 
For example: 

Eiga o mi ni ikimasen ka. 

Why don’t we go to see a movie? 

Some nouns can be followed by iAni to show the purpose of going. For example, dpyyy 
(Af jX kyanpu ni iku means to go camping. The following are some examples of purpose of 
going, expressed either with a verb stem or a noun: 

to go camping dspyyy \z _\ y kyanpu ni iku 

to go for a drink fiX'A-A'f jA nomini iku 

to go shopping hT jA kaimononiiku 
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to go to buy . . . 
to go to eat . . . 
to go to see . . . 
to visit . . . 




o kai ni iku 
o tabe ni iku 
o mi ni iku 




ni asobi ni iku 



Translate the following sentences into English. 

Konban eiga o mi ni ikimasen ka. 


2. 

Kyanpu ni ikimasen ka. 


3. 

Doyobi ni kaimono ni ikimasen ka. 


4. 

Ashita Nihongo no jisho o kai ni ikimasen ka. 


5. 


Rainen Okinawa ni asobi ni ikimasen ka. 


Raishu Maiku-san no uchi ni asobi ni ikimasen ka. 


6 . 


7. MR# £'5 ^ Let ^ i)\ 

Nan-ji goro ni ikimasho ka. 
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EXERCISE 


^ 5 ^ 


Translate the following into Japanese. 

1 . Will you go to the supermarket today? 


2. Will you go anywhere tomorrow ? 


3. Why don't we go to Japan next year? 


4. Do you often go to restaurants? 


5. I don't go to a library very often. 


6. Let's go to the park! 


Transportation 

Here you’ll learn how to specify the form of transportation and the length of time needed to go 
somewhere. You’ll also learn some useful sentence-final particles you can use for getting an 
agreement for your statement or for emphasizing your statement. 

Specifying the form of transportation with T de 

To specify how you go somewhere, say the form of the transportation and add the particle T? de. 
The particle T? de is used with many different verbs, but it usually specifies the item or condition 
used for the action. When the action is going, U de specifies the form of transportation. For 
example, Osaka ni kuruma de ikimasu means (I) will go to Osaka by car. 

If you walk somewhere rather than use another form of transportation, use ''T aruite, which 

is the te form of the aruku (to walk). For example, Aruite tosho- 

kan ni ikimasu means I go to the library on foot or I walk to the library. See Chapter 5 for more 
about the te form of verbs. 


Words for transportation 

Use the following words to refer to different modes of transportation: 


airplane 

bicycle 

bus 

car 


fmt 


wx 


hikoki 

jitensha 

basu 

kuruma 
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ferry ~7xV — 

shinkansen (bullet train) 
subway ftiThM 

taxi — 

train 


ferl 

shinkansen 

chikatetsu 

takushi 

densha 


Counters for hours and minutes 

To specify the length of time needed for an activity, use the counters Bvf HU jikan (hours) and 'vf 
fun ( minutes ) and the verb kakaru (to take, to cost). For example, lfkrHUlS^/b^Ditih 

Ichi-jikan ju-go-fun kakarimasu means It takes one hour and 15 minutes. Here we are talking 
about the length of time needed for an activity rather than the time of day 

Sentence-ending particles fa ne and <£ yo 

End a sentence with fd ne if you want to get an agreement to your statement. End a sentence with 
cfc yo if you want to emphasize your statement. For example: 

Ii tenki desu ne. 

It’s a nice weather, isn’t it? 

Nihongo wa kantan desu yo. 

Japanese is easy, I tell you! 


Complete each sentence with the appropriate word or phrase. 

1 . 

Watashi wa kaisha ni ikimasu. 

I drive to my company. 

2 . „ 

Watashi wa daigaku ni ikimasu. 

I go to my university by a bus and a train. 

3. fr#£“fo 

Haha wa supa ni ikimasu. 

My mother walks to the supermarket. 

4. 'Jf §*)£■& 

kaerimasen ka. 

Why don't we go home by taxi? 

5. CCKSfcSLfco 

Tanaka-san wa koko ni kimashita. 

Mr. Tanaka came here by bicycle. 
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The following passage was written by Takeshi. Read it carefully and answer the questions 
that follow. 

■Cilll 'TV to Mile It r t mmTft ^XT'15 ftb 

mWBNiT'to ^ZT'25ftTto %klt±^(DM^(D^T"to 

Chichi wa ginko de hataraite imasu. Ginko ni wa basu to densha de ikimasu. Basu de ju-go- 
fun to densha de sanjup-pun desu. Ane wa kangoshi desu. Byoin ni wa basu de ikimasu. Basu 
de ni-ju-go-fun desu. Watashi wa daigaku no eigo no gakusei desu. Daigaku ni wa basu to 
chikatetsu de ikimasu. Ichi-jikan kakarimasu. 

1 . How long does it take for Takeshi's father to commute? 

2. How about for his sister? 

3. What modes of transportation does Takeshi use to commute to his school? 



Read the following dialog between Takeshi and George and answer the questions that 
follow. 

takeshi 

Konban karaoke ni ikimasen ka. 

GEORGE 

li desu ne. Ikimasho. 

ii means good) 

TAKESHI 

Nan-ji goro? 

GEORGE 7 Bfkfc? 

Shichi-ji wa? 

TAKESHI 



li desu yo. Takako-san mo Yukiko-san mo sasoimasho. 

GEORGE X.K.O 

E. 
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1. When are they going to karaoke? 


2. Who are going? 


3. What does li desu ne in the dialog mean? 


4. What does X li desu yo in the dialog mean? 
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Talking about activities 


◄ 


This chapter shows you how to express a variety of activities while paying close 
attention to the time and the aspect of the action using different kinds of adverbs 
and verb forms. You’ll learn how to talk about activities that occur often in your 
life, activities you’ve done in the past, and activities you’re planning to do. You’ll 
also learn how to express your abilities and how to make requests. 

Recurring activities 

Here you’ll learn how to talk about the activities you do daily, using a variety of 
verbs for actions. 

Words for proportional frequency 

Adverbs like usually and always refer to proportional frequency: 

usually /ifA'CV ' 1 taitei 

always itsumo 

The direct object marker o 

For many actions, you need to specify the item that the action directly affects or 
applies to. These items are traditionally called direct objects in grammar. A direct 
object can be a thing or a person. In English, we know which noun is the direct 
object because it immediately follows a verb, without an intervening preposition. 
By contrast, in Japanese, the word order can be flexible. However, a direct object 
is clearly marked by the particle o. Read the following sentences and identify 
the direct object in each: 

Haha wa yoku keki o tsukurimasu. 

My mother often makes a cake. 

Tanjobi ni tomodachi o go-nin shotai shimasu. 

I’ll invite five of my friends on my birthday. 

Daily routines 

Certain actions are part of the daily routine for almost everyone. For example: 


to brush one’s teeth 
to get dressed 


ha o migaku 
fuku o kiru 
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to go to bed 
to have breakfast 
to have dinner 
to have lunch 
to take a shower 
to wake up 
to wash one’s face 


mz> 


neru 

asa-gohan o taberu 
ban-gohan o taberu 
hiru-gohan o taberu 
shawa o abiru 
okiru 
kao o arau 


Specifying the location of activities with T de 

To specify the location of an activity, use the particle 7? de. For example: 

Uchi de eiga o mimasu. 

I watch a movie at home. 


Think of de as marking what is being used for the action. It could be a transportation 
method, the location of an activity, a tool, or some means. For example: 

Kuruma de ikimasu. 

I go there by car. 

Toshokan de benkyo shimasu. 

I study at the library. 

Hashi de tabemasu. 

I eat with chopsticks. 

fj§ L/C ‘n fc ci L 

Nihon-go de hanashite kudasai. 

Please speak in Japanese. 


Activities on weekends 


What do you do on weekends? Read manga? Watch anime? Practice karate? You can use the fol- 
lowing phrases to express what you do on weekends: 


to dine 
to go fishing 
to go shopping 

to go to a park 

to have a party at home 

to learn French 

to play a game 

to play tennis 

to play the piano 

to play the trumpet 

to read a magazine 

to read manga (comic books) 

to read a newspaper 

to run 

to send an email 
to sing (at karaoke) 
to swim 


&0KfT< 

mmmm 

& 

me 


shokuji o suru 
tsuri o suru 

kaimono o suru/kaimono 
ni iku 
koen ni iku 
homupati o suru 
Furansu-go o narau 
gemu o suru 
tenisu o suru 
piano o hiku 
toranpetto o fuku 
zasshi o yomu 
manga o yomu 
shinbun o yomu 
hashiru 
meru suru 
(karaoke de) utau 
oyogu 
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to use a computer 


pasokono suru/ 
pasokon o tsukau 

to walk around in the town Wf^y ^y machi o burabura suru 

to watch a movie 0&|Si ; §rM§ eiga o miru 

to watch anime 7— animeomiru 

to write a letter ^ tegamiokaku 

The verb to play 

The English verb to play is translated in Japanese differently depending on what is done. For play- 
ing a sport or game, use 'jt* <5 suru (to do). For playing a musical instrument, use a verb that 
applies to the particular instrument — such as ’jlK hiku for string instrument and keyboard and 
fuku (to blow) for wind instruments. When you’re using to play as an intransitive verb, as in 
Children are playing, use 'MJrn asobu (to play). 





Translate the following sentences into English. 


1 . 




2. „ 

3. 

4. y-ivfctaifo 

5. 


Zasshi o yomimasu. 
Tegami o kakimasu. 
Eiga o mimasu. 
Gemu o shimasu. 
Piano o hikimasu. 





Complete each of the following sentences with 
the English translations. 


ni or ft o. For a greater challenge, cover 


1 . Trt—b 

Depato ikimasu. 

I will go to a department store. 

2. 

Keki tsukurimasu. 

I will make a cake. 


3 . m 


Shinbun yomimasu. 

I will read a newspaper. 


mm shinbun means newspaper) 
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4. (movie) 

Eiga mimasu. 

I will watch a movie. 

5. (cloth) JtV^fo 

Yofuku kaimasu. 

I will buy clothes. 

6. -r— X L£“fo 

Tenisu shimasu. 

I will play tennis. 

7. y— A 

Gemu shimasu. 

I will play a game. 

8. 

Uchi kaerimasu. 

I will go home. 


Complete each of the following sentences with T de or f<_ ni. For a greater challenge, 
cover the English translations. 

1. 

I will go home. 

Uchi kaerimasu. 

2. 

Uchi nemasu. 

I will sleep at home. 

3. ZZis— 

TakushI uchi kaerimasu. 

I will go home by taxi. 

4. 

Resutoran ikimasu. 

I will go to a restaurant. 

5. 1/Xh9> Ik^t o 

Resutoran tabemasu. 

I will eat at a restaurant. 
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6 . wmtmto 

Eigakan eiga o mimasu. 

I will watch a movie at a movie theater. 

7 . Ayay 

Uchi pasokon anime o mimasu. 

I will watch anime at home using a computer. 


Complete each of the following sentences with Zt o, T' de, or 1C ni. For a greater 
challenge, cover the English translations. 


i. ■5'b 



Uchi 

keki 

tabemasu. 

1 will eat a cake at home. 


2. 

■9b> 


Keki 

uchi 

tabemasu. 

1 wiii eat a cake at home. 


3. $ 



Kuruma 

Bosuton 

ikimasu. 

1 will go to Boston by car. 


4. 




Watashi wa foku to naifu tabemasu. 

I eat with a fork and a knife. 

5 . o 

Haha wa hashi tabemasu. 

My mother eats with chopsticks. 

e. 

Ani wa karate to kendo shimasu. 

My older brother does karate and kendo. 
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Translate the following passage into English. 


| exercise | 


7^— Mc«fc<fTt£f 0 ^h*^, 
o WP.,m WMKMSt o 

Shumatsu wa taitei gozenchu ni kaimono ni ikimasu. Depato ni yoku ikimasu. Sorekara, 
resutoran de shokuji o shimasu. Sorekara, gogo, eigakan de eiga o mimasu. 

('ttlfi'E) sorekara means then, in addition ) 


I EXERCISE I 




In Japanese, write what you do on weekends. 


Identifying the action performer 

In Japanese, the subject noun is marked by the particle if' ga. The subject noun can be the person 
who performs the action. If you want to specify the person who accompanies the person for doing 
the same action, use the particle t. to. 

Specifying the action performer with the subject marker fy* ga 

The subject is marked by if ga. For example: 

Tzflif $ £ 17 j \, 

Dare ga gita o hikimasuka. 

Who will play the guitar? / Who plays the guitar? 

Yamada-san ga hikimasu. 

Ms. Yamada will play it. / Ms. Yamada plays it. 
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The subject noun can also be the topic of the sentence at the same time in many cases. Then, 
the topic particle hi wa discussed in Chapter 2 can mark the subject, covering and hiding the 
particle t) s ga. For example: 

iJUBa £##£^0 

Yamada-san wa gita o hikimasu. 

Ms. Yamada will play the guitar. / Ms. Yamada plays the guitar. 

Specifying the accompanying action performer with b to 

When one does something with someone else, the latter person is marked by the particle b to. 
For example: 

Kyo wa Tanaka-san ga Yamada-san to uchi ni kimasu. 

Mr. Tanaka will come to my house with Ms. Yamada today. 

Of course, you can rephrase it like this: 

Kyo wa Tanaka-san to Yamada-san ga uchi ni kimasu. 

Mr. Tanaka and Ms. Yamada will come to my house today. 

See Chapter 3 for using the particle b to for listing items as in the above sentence. 





Complete each of the following sentences with either ga or o. For a greater challenge, 
cover the English translations. 


1. fobt 

Tanaka-san ga Mori-san shotai-shimasu. 

Mr. Tanaka invites Mr. Mori. 

shotai-suru means to invite) 

2. fiSA, mWL^to 


Mori-san o Tanaka-san shotai-shimasu. 

Mr. Tanaka invites Mr. Mori. 

3. &L fz.hiM T/u&Z „ 

Ashita wa haha tenpura tsukurimasu. Sushi wa chichi _ 

tsukurimasu. 

Tomorrow, my mother will make tempura. My father will make sushi. 

4. MW£To 

Tanaka-san wa wain kaimasu. 

Mr. Tanaka will buy a bottle of wine. 
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Complete each of the following sentences with b to or ft o. For a greater challenge, cover 
the English translations. 



1. ISLiJTo 

Chichi wa Chugokugo hanashimasu. 

My father speaks Chinese. 

2 . ISLi^o 

Haha wa yoku ani hanashimasu. 

My mother often speaks with my older brother. 

3. 

Watashi wa tokidoki uchi de ane utaimasu. 

I sometimes sing with my older sister at home. 

4. mt 0 

Watashi wa yoku kafeteria de Tanaka-san Yamada-san mimasu. 

I often see Mr. Tanaka and Ms. Yamada at the cafeteria. 

5. am MtfrtSfo 

Kyo wa haha eiga mi ni ikimasu. 

I will go to watch a movie with my mother today. 


The following was written by Mika. Read it and answer the questions that follow. 

Ban-gohan wa itsumo haha ga tsukurimasu. Taitei ane ga tetsudaimasu. Shumatsu no asa- 
gohan wa watashi ga tsukurimasu. Yoku pankeki o tsukurimasu. Nichiyobi no hiru-gohan wa 
kazoku de resutoran de tabemasu. 

(B&cTIS ban-gohan means dinner, tetsudau means to help ; asa-gohan means 

breakfast; H hiru-gohan means lunch; MM "£? kazoku de means with family) 

1. Who cooks dinner? 

2. When does Mika cook? 

3. When do they eat at a restaurant? 
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Talking about the past 

To describe some incidents or events in the past, use the past tense of verbs. It is also always effec- 
tive to connect sentences appropriately, indicating however, then, in addition, or therefore. 

. . . mashita and masendeshita 

To express past actions, replace ftlJ* masu with ^L/imashita and masen with 

T? L/c masendeshita. For example: 

Kanji o kakimashita. 

I wrote kanji. 

Tc 

Kanji o kakimasendeshita. 

I did not write kanji. 

The following table summarizes non-past and past forms for both affirmative and negative 
polite suffixes: 

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE 

Non-past kakimasu kakimasen 

Past kakimashita L/i kakimasendeshita 

The colloquial substandard form of the past negative form can be create by changing 
nai in the nai form with nalcatta desu, as in kakanakatta 

desu. The nai form is introduced later in this chapter. 

The conjunctions sorekara, demo, and 

desukara 


When talking about one’s actions, it’s useful to use a conjunction such as however, then, in addi- 
tion, or therefore. Some useful conjunctions are listed in the following table: 


English 

Japanese 

Romaji 

Examples 

and then 


sorekara 

Hon o yomimashita. Sorekara, nemashita. 

I read a book. Then I went to bed. 

however 


demo 

Mori-san 

wa kimashita. Demo, Tani-san wa kimasendeshita. Mr. Mori 
came. However, Mr. Tani did not come. 

therefore 


desukara 

; Kyowa 

tomodachi ga kimasu. Desukara, wain o kaimasu. My friend 
will come today. So I will buy a bottle of wine. 

in addition 


sorekara 

Shumatsu 

wa shinbun o yomimasu. Sorekara, eiga o mimasu. On 

weekends, I read the newspaper. In addition, I watch a movie. 
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EXERCISE 




For each of the following, choose the appropriate answer from the options in the 
parentheses. For a greater challenge, cover the English translations. 

Kino wa terebi o mimashita. Sorekara, supagettl o (tabemasu, tabemashita). 

I watched TV yesterday. Then, I ate spaghetti. 

2. ZLWZUk^'t, &^3;-e/u)o 

Sushi wa tabemasu. Demo, sashimi wa (tabemasu, tabemasen). 

I eat sushi. Fiowever, I do not eat sashimi. 

3. iLltWo 

Haha wa Nihon-jin desu. Desukara, watashi wa Nihon-go o (hanashimasu, 
hanashimasen). 

My mother is Japanese. So, I speak Japanese. 

4. mt aMttot'fe, 

Haha wa Nihon-jin desu. Demo, watashi wa Nihon-go o (hanashimasu, hanashimasen). 

My mother is Japanese. However, I don't speak Japanese. 

5. L£-&A/Z?Lfc ) 0 

Kyonen wa Nihon-go o benkyo-shimashita. Demo, kanji wa benkyd-(shimashita, 
shimasendeshita). 

I studied Japanese last year. However, i did not study kanji. 


Expressing your plans 

Here you will learn how to express your intentions and your future plans using the correct verb 
forms. 

. . . 'O&ty'ViT tsumori desu 

To say I plan to ... , use a verb in the plain non-past form and add "3 D tsumori desu. You 
already know the plain non-past affirmative form, which is the dictionary form, introduced in 
Chapter 4. For example: 

Iku tsumori desu. 

I plan to go. 

The plain non-past negative form always ends in nai, so we call it the nai form for short. For 
example: 

Ikanai tsumori desu. 

I plan not to go. 
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Nai form 

You make a nai form by dropping ru or u from the dictionary form and adding nai or anai. The fol- 
lowing table lists representative ru verbs and u verbs as well as the two major irregular verbs in the 
dictionary form and the nai form. To conjugate a verb, find out its verb class (ru verb, u verb, or irregu- 
lar verb) and check the ending of the dictionary form, and then follow the pattern of one of the verbs 
in the following table. Note that when a verb ends in a vowel directly followed by u, or in other words, 
when a verb ends in the hiragana 'O u, its nai form is formed by adding ' wanai after dropping 
the final 'O u. For example, the nai form of l ix kau (buy) is ^ kawanai. 


Verb Class 

Ending of the Dictionary 
Form 

Dictionary Form 

(Plain non-past affirmative) 

Nai Form 

(Plain non-past negative) 

Ru verb 

-e§ -eru 

kaeru ( change ) 

kaenai 

-i§ -iru 

# § kiru (wear) 

cf^kV'' kinai 

U verb 

-M -su 

hanasu (speak) 

hanasanai 

-< -ku 

fj' kaku (write) 

kakanai 

-<" -gu 

X X oyogu (swim) 

oyoganai 

-t? -mu 

<££? yomu (read) 

ck ^ f ^ yomanai 

-nu 

Life shinu (die) 

shinanai 

-bu 

tobu (jump) 

tobanai 

-T -vowel + u 

thC) kau (buy) 

' kawanai 

-§ -ru 

# § kiru (cut) 

kiranai 

O -tsu 

matsu (wait) 

matanai 

Irregular verb 

§ kuru (come) 

konai 

M § suru (do) 

shinai 


Conjugate the following verbs into the nai form. The verb class is specified only when it is 
not predictable based on the ending sound of the verb. 

1. ttinomu 

2. utau 

3. miru (ru verb) 

4. hashiru (u verb) 

5. tsukuru 

6. M'S) kuru 

7. M'S) suru 

8. It< iku 

9. pR'C'oyogu 
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10. MS' asobu 

11. matsu 

1 2. iS'f' hanasu 


Rephrase the following sentences using 'Ofc DT"<F tsumori desu. 

1 . 

Rainen Nihon ni ikimasu. 

I will go to Japan next year. 


2. 

Daigakuin ni wa ikimasen. 

I won't to go to graduate school. 


3. 

Nichiyobi ni soji to sentaku to kaimono o shimasu. 

I will do cleaning, laundry, and shopping on Sunday. 


4. o 

Konban wa nemasen. 

I won't sleep tonight. 



Telling what you can do: Potential form 

To say what you can do, you use a verb in the potential form. For ru verbs, drop the final ru from 
the dictionary form and add rareru. For example, taberu (to eat) becomes 

taberareru (to be able to eat). For u verbs, drop the final u and add eru. For example, (Dtd nomu 
(to drink) becomes (Dlsb <5 nomeru (to be able to drink). The potential form of the verb ‘C ■?> kuru 
(to come) is korareru (to be able to come). To express the potential form of the verb 

suru (to do), use the verb dekiru (to be able to do). To convert a verb to the potential 

form, look at the following table and follow the pattern of the verb in the same class and with the 
same ending: 
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Verb Class 

Ending of the Dictionary 
Form 

Dictionary Form 

(Plain non-past affirmative) 

Potential Form 
(to be able to do . . .) 

Ru verb 

-e§ 

-eru 

kaeru (change) 

kaerareru 

-i§ 

-iru 

# § kiru (wear) 

cffbtl'S kirareru 


-t 

-su 

Fi'SrT hanasu (speak) 

hanaseru 


-< 

-ku 

/j' <( kaku (write) 

tdlf'b kakeru 


-<" 

-gu 

iS X if oyogu (swim) 

ioXlfib oyogeru 


-is 

-mu 

XiS yomu (read) 

yomeru 

U verb 

-fa 

-nu 

Life shinu (die) 

bidb shiner u 



-bu 

bS tobu (jump) 

b toberu 


-b 

-vowel + u 

tbb kau (buy) 

kaeru 



-ru 

kiru (cut) 

btlb kireru 


-O 

-tsu 

SO matsu (wait) 

ST§ materu 

Irregular verb 

< § kuru (come) 

dbtlb korareru 

~i~ § suru (do) 

dekiru 


A verb in the potential form can conjugate just like another ru verb. For example, the poten- 
tial form of taberu (to eat ) is taberareru (to be able to eat). It can be conju- 
gated to ^ taberarenai (not to be able to eat), and taberaremasu (fo 

be able to eat, polite), and J§t' / AT>tlS''tirA j taberaremasenn (not to be able to eat, polite). The 
direct object particle ^ o is usually replaced by the particle tb ga when the verb is in the poten- 
tial form. For example: 

Katakana de namae o kakimasu. 

I (will) write my name in katakana. 

Katakana de namae ga kakemasu. 

I can write my name in katakana. 


Change the following verb phrases to mean to be able to do, by using the potential form. 
1. JtW <\ katakana o kaku (to write katakana) 


2. katakana de namae o kaku (to write one's name in katakana) 


3. Wk^itSriiS kanji o yomu (fo read kanji) 
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4. Nihongo o hanasu (to speak Japanese) 


5. B^Bn'TT'giS'tr Nihongo de hanasu (to speak in Japanese) 


6. T tenpura o tsukuru (to make tempura) 


7. kuruma o unten-suru (to drive a car) 



Answer the following questions in Japanese based on your situation. For a greater 
challenge, cover the English translations. 


1 . 

Hashi de taberaremasu ka. 

Can you eat with chopsticks ? 


2. 

O-sake ga nomemasu ka. 

Can you drink alcoholic beverages? 


3. fro 

Katakana de namae ga kakemasu ka. 

Can you write your name in katakana? 


4. t)\ 

Kanji ga yomemasu ka. 

Can you read kanji characters? 


Making requests 

There are many different ways of making a request, but the most common way is to use the verb 
in the te form and add <\ kudasai. 
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Te form 

The te form ends in T te or T de. For example, the te form of /L“\ kaku (write) is fr'l/ v T kaite, 
and the te form of yomu (read) is cfc AT yonde. The te form of a verb means do . . . and. It 
includes the meaning and. So, for example, ATT kaite means write and. To create the te form 
from a dictionary form, follow these rules: 

♦ For ru verbs, drop the final & ru and add T te. 

♦ For u verbs that end in ll~su, change the final syllable to LT shite. 

♦ For u verbs that end in 'n ku, change the final syllable to l T ite, and for u verbs that end 
in^" gu, change the final syllable to IT ide. 

♦ For u verbs that end in^u, ■?> ru, or "3 tsu, change the final syllable to oT tte. 

♦ For u verbs that end in tS mu, fa i nu, or bu, change the final syllable to AT nde. 

♦ The u verb l <\ iku is slightly irregular, and its te form is V TT itte. 

♦ The te form of kuru (come) is# T kite, and the te form of and ll* <5 suru (do) is LT shite. 


These rules are illustrated in the following table: 


Verb Class 

Ending of the 
Dictionary Form 

Dictionary Form 

Te Form 

Ru verb 

-e§ 

-eru 

ALL kaeru (change) 

ATT kaete 

-i§ 

-iru 

# § kiru (wear) 

#T kite 


-t 

-su 

L AT hanasu (speak) 

LlALT hanashite 


-< 

-ku 

A i kaku (write) 

AVT kaite 



-gu 

X A oyogu (swim) 

iS X l T oyoide 


-is 

-mu 

XtS yomu (read) 

cfc AT yonde 

U verb 

-fa 

-nu 

\yfa shinu (die) 

L/cT shinde 


-T 

-bu 

LT' tobu (jump) 

L AT tonde 


-9 

-vowel + u 

ft' 9 kau (buy) 

katte 



-ru 

#§ kiru (cut) 

# 9>T kitte 


O 

-tsu 

T"3 matsu (wait) 

SoT matte 

Major irregular verb 


i § kuru (come) 

# T kite 




A § suru (do) 

LT shite 

Slightly irregular u verb 

V T iku (go) 

CoT itte 


You create the negative te form of a verb by replacing nai in its nai form with nakute 
(e.g., “n T tabenakute not eat and) or by adding de to its nai form (e.g., V T tabe- 

nai de not eat and). The nai form with nakute is used to express a cause-effect relationship, as in 
not do . . . and so . . . The form with nai de is used to mean not do . . . and then . . . , which actually 
means instead of doing ... or without doing .... The negative te form you should use depends on 
the context. See Chapter 8 for more about the te form. 

Requesting with . . . T < \7'£c£t > te kudasai 

< /£ # L* kudasai literally means please give it to me when it follows a noun and -T o. (See Chap- 
ter 3 for . . . L <( /c L l ' 1 o kudasai please give me ... ) 
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When it follows a verb in the te form, it means Please do ... . For example: 

Tokyo ni itte kudasai. 

Please go to Tokyo. 

When you ask someone not to do something, use the negative te form that ends in nai de. 
For example: 

fclffa'&l 't? < ti £ V \ 

Tokyo ni ikanai de kudasai. 

Please do not go to Tokyo. 


Give the te form of each of the following verbs. 

1. A< kaku {write) 

2. tp ' 5 kau {buy) 

3. iu {say) 

4. t A iku {go) 

5. tp~D katsu {win) 

6. tobu {jump) 

7. XtS yomu {read) 

8. 4oJ;<" oyogu {swim) 

9. suru (do) 

10. kuru {come) 



What do you say in Japanese if you want to ask someone to do the following? 

1. hairu {to enter) 

2. suwaru {to sit down) 

3. fkt? yasumu {to rest) 

4. cl CO A IU -S' is kono tegami o yomu {to read this letter) 
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5. mata kuru (to come again) 


6. tabako o suwanai [not to smoke) 


7. shaberanai [not to chat) 


8. If § shizuka ni suru (to be quiet) (See Chapter 7 for the adverb + t%> suru to do) 


Talking about “now” with . . . te iru 

You know that the past tense shows what one did and the non-past tense shows what one will do 
or what one does as a habit. So how do you show an action progressing in the present? To express 
an action progressing, use a verb in the te form and add the verb l'' <5 iru [exist). In this case, 
l '*'5 iru is functioning as an auxiliary verb. This construction can also express an action taking 
place habitually and a state that results from an action. 

Progressive state 

. . . te iru can express the state where one is doing something such as eating, drinking, 

dancing, or studying. It is often used with an adverb like ima [now). For example: 

to 

Haha wa ima tenpura o tsukutte imasu. 

My mother is making tempura now. 

Habitual state 

. . . Tl te iru can also express what one does regularly. In this case, you can use an adverb for 
intervals like 150 mainichi ( every day) to clarify the meaning. For example: 

Haha wa mainichi yoguruto o tabete imasu. 

My mother is eating yogurt every day. 

Resulting state 

. . . te iru can also express the state that results from a completed action. For example, 

even if one is not drinking currently, if he is drunk because he drank one hour ago, you can 
express his current state by using . . . TF''§ te iru because the current intoxicated state resulted 
from the past action of drinking. For example: 

Ani wa chotto hen desu. O-sake o nonde imasu ne. 

My brother is weird. He is drunk, isn’t he? 
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Adverbs for intervals 

The following adverbs express intervals: 


every day 

mu 

mainichi 

every month 

mB 

maitsuki 

every morning 

m^ 

maiasa 

every night 

mwi 

maiban 

every week 

till 

maishii 

every year 

mm 

maitoshi/mainen 


Adverbs for the aspects of an action 

The following adverbs relate to aspects of an action: 


continuously 

f bt 

zutto 

yet, still 


mada 

already 

£>5 

mo 

already 

tvm 

sudeni 


What do the following sentences mean in English? 

1 . 

Imoto wa ima terebi o mite imasu. 


2. 

Ani wa maiasa ichi-jikan oyoide imasu. 


3. 

Tanaka-san wa mada kite imasen. 


4. 

Chichi wa Osaka ni itte imasu. 


5. W&fcSHgJSLTVSfo 

Ane wa mo kekkon shite imasu. 


§ kekkon-suru means to get married) 

Ototo wa asa kara zutto gemu o shite imasu. 
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Describe in Japanese what your family members are doing now. 



Ken and Takako are talking. Read their dialog and answer the questions that follow. 


KEN 




Takako-san wa shumatsu wa taitei nani o shite imasu ka. 


TAKAKO T— 

Shumatsu wa hashirimasu. Sorekara, tenisu o shimasu. Sorekara, karate mo 
shimasu. 

KEN 'Vt, 

He, sugoi desu ne. Boku wa supotsu wa zenzen shimasen yo. 

(Tb'V sugoi means Great!) 

TAKAKO o 

So desu ka. 


KEN 


fi v \ m LTV to 


Hai. Boku wa shumatsu wa itsumo ryori o shite imasu. 

takako 


KEN 


E? Ryori o? 


Hai. Furansu-ryori mo Supein-ryori mo dekimasu. 

TAKAKO 


KEN 


Sugoi! 


Konshu no shumatsu asobi ni kimasen ka. Nanika ryori shimasu. 

TAKAKO 


Honto ni? 
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KEN 


/t/io 

E. 

takako 

Ureshii! Arigato gozaimasu. Ja, watashi wa wain o motte ikimasu. 

KEN 

le, nani mo motte konai de kudasai. 

< lW -z>XM %> motte iku/motte kuru means to bring something ) 

1. What does Takako do on weekends? 


2. What does Ken do on weekends? 


3. What isTakako's plan for this weekend? 
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Talking about people 
and things and ◄ 
their locations 


This chapter introduces existential verbs and shows how they are frequently used 
to express the existence of things and people or their locations. It also introduces 
a lot of words for animals, plants, and home-related terms such as rooms in a 
house and household items. You’ll also learn how to give directions, how to express 
human relationships, and how to talk about events and incidents using existential 
verbs. 

Existential verbs $>%> am, l '%> iru, and 
irassharu 

The existential verbs aru, iru, and l £> -d L § irassharu are used to 
express the existence of something or someone as well as where he/she/it is. The 
person or thing that exists is the subject noun, and it is marked by the particle 
tf' ga unless it functions as a topic at the same time. On the other hand, the loca- 
tion where something or someone exists is marked by the particle 1C ni. aru 
(to exist ) is used for inanimate items. <5 aru is a slightly irregular u verb: its nai 
form is nai. iru (to exist ) is used for animate items such as people and 
animals. It is a ru verb. I ^ ~d L irassharu (to exist) is the polite version of 
l ' , '5iru and is used for people to whom the speaker wants to show respect, such as 
his teacher and boss. irassharu is also a slightly irregular u verb: its 

stem form is O' 1 0 o L Y 0 irasshari as you would correctly predict, but its masu- 
form isl' , ^)'oL- s ^l' , ^'t* irasshaimasu. The major forms of these three existen- 
tial verbs are summarized in the following table. The symbol * marks the slightly 
irregular forms. 


Dictionary Form 

aru 

V ^ iru 

l ' 'J L Y § irassharu 

Verb Class 

u verb 

ru verb 

u verb 

Nai Form 

^ nai 

^ inai 

irassharanai 

Stem Form 

^>0 ari 

W 

f ^ -u L 0 irasshari 

Masu Form 

arimasu 

imasu 

irasshaimasu 

Te Form 

<35 "jT atte 

V'T ite 

irasshatte 
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Pronouns for locations 

The following demonstrative pronouns for locations are parallel to demonstrative pronouns for 
things discussed in Chapter 2: 

here Z Z koko 

there near you tZ soko 

over there 3r>tZ asoko 


Animals 

dobutsu means animal. The following are words for some animals you may see in your 
neighborhood or at a zoo: 


dog 

X 

inu 

bear 

Be. 

jtw 

kuma 

bird 

jiif 

tori 

cat 

fra 

neko 

cow 


ushi 

deer 


shika 

elephant 


z 6 

lion 

7 

raion 

goldfish 

&& 

kingyo 

horse 

m 

uma 

Pig 

m 

buta 

rabbit 

S 

usagi 

squirrel 

<ot 

risu 


Plants 

shokubutsu means plant. The following are words for some plants you may see in your 
backyard or at a park: 


bamboo 

n 

take 

carnation 


kaneshon 

cherry blossoms 

tc <Dft 

sakura no hana 

cherry trees 


sakura no ki 

chrysanthemum 

m 

kiku 

flower 

ft 

hana 

pine tree 

t £©* 

matsu no ki 

plum tree 


ume no ki 

rose 


bara 

sunflower 


himawari 

tree 

X 

ki 

tulip 

7° 

churippu 


. . . . . . ni (wa) . . . ga arimasu/imasu 

If you want to express the existence of something, such as say with surprise, “Look! There is a 
cherry tree over there!” or simply telling what is in some place, as in “There is a cherry tree in my 
yard,” use an existential verb and mark the item with the subject particle ga. For example: 

Asoko ni sakura no ki ga arimasu. 

There is a cherry tree over there. 


102 PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT Basic Japanese 


5*><DMMlZhi%i<Dfctf2b*)£to 

Uchi no uraniwa ni wa sakura no ki ga arimasu. 

There is a cherry tree in my backyard. 

The same applies to the verbs (/'*'§> iru and t ^ fo ~z> L § irassharu. For example: 

A! Asoko ni usagi ga imasu yo. 

Oh! There is a rabbit over there ! 

Asoko ni Tanaka sensei ga irasshaimasu ne. 

Professor Tanaka is over there, isn’t she ? 

. . . . wa . . . ni arimasu/imasu 

If you want to express the location of something, use an existential verb and mark the item with 
the topic particle hi wa. For example: 

\hmzA,(Dfghmm , 9iz&'9%to 

Yamada-san no mise wa Sakura-dori ni arimasu. 

Ms. Yamada’s store is located on Sakura Street. 

The same applies to l'*?) iru and l ^ L § irassharu. For example: 

Yamada-san wa asoko ni imasu. 

Ms. Yamada is over there. 

Yamada-sensei wa asako ni irasshaimasu. 

Professor Yamada is over there. 

So, if you want to ask the location of someone or something, say it and add hi wa, and then 
say bUhC doko ni and one of the existential verbs. For example: 

Tanaka-san wa doko ni imasu ka. 

Where is Mr. Tanaka ? 



^ inu 

a. horse 

Jh neko 

b. rabbit 

J§ uma 

c. goldfish 

kingyo 

d. dog 

usagi 

e. cat 
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the items in the two columns. 

1. V'y7° churippu 

2. bara 

3. sakura no ki 

4. himawari 

5. — i/gy kaneshon 

6. M kiku 



a. sunflower 

b. tulip 

c. rose 

d. cherry tree 

e. chrysanthemum 

f. carnation 


For each of the following, choose the appropriate answer from the items in the parentheses. 

Asoko ni resutoran ga (arimasu, imasu, irasshaimasu). 

Asoko ni usagi ba (arimasu, imasu, irasshaimasu). 

3. 

Asoko ni onna no ko ga (arimasu, imasu, irasshaimasu). 

4. 

Asoko ni sensei ga (arimasu, imasu, irasshaimasu). 

5. 

Asoko ni sakura no ki ga (arimasu, imasu, irasshaimasu). 


M/tof would you say in Japanese in the following situations? 

1 . You want to find out where Mt. Fuji is located. 

2. You want to say that there are dogs in Ms. Yamada's house. 
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3. You want to know where Mr. Tanaka is. 


4. Someone is wondering where Mr. Tanaka is, and you want to say that he is at the library. 


5. You've just noticed Mary in the distance, and you want to tell your friend who is sitting next 
to you about it. 


In a house 

To express what you have or what you don’t have in your house, start with uchi ni wa 

and then the noun marked with the subject particle ff ga, and end your sentence with an exis- 
tential verb. You can also include a number phrase, as discussed in Chapter 3. For example: 

Uchi ni wa shinshitsu ga mittsu arimasu. 

Our house has three bedrooms. 

Uchi ni wa shako ga arimasen. 

We don’t have a garage in our house. 

Uchi ni wa reizoko ga ni-dai arimasu. 

We have two refrigerators in our house. 


Rooms and areas in a house 


In almost all Japanese houses, people take off their shoes at the entryway. They might have 
Japanese-style rooms and/or Western-style rooms. The Japanese style is to have the toilet in a sepa- 
rate room from the bathing room. The following terms are used for rooms and areas in a house: 


attic * 
basement * 

bathroom (for bathing) 

bathroom (toilet room) 

bedroom 

dining room 

entry way 

garage 

Japanese-style room 
kitchen 
living room 
office 

closet for futon and other items 

room 

sunroom * 

Western-style room 
yard! garden 








mm 

llnfr 

I'l'Atl 

SUM 


yaneurabeya 

chikashitsu 

furoba 

otearai / toire 
shinshitsu 
dainingu / shokudo 
genkan 
shako 
washitsu 

kitchin / daidokoro 

ribingu / ima 

shosai 

oshiire 

heya 

sanrumu 

yoshitsu 

niwa 


"Japanese houses rarely have a basement, an attic, or a sunroom. 
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Household items 

Do you have the following items in your home or apartment? 


TV 

rl/h 

terebi 

car 

$ 

kuruma 

computer, PC 


pasokon 

dryer 

mm 

kansoki 

microwave 

'dif-uyy' 

denshi renji 

printer 

y°vy^~ 

purinta 

refrigerator 

fvMli 

reizoko 

sofa 

77 T— 

sofa 

table 

7—711 

teburu 

washer 

lii 

sentakuki 

Things in a bedroom 

The following terms are used for things in a bedroom: 


bed 

^vy F 

beddo 

bookshelf 


honbako/hondana 

chair 

If? 

isu 

chest of drawers 


tansu 

computer, PC 

;Vyuy 

pasokon 

desk 

1/1 

tsukue 

doll 

ab 

ningyo 

trash can 

?24tl 

gomibako 

vase 

mm 

kabin 



Write the following words in Japanese. 


1. TV 

2. refrigerator 

3. bed 

4. chair 

5. desk 


| EXERCISE | 


Answer the following guestions for your own situation. 


1 . 

(Anata no) uchi ni wa terebi ga nan-dai arimasu ka. 
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2. 


Reizoko wa nan-dai arimasu ka. 


3. 0 

Pasokon wa nan-dai arimasu ka. 


Translate the following sentences into Japanese. 

1 . There are three TVs at Mike's house. 

2. There is no yard in Ms. Mori's house. 

3. There is a basement room in Mary's house. 

4. There is no washer and dryer in George's apartment. 



Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow. 

tifr* 6 ^ ft ft- -'Dt-r — 7';k 

Watashi no heya ni wa tsukue ga hito-tsu to beddo ga hito-tsu to isu ga mit-tsu arimasu. 
Sorekara honbako ga hito-tsu to teburu ga hito-tsu arimasu. Zasshi ga go-satsu? arimasu. 
Sorekara manga to gemusofuto ga takusan arimasu. 

1. How many chairs are there? 


2. How many tables are there? 


3. How many magazines are there? 
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| EXERCISE | 

i 


Describe what you have in your room. 


Expressing where things are 

You can describe where things are relative to other things by using relative location words or 
compass directions. 

Relative location words 

To describe the location of things and buildings, use relative location words, such as _l‘. ue (top/ 
upper area) or chikaku (nearby area), along with the reference item. For example: 

tt§gy:x-7";l/0±lC & <0 S ' to 

Zasshi wa teburu no ue ni arimasu. 

The magazines are on the table. 

Ginko wa eki no chikaku ni arimasu. 

The bank is near the train station. 

The following table lists a number of relative location words and provides examples of their use: 


English 

Japanese 

Example Sentences 

top/upper 

area 

h ue 

Jisho wa tsukue no ue ni arimasu. 

The dictionary is on the desk. 

bottom/lower 

area 

T shita 

Jg J'/UDTKV ^ to 

Neko wa teburu no shita ni imasu. 

The cat is under the table. 

inside 

ft 1 naka 

Keitai wa kaban no naka ni arimasu. 

The cellphone is in the bag. 

right 

la migi 

Kaban wa tsukue no migi ni arimasu. 

The bag is on the right of the desk. 

left 

lx. hidari 

Kaban wa tsukue no hidari ni arimasu. 

The bag is on the left of the desk. 
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English 

Japanese 

Example Sentences 

front 

M mae 

Tanaka-san wa Yamada-san no mae ni imasu. 

Mr. Tanaka is in front of Ms. Yamada. 

rear, back 

ushiro 

Takahashi-san wa Yamada-san no ushiro ni imasu. 

Mr. Takahashi is behind Ms. Yamada. 

between 

fUJ aida 

Yubinkyoku wa byoin to ginko no aida ni arimasu. 

The post office is between the hospital and the bank. 

vicinity, near 

jh ^ chikaku, 
'tit. soba 

0 %to 

Hon’ya wa daigaku no chikaku ni arimasu. 

Hon’ya wa daigaku no soba ni arimasu. 

The bookstore is near the university. 

side 

till yoko 

Honbako wa tsukue no yoko ni arimasu. 

The bookcase is on the side of the desk. 

next to 

|$f tonari 

Maiku-san wa watashi no tonari ni imasu. 

Mike is next to me. 

Ginko wa supa no tonari ni arimasu. 

The bank is next to the supermarket. 


Compass directions 

The following terms are used for compass directions: 


north 

ft 

kita 

south 


minami 

east 

M 

higashi 

west 


nishi 


Translate the following sentences about someone's room into Japanese. 
1 . The bookcase is on the side of the desk. 



2. The desk is in front of the window. 


(;§ mado means window ) 
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3. The dictionary is in the drawer of the desk. 


4. The sofa is between the desk and the bed. 


Translate the following sentences about a town into Japanese. 

1 . The post office is on the south of the university. 

2. The restaurant is between the hospital and the bookstore. 

3. The bank is next to the city hall. 

4. My apartment is near the elementary school. 



Read the following passage written by Keiko and answer the questions that follow. 

Eki wa machi no chushin ni arimasu. Yubinkyoku wa shogakko no kita ni arimasu. Shobosho 
wa shogakko no mae ni arimasu. Byoin wa sanban-dori ni arimasu. Toshokan mo sanban- 
dori ni arimasu. Ginko wa Sakura-dori ni arimasu. Supa wa byoin no tonari ni arimasu. 
Watashi no uchi kara supa made jitensha de go-fun desu. 

(IR eki means train station ; Hf machi means town ; pRjD chushin means center ; . . . MO dori 
means .. . Street) 

1. Where is the train station? 



2. Where is the bank located? 


3. How long does it take to go from Keiko's house to the supermarket? 


110 PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT Basic Japanese 


Giving directions 

To give directions in Japanese, you must know some words for landmarks such as kosaten 

(; intersection ) and (ifj hashi ( bridge ) along with the ordinal counter creater . . .H me (. . .th). You 
must also know some verbs of movement such as magaru (fo make a turn ) and lit?) 

wataru (fo cross). It is helpful to connect sentences in your directions with conjunctions such as 
sorekara and h sosuruto; both of them mean then with different usage. 

Useful landmarks for giving directions 

The following are some words for landmarks you may need in giving directions: 


bridge 

m 

hashi 

bus stop 

^Xf-Y 

basu-te 

corner 

ft 

kado 

end of the street 


tsukiatari 

intersection 


kosaten 

koban (police box) 


koban 

railway crossing 


fumikiri 

road 

M 

michi 

stop sign 


ichji-teshi 

straight 

S 'of <" 

massugu 

street 

m 

tori 

. . . Street 

..:m 

. . . dori 

traffic light 


shingo 

train station 

®i 

eki 


Actions needed for giving directions 

The following are some verbs for movement you may need in giving directions: 


to cross 

M3 

wataru 

to go 

fr< 

iku 

to make a turn 

^3 

magaru 

to pass 

IMcf 3 

sugiru 

to walk 


aruku 


Marking the area covered by movement with o 

The particle ^ o can be used with a verb that expresses movement such as going, crossing, turn- 
ing, or passing. For example: 

Kono michi o massugu itte kudasai. 

Please go straight on this street. 


Marking the direction with 1C ni 

The particle (C ni can mark the direction for movement, such as to the right, to the left, to the 
north, and to the south. For example: 

Migi ni magatte kudasai. 

Please make a right turn. 
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The conjunction sosuruto {then) 

"?■ t. sosuruto can show “automatic results,” or something that always happens when used 
in the non-past tense. For example: 

Kono michi o massugu itte kudasai. Sosuruto, migi ni ginko ga arimasu. 

Please go straight on this road. Then you’ll see a bank on your right. 


The ordinal counter creator . . . 0 me 

To say first, second, third, etc., you can add |=| me to any numeral-counter combination. For 
example: 

san-satsu-me no hon 

the third book 

2 

futa-tsu-me no kosaten 

the second intersection 


Translate the following sentences into Japanese. 

1 . Please go straight on this street. 

2. Please make a left turn at that intersection. 

3. Please pass the bus stop. 

4. Please cross that bridge. 

5. Please make a right turn at the third corner. 
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EXERCISE 


Following are directions to Michiko's house. Complete them with the correct particles. Note 
that the demonstrative adjective 1r<7) sono can be used for things that the people 
conversing cannot see but that the speaker knows about and mentions in the discourse. 


<"P)V^V^T ZvtZtGKsiym 

o 

Kono michi o massugu itte kudasai. Sorekara mit-tsu me kosaten o migi 

magatte kudasai. Sosuruto fumikiri ga arimasu. Sono fumikiri watatte kudasai. 

Sorekara go-fun gurai aruite kudasai. Sosuruto migi ni pan’ya arimasu. Watashi 

no apato wa sono pan’ya no tonari ni arimasu. 


_ ft 


Expressing human relationships 

You can use l ''S iru to express what human relationships you have. For example: 

Watashi wa Nihon-jin no tomodachi ga san-nin imasu. 

I have three Japanese friends. 

The following words describe human relationships: 


friend 

MM 

tomodachi 

acquaintance 

filA 

chijin 

aunt 

folfS./folfk'cE hj 

oba/obasan 

best friend 

MM 

shin’yu 

boyfriend 


kare 

cousin 

lAcl 

itoko 

fiance 

muftg/yjry*. 

kon’yakusha/fianse 

girlfriend 


kanojo 

grandfather 


sofu/ojisan 

grandmother 


sobo/obasan 

relatives 

Hi® 

shinseki 

siblings 


kyodai 

uncle 


oji/ojisan 
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Translate the following sentences into English. 

1 . 

Watashi wa imoto ga futari imasu. 

2. 

Watashi wa imoto ga futari to ototo ga hitori imasu. 


3. 

Yamada-san wa kyodai ga imasu ka. 


4. 

Watashi wa kyodai ga imasen. 


5. 

Ani wa kon'yakusha ga imasu. 


6. 30A</^^o 

Chen-san wa itoko ga san-ju-nin imasu. 



Read the following dialog between Keiko and Mary and answer the questions that follow. 

KEIKO ^ TV~ £ 

Meari-san wa kyodai ga imasu ka. 

MARY 

le, imasen. 

KEIKO fefeo — AoTA t^o 

A. Ja, hitorikko desu ka. 

MARY 

Hai. Keiko-san wa? 
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keiko 

Watashi wa ane ga futari to imoto ga hitori imasu. 

MARY 

E. Honto desu ka. 

KEIKO l£\t\ 

Hai. 

MARY 

li desu ne. 

KEIKO 

Mean-san wa itoko wa imasu ka. 

MARY t 

Itoko wa hitori imasu. 

1. How many siblings does Mary have? 

2. What do you think the underlined part of the dialog means? 


3. How many cousins does Mary have? 


4. How many siblings does Keiko have? 


Expressing events and incidents 

By using the verb aru, you can express events and incidents. Note that the locations of 
events and incidents are marked by de rather than by A ni even though an existential verb is 
used. For example: 

OSf, 

Kyo wa Osaka de mensetsu ga arimasu in. 

I have an interview today in Osaka. 

A^lilitreftilSAA 

Kesa Sendai de jishin ga arimashita. 

There was an earthquake in Sendai this morning. 

Some natural disasters are expressed using verbs such as kuru {come), naru 
{become), 3o # % okiru {occur/take place), and hassei suru {occur/take place). 


Talking about people and things and their locations 115 


Words for scheduled events 

The following terms are used to describe commonly occurring events: 


exam 


shiken 

class 

SH 

jugyo 

conference 

x?fi§ 

kaigi 

date 

s f—h 

deto 

interview 

mm 

mensetsu 

part-time job 

sUh 

baito 

party 

;S~TA~ 

patl 

work/job 

m 

shigoto 


Words for accidents, incidents, and disasters 

The following terms are used to describe unscheduled events, such as accidents, incidents, and 
disasters: 


fire 

moxm 

kaji, kasai 

accident 

me 

jiko 

disaster 

mu 

saigai 

earthquake 

fUl® 

jishin 

explosion 


bakuhatsu 

flooding 

i*7j< 

kozui 

mountain fire 

iliMS 

yama-kaji 

storm 

H 

arashi 

tornado 

»v.i y 

esdif 

tatsumaki 

tsunami 


tsunami 


The conjunction sorede {as a result) 

'ttl'V sorede shows an expected result or resulting decision. Do not use it to express commands, 
requests, suggestions, invitations, conjectures, or the speaker’s volition. 

<0 S Lfco •MK'.jt'iiL/co 

Osaka de kaigi ga arimashita. Sorede Osaka ni is-shukan imashita. 

There was a conference in Osaka. So I was in Osaka for one week. 

fill o £ LfCo 

Sendai de okii jishin ga arimashita. Sorede tsunami ga kimashita. 

There was a big earthquake in Sendai. As a result, a tsunami hit there. 



Translate the following sentences into English. 


Kyo wa jugyo ga mittsu arimasu. Desukara shigoto ni wa ikimasen. 


2. 

Kyo wa shigoto ga arimasen. Desukara isshoni kaimono ni ikimasen ka. 
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3 . 

Ashita wa mensetsu to shiken ga arimasu. Sorede kyo wa doko ni mo ikemasen. 


Read the following paragraph written by Seiji and answer the questions that follow. 

9mfrZioi$%T*T*?o ^wbowb 
iffDVTs h htf&0£? o 5B$frZioB$g'Vr*?o 

Getsuyobi to Suiyobi to Kinyobi wa Nihon-go no kurasu ga arimasu. Ku-ji kara ju-ji made 
desu. Kinyobi no ban wa Nihon no resutoran de baito ga airmasu. Go-ji kara ju-ji made desu. 

(. . . t)'' ?> kara . . . made means from . . . to . . . ) 

1 . Which days does Seiji have classes? 


2. Which days does he have to work? 


3. From what time to what time does he have to work? 



| EXERCISE | 

j 


List your weekly schedule in Japanese. 


Talking about people and things and their locations 117 


EXERCISE 



Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow. 


2011 

Ni-sen-ju-ichi-nen san-gatsu ju-ichi-nichi ni Nihon no Tohoku Chiho no chikaku no Taiheiyo 
oki de inagunichudo kyu no jishin ga okimashita. Sorede Tohoku Chiho ni okii tsunami ga 
kimashita. Kasai mo genshiryoku hatsudensho no jiko mo okimashita. 


(SUtiillTa Tohoku Chiho means Tohoku Region, the northeastern portion of Honshu in Japan; 

Taiheiyo means Pacific Ocean ; '/'I 1 oki means open sea ; genshiryoku 

hatsudensho means nuclear power plant) 


1. When did the earthquake occur? 


2. Where did it occur? 


3. What was the result? 
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Describing things 


This chapter shows you how to describe people and things using adjectives in a 
variety of contexts. You’ll learn how to describe buildings and rooms, a person’s 
character and appearance, places and seasons, meals and flavors, and clothing. 
You’ll also learn about adverbs derived from adjectives and comparisons. 

Adjective types 

Every Japanese adjective ends in l ^ i or ^ na when placed before a noun. The 
adjectives that end in l'* i are called i adjectives and those that end in fs. na are 
called na adjectives. For example, takai hon and i 1 . .'j fllli tp. A koka na hon 

both mean an expensive book, but imjI'* is an i adjective and [Hjf[llj^£ is a na adjec- 
tive. The part of the adjective without the ending 1/'* i or fs . na (e.g., i^j taka and 
i ill fill] koka) is called the stem, okii and /J chisai are slightly excep- 

tional. They are i adjectives, but when used before a noun, they have additional 
forms: oki na and chlsa na. 

Adjectives can also be used to end a sentence. For i adjectives, keep the t'' i 
and add desu. For na adjectives, add T'A desu right after the stem, without 
na before T'A desu. 





In each of the following sentences, drop the noun and make the 
appropriate changes to the adjective, as shown in the examples. 


example Okii inu desu . (It's a big dog.) 

Ac^T'A Okii desu. (It's big.) 

If AA ATTA Shizuka na inu desu. (It's a quiet dog.) 
If AAA Shizuka desu. ( It's quiet.) 

1. HrHAipAA Atarashii kuruma desu. [It's a new car.) 


2 . cftH'AAAA Kirei na hito desu. [She is a pretty person.) 
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3. o Nigiyaka na tokoro desu. {It's a crowded and lively place.) 


4. Muzukashii kanji desu. {It's a difficult kanji character.) 


5. 33l''LV'' y ^T' — Oishii keki desu. {It's a delicious cake.) 


Describing buildings and rooms 

Here you will learn how to use adjectives to describe buildings and rooms, and you’ll learn what 
to say when you enter someone’s house or apartment. 

Adjectives in the non-past forms 

See how adjectives pattern in a non-past neutral-polite context in the following table: 



I Adjectives 

(e.g., inj l ' takai expensive) 

Na Adjectives 

(e.g., injfllli^ kdka na expensive) 

Affirmative 

Stem + 

Stem + T r "f‘ 


Stem + i desu 

Stem + desu 


itrwrT 

MT'-f 


takai desu 

koka desu 


is expensive 

is expensive 

Negative 

Stem + 

Stem + 


Stem + ku arimasen 

Stem + ja arimasen* 


or 

or 


Stem + < (^fT v T r "<r 

Stem + v 'C r "‘T 


Stem + ku nai desu 

Stem + ja nai desu* 



lii flRj C 0 ^ “iir kj 


takaku arimasen 

koka ja arimasen 


itK&l'TT 



takaku nai desu 

koka j a nai desu 


isn’t expensive 

isn’t expensive 


The negative form of t 'T ''T? iT ii desu (is good) is cfc'CfeDS'ti’/u yoku arimasen or 
''T? yoku nai desu {isn’t good). 


*C-y > ja in negative forms can be T'H de wa. 
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Describing buildings 

The following adjectives are useful for describing the appearance of buildings: 


big 


okii 

low 

ffiw 

hikui 

new 

frLw 

atarashii 

old 


furui 

small 

/Jv£W 

chisai 

tall 

if&W 

takai 


Remember that furui (old) is used only for things and not for people or animals to 
mean their age. 

Describing rooms 

The following adjectives are useful for describing a room: 


bright 


akarui 

dark 


kurai 

dirty 


kitanai 

non-spacious (small) 


semai 

pretty/clean 


kirei na 

quiet 

LI**'# 

shizuka na 

spacious 


hiroi 


Encouraging someone to do something with dozo 

iff>ff dozo is an adverb used to encourage a person to do an action. It means Please or Please go 
ahead and do (it). For example: 

Dozo haitte kudasai. 

Please come in. 

Dozo suwatte kudasai. 

Please sit down. 

H 5 T< \ 

Dozo uketotte kudasai. 

Please take (literally receive) it. 

Often when you’re encouraging someone to do something, you use gestures or hold out 
something to the person, so there’s no need to complete the sentence: You can simply say if £> 

dozo. 

Entering your friend’s house with ojamashimasu 

When you enter someone’s house or apartment room, say ojamashimasu as you 

walk in or right before you step in the room. Its literal meaning is I will disturb you, but it is 
understood as I’m coming in! rather than something negative. 
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Write the phrase that means the opposite of each of the following, as shown in the example. 

example hiroi desu {is spacious) 

semai desu 


1. atarashii desu {is new) 

2. # tH kirei desu {is pretty) _ 

3. hikui desu {is low) 

4. On l kurai desu {is dark) 

5. chlsai desu {is small) 





Answer the following questions negatively, as shown in the example. 


example 

Tanaka-san no heya wa kirei desu ka. 

Is Mr. Tanaka's room pretty? 

ie, kirei ja arimasen. No, it is not pretty. 


i. Bgff , £^©7^-H£§rU^'ffro 

Tanaka-san no apato wa atarashii desu ka. 

Is Mr. Tanaka's apartment new? 


2. o 

Ano resutoran wa shizuka desu ka. 

Is that restaurant quiet? 


3. m<D&Ml±lR<'X*1ris' 0 

Ryo no heya wa hiroi desu ka. 

Is the dormitory room big? 
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EXERCISE 



Emiko is entering Alison's apartment for the first time. Complete their dialog with the 
appropriate words. 


ALISON 

A, Emiko-san! Dozo! 

EMIKO 


Ojamashimasu! 

Kirei na heya desu ne. 

ALISON 


So desu ka. 

EMIKO X.X.O T'^cfco 

E. desu yo. Soreni hiroi desu ne. 

ALISON 

So desu ka. 


Character of a person 

This section introduces many useful adjectives for describing a person’s character and personal- 
ity. You will also learn degree adverbs that can be used along with them as well as question words 
that can ask about such properties. 

Personality 

The following adjectives are useful for describing a person’s character and personality: 


i nteresti ng/fu n ny 


omoshiroi 

kind 


yasashii 

lively 


nigiyaka na 

quiet 


shizuka na 

scary 


kowai 

selfish 


wagamama na 

sensitive 


sensai na 

serious 


majime na 

smart 

SSi&Vl'* 

atama ga ii 

strict 


kihishii 

thoughtful 


shinsetsu na 
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Question words for state: donna and }£o do 

To ask the state of someone or something, use <*f A A donna (what kind of) or do (how). 
Before a noun, use AAA donna; otherwise, use A f> do. For example: 

frLlvh— 

Atarashii rumumeto wa do desu ka. 

How is the new roommate ? 

trU vk-A^- h & £A AAAA A 0 

Atarashii rumumeto wa donna hito desu ka. 

What kind of person is the new roommate ? 

Adverbs of degree 

Commonly used degree adverbs are listed here: 


very much 

tz& 

totemo 

more or less 


mama 

a little hit 

AtcA 

chotto 

not . . . very much 


amari 

not . . . at all 

AAAA 

zenzen 


amari and TirA/tirA zenzen must be used with a negative form of an adjective, 
regardless of the meaning of the adjective. By contrast, A Toil chotto and mama 

must be used with an affirmative form of an adjective, but chotto must be used with an 

adjective that has an unpleasant or unfavorable meaning, and I; mama must be used with 

an adjective that has a pleasant or favorable meaning. 





For each of the following, choose the correct answer from the options in parentheses. 


Tanaka-san no kanojo wa (donna, do) hito desu ka. 

What kind of person is Mr. Tanaka's girlfriend? 

2 . frU/^A— >>>— kfcCHAA, E 5 )'Virii ' 0 


Atarashii maneja wa (donna, do) desu ka. 

How is the new manager? 

(VA — >A“maneja means manager ) 

3. AAA, H5)AWg£iLfcl^T7A 

(Donna, Do) hito to kekkon-shi-tai desu ka. 

What kind of person do you want to get married to? 

( . . . <5 to kekkon-suru means to get married to ... ) 
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the following questions negatively, as shown in the example. 

example Kirei desu ka. is (she) pretty? 

ie, kirei ja arimasen. 

1. fro Shinsetsu desu ka. Is (he/she) kind? 

2. Yasashii desu ka. Is (he/she) kind? 

3. Majime desu ka. Is (he/she) serious? 

4. fjfr'fy'U'f fro Shizuka desu ka. Is (he/she) quiet? 






For each of the following, choose the correct answer from the options in parentheses. 


Chichi wa (mama, chotto) yasashii desu. 

2. 


Haha wa (zenzen, chotto) kowaku arimasen. 

3. 

Ani wa (mama, chotto, amari) wagamama desu. 

4. WfiCfcTfe.feSWSCfeWo 

Ane wa (totemo, amari) majime desu. 



Describe the character of your family members as much as you can. 
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Appearance of a person 

This section introduces useful adjectives for describing a person’s appearance. You can describe a 
person very generally, as in She is pretty, or more specifically, as in She has pretty eyes. So, you 
need to know both ways. 

Double subject 

You may need to narrow down the scope of the adjective a little bit when describing someone’s 
appearance. For example, say that you do not think a person is pretty in general, but you think 
she has beautiful eyes. In this case, say . . . cftlk v T:"<t~o wa me ga kirei desu. It is as if there 

are two subjects: One is treated as the topic and is marked by hi wa, and the other appears after 
it, with the particle ^ ga. For example, you can say: 

Michiko-san wa me ga kirei desu. 

Michiko has beautiful eyes. 

The previous sentence has basically the same meaning as the following sentence: 

Michiko-san no me wa kirei desu. 

Michiko ’s eyes are pretty. 

However, these two sentences differ in terms of what the speaker is talking about. The first 
one is about Michiko. The speaker is probably trying to describe what kind of person Michiko is. 
The second sentence is about Michiko’s eyes. The speaker is talking about Michiko’s eyes for some 
reason. 


Words for describing the appearance of people 

The appearance of people can sometimes be expressed using simple adjectives, but it may require 
a complex adjective phrase (. . . wa . . . ga . . . desu) or a complex verb phrase that ends in the aux- 
iliary verb l ''<5 iru, even if the same state can be expressed by a single English word. (See Chap- 
ter 5 for more about the auxiliary verb l ^ iru.) 

The following words and phrases are useful for describing someone’s appearance: 


overweight 

has a long nose (literally, tall/high nose) 

has a small nose (literally, low/flat nose) 

has a thick head of hair 

has a thin head of hair 

has big eyes 

has long hair 

has short hair 

has small eyes 

pretty 

short 

skinny 

tall 


it; 


futotte iru 
hana ga takai 
hana ga hikui 
kami ga oi 
kami ga sukunai 
me ga okii 
kami ga nagai 
kami ga mijikai 
me ga chisai 
kirei na 
se ga hikui 
yasete iru 
se ga takai 
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Complete the following sentences appropriately. 

1. Wo 

Sachiko-san wa desu. 

Sachiko is tall. 

2. 

Deibiddo-san wa . 

David is skinny. 

3. 

Meari-san wa . 

Mary has short hair. 

4. A 3 V'cf/uti 

Joji-san wa . 

George is short. 



| EXERCISE | 

I 


Describe the appearance of your family members as much as you can. 


Choose the appropriate answer from the options in parentheses in the following dialog 
between George and Mike. 

GEORGE 9 , EfotZi, /ctl) A'V't'fyo 

Maiku-san no kanojo wa (do, donna, dare) hito desu ka. 

MIKE 

Totemo (yasashii, hiroi, semai) hito desu. 
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GEORGE 


Kirei desu ka. 

MIKE m 

Hai, (mama, chotto) kirei desu. 

GEORGE $)$), 

A, so desu ka. li desu ne. 


Language learning 

Here you’ll learn how to describe learning. You’ll learn how to express degree of difficulty, paying 
attention to specific aspects of learning in a variety of learning contexts. In addition, you’ll learn 
the conjunctions soreni to provide a thorough and objective description of learning. 

Expressing degree of difficulty with . . . nikui and 

. . . yasui 

To say that something is difficult or easy to do, use the verb in the stem form (pre-masu form) and 
add nikui if it is difficult or yasui if it is easy. For example, Dr c? l kaki- 

nikui desu means it is difficult to write, and kaki-yasui desu means it is easy to 

write. The combination of the verb stem and U<\U nikui or yasui can be treated as a 

complex i-adjective. So, you can conjugate it just like an i-adjective. For example: 

ItWSOHA; o 

Kaki-yasuku arimasen. 

It is not easy to write. 

Kore wa kaki-yasui kanji desu ne. 

This one is an easy-to-write kanji. 

Words for describing courses 

Some people learn languages in a classroom, and others learn by themselves, using books and 
audiovisual materials. To describe courses or learning experiences, use the following words and 
phrases: 


conversation 

£HS 

kaiwa 

difficult 

StUn 

muzukashii 

difficult to remember 


oboe-nikui 

easy 


kantan na 

exam 

MMsk 

shiken 

has a lot of. . . 

. . . 

. . . ga oi 

has little . . . 


. . . ga sukunai 

homework 

fifll 

shukudai 

listening comprehension 

mm 

kiki-tori 

pronunciation 


hatsuon 

quiz 

fivrXh 

shotesuto 

reading and writing 


yomi-kaki 
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Do not use oi and sukunai as a modifier placed right before a noun (prenomi- 

nal modifier). Rather, use them only at the end of the sentence, as a sentence predicates. For 
example, do not say Oi shiken ga arimasu, but say lirttft/j' Shi- 

ken ga oi desu to mean There are a lot of exams. 

The conjunction 'tftllZ soreni 

When you are providing additional information about the idea you’ve been talking about, use 
'tfllC soreni. For example: 

ZtlK, ©hUDT'-fo 

Nihongo wa kantan desu. Soreni, omoshiroi desu. 

Japanese is easy. In addition, it is interesting. 

To add information that contrasts with what you’ve been talking about, use demo 
instead of -fcXxXc. soreni. (See Chapter 5 for more about demo.) 





The following was written by Alison, who is taking Chinese and Japanese at her college. 
Read it and answer the questions that follow. 


vto %nK9G£tfML\<'x*? 0 0 

1 <- sS @{ /()' fnl ffi- T? "To 

Watashi wa ima daigaku de Chugokugo no kurasu to Nihongo no kurasu o totte imasu. 
Chugokugo no kurasu wa shukudai ga oi desu. Yomikaki ga totemo muzukashii desu. Soreni 
sensei ga kibishii desu. Demo, shiken ga kantan desu. Nihongo no kurasu mo shukudai ga oi 
desu. Kanji no shotesuto mo oi desu. Demo sensei ga yasashii desu. Soreni shiken ga kantan 
desu. 

1 . Is there a lot of homework in Alison's Japanese class? 

2. Are the exams in her Chinese class difficult? 

3. Which course has a strict instructor? 


Complete the following sentences creatively, based on your own experience of studying 
Japanese. 

0*l§ti ^iLDTto 

Nihongo wa ga muzukashii desu. Demo 

ga kantan desu. 
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Deciding on a travel destination 

When deciding on where to travel, you will probably want to think about what you can see, what 
you can do, and what the weather is likely to be. Here you’ll learn words and phrases that will help 
you talk about these things. 

Sightseeing attractions 

Here are some terms you might use to talk about the sightseeing options at a travel destination: 


art museum 


bijutsukan 

forest 

& 

mori 

hot spring 


onsen 

lake 

m 

mizuumi 

monument 

IH itM 

kinenhi 

mountain 

ill 

yama 

ocean 

M 

umi 

shrine 

m± 

jinja 

ski area 

x^-i§ 

sukijo 

temple 

vj* 

tera 

theater 

mm 

gekijo 


Description of places 


Here are some terms you might use to describe a travel destination: 


crowded and lively 
famous for . . . 
has a lot of. . . 
has a pretty . . . 
has cheap . . . 
has delicious . . . 


. . . 
... 

... 

... 

. . . 


nigiyaka na 
de yumei na 
ga oi . . . 
ga kirei na . . 
ga yasui . . . 
ga oishii . . . 


Seasons and climates 

Here are some terms you might use to talk about the seasons and climate at a travel destination: 


cold 

I|IW 

samui 

cool 


suzushii 

fall 

m 

aki 

hot 

IJw 

atsui 

spring 

# 

haru 

summer 

M 

natsu 

warm 


atatakai 

winter 


fuyu 


Listing examples with ^ ya 

You can list some items as examples by using the particle J $ > ya. Like b to, ^ ya can be used only 
with nouns. For example: 

Tera ya jinja ga arimasu. 

There are things like temples and shrines. 

'>a. /-XU x/'^7j<_tx^— t % to 

Shunokeringu ya suijo-sukl ga dekimasu. 

You can do snorkeling, water skiing, etc. 
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Places you may visit in Japan 

Here are the names of some travel destinations in Japan: 


Akihabara 


Akihabara 

Kyoto 

jrIB 

Kyoto 

Nara 


Nara 

Okinawa 

i'l'M 

Okinawa 

Sapporo 

ILK 

Sapporo 


Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow. 

v^'To 'V'tfrh, jRfBfiSl SARDS'!; MsytXMiXX 



Hokkaido wa tabemono ga oishii desu. Onsen ga arimasu. Soreni sukl mo dekimasu. Natsu wa 
suzushii desu. Fuyu wa samui desu. Demo fuyu wa Sapporo de yumei na yukimatsuri ga mirare- 
masu. Okinawa wa umi ga kirei desu. Itsumo atsui desu. Desukara, itsumo oyogemasu. Kyoto wa 
furui tera ya jinja ga takusan arimasu. Tokyo to Osaka wa hito ga oi desu. 

tabemono means food ; Hi! yuki matsuri means Snow Festival) 

1. What kind of place is Hokkaiddo? 


2. Is it hot in Okinawa? 


3. What sightseeing attractions will you find in Kyoto? 





Describe the places you have visited in the past. 
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Describing a meal at a restaurant 

When talking about your experience of dining at a restaurant, you describe it with adjectives in 
the past tense. Here you’ll learn how to form them, along with some terms that help you describe 
different cuisines and tastes. 

Adjectives in the past tense 

See how adjectives pattern in a past neutral-polite context in the following table: 



I Adjectives 

(e.g., iWi f ' takai expensive) 

Na Adjectives 

(e.g., lUifilliTdC koka na expensive) 

Affirmative 

Stem + 

Stem + T' CTz 


Stem + katta desu 

Stem + deshita 


Mfr-DfcVt 



takakatta desu 

koka deshita 


was expensive 

was expensive 

Negative 

Stem + 

Stem + C * & <0 S •tehX* L ft 


Stem + ku arimasendeshita 

Stem + ja arimasendeshita 


or 

or 


Stem +^jp-otzT:"t 

Stem 


Stem + ku nakatta desu 

Stem + ja nakatta desu 


tc 

r^fillj H 35 L tc 


takaku arimasendeshita 

koka ja arimasendeshita 





takaku nakatta desu 

koka ja nakatta desu 


was not expensive 

was not expensive 


Words for ethnic cuisine 


Here are some terms you might use to talk about ethnic cuisine: 


Chinese cuisine 
French cuisine 
Indian cuisine 
Italian cuisine 
Japanese cuisine 
Korean cuisine 
Spanish cuisine 
Thai cuisine 


WHI 

77kXfii 

mmnm 

is 


Chuka-ryori 

Furansu-ryori 

Indo-ryori 

Itaria-ryori 

Nihon-ryori 

Kankoku-ryori 

Supein-ryori 

Tai-ryori 


Words for tastes 


Here 


are some terms you might use to talk about tastes: 


delicious 

''UV' 1 

oishii 

bad taste 


mazui 

salty 


shiokarai 

sour 


suppai 

sweet 

t fw 

amai 

bitter 


nigai 

spicy 


karai 

nice aroma 


kaori ga ii 
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| EXERCISE | 


Rewrite the following phrases in the past tense. 


1. oishii desu is delicious 

2 . mazui desu is bad taste 

3. amai desu is sweet 

4 . shiokarai desu is salty 

5 . §D^V''l v 'Z?‘3* kaori ga ii desu has nice aroma 


Rewrite the following phrases in the past tense. 

1. oishiku arimasen 

2 . mazuku arimasen 

3 . suppaku arimasen 

4 . nigaku arimasen 

5 . karaku arimasen 




In the following dialog, Yukiko is telling Takeshi about her experience of dining at an Italian 
restaurant. Fill in the blanks in this dialog appropriately. Refer to Chapter 8 on . . . W't 
n desu (It is the case that . . . ). 


YUKIKO 


ft B , IR©ifi< ©StL W* l> 7ffl® h =? y Kfr- o fchrt't „ 


Kino, eki no chikaku no atarashii Itaria-ryori no resutoran ni itta n desu. 

TAKESHI BfLftil'o 

A, so desu ka. Do deshita ka. 

YUKIKO Li. o 


Mama oishi 1 . 

TAKESHI A'o llA'Clfett A'o 

A, so desu ka. Takakatta desu ka. 

YUKIKO 2 . 

le, amari 2 . 
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TAKESHI 

Sabisu wa? 

YUKIKO 3. 

Sabisu mo mama 3. 


Preferences and skills 

Here you will learn to express your preferences and your skills. You will learn how to indicate 
what you like and dislike and what you like or dislike doing. You’ll learn what words to use to 
express preferences and to talk about a person’s skills. 


Indicating what you like and dislike with ip ga 

Unlike in English, in Japanese, preferences are usually expressed by adjectives although their 
English translations have a verb like to like and to hate. So, the item being liked or hated has to be 
marked by the particle 'ft' ga rather than ^ o because ^ o can be used only to mark the direct 
object noun of a verb. For example, if you like dogs, say: 

Watashi wa inu ga suki desu. 

I like dogs. 


Words for preferences 

The following words and phrases help you express preferences: 

to hate ((E$tU>%:) 

to hate a lot AUtl v T r "‘T 

to like (£? 

to like a lot 


kirai desu (kirai na) 
daikirai desu (daikirai na) 
suki desu (suki na) 
daisuki desu (daisuki na) 


Nominalizing a verb with (D no 

To say that you like or dislike “doing” something, use the verb in the dictionary form and add 
(D no. This makes the verb like a noun, and such a nominalized verb, or the sequence of the verb 
and <D no, can be then marked by the particle ff' ga in a sentence that describes what one likes 
or dislikes. (U h koto may be used instead of <D no, but (D no is preferred for mentioning one’s 
likes and dislikes.) For example: 

Watashi wa taberu no ga suki desu. 

I like eating. 


Words for skills 


To talk about a person’s skills, use the following words and phrases: 


to be good at 
to be good at and like 
to be good at .. . 
to be bad at .. . 
to be bad at or hate . . 


_t«'f (±¥%) 
03 : 1 ') 


jozu desu (jozu na) 
tokui desu (tokui na) 
umai desu (umai) 
heta desu (heta na) 
nigate desu (nigate na) 
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As with likes and dislikes, you can use t) s ga to mark the noun or to mark the nominalized 
verb with the particle (D no. When expressing skills, it is better to use tokui desu than 

jozu desu or 9 skt umai desu. They all mean to be good at, but tokui 

desu is more subjective and has more emphasis on fondness than the other two. Accordingly, it 
helps you avoid sounding arrogant. For example: 

Watashi wa tenisu ga tokui desu. 

I’m good at tennis. 

mmmvto 

Watashi wa kuruma o shuri suru no ga tokui desu. 

I’m good at repairing a car. 


| exercise | 


Translate the following sentences into English. 


Watashi wa yasai ga kirai desu. Demo ane wa yasai ga daisuki desu. 


2. 

Yamada-san wa piano o hiku no ga jozu desu. 


3. 

Ani wa hito to hanasu no ga heta desu. 


4. 

Ane wa tenisu ga tokui desu. Maiasa tomodachi to tenisu o shite imasu. 



| EXERCISE | 


State what you like and dislike, as well as what you are good at and what you are not good 
at, in Japanese. 
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Saying what you want 

There are a couple ways to express desire in Japanese: using IffLl'' hoshii and . . . /ct'* tai. 

Expressing desire with hoshii 

To say what you want, use the adjective hoshii (to want ) and mark the item with the par- 

ticle ga. 

Mir Li'W&U'Tfo 

Watashi wa atarashii kuruma ga hoshii desu. 

I want a new car. 

Expressing desire with . . . ' tai 

To say what you want to do, create a complex adjective by adding /cl ' tai (to want to do . . .) after 
the stem form (i.e., pre-masu form) of the verb. For example, the stem form of nomu (drink) 
is nomi, so by adding /cf ' 1 tai, you get t nomi-tai (want to drink). The item is now 
marked by the particle that the original verb would assign, but if it is ^ o, it may be changed to 
t)' ga. The difference is very subtle. For example: 

tK2tf'cl v T?fo 

BIru o nomi-tai desu. 

I want to drink beer. (What I want to do is to drink beer.) 

Biru ga nomi-tai desu. 

I want to drink beer. (What I want to drink is beer.) 

Other particles stay the same. For example: 

Nihon ni iki-tai desu. 

I want to go to Japan. 


Read the following passage written by Minoru and answer the questions that follow. 

&&%> <0 f o 

Boku wa kuruma ga hoshii desu. Ima wa kuruma ga arimasen. Desukara itsumo tomodachi no 
kuruma de daigaku ni itte imasu. Totemo fuben desu. Sorekara atarashii sumatohon ga hoshii 
desu. Ima no wa tsukai-nikui desu. Demo o-kane ga arimasen. Ima Makudonarudo de baito o 
shite imasu. 

f'W F'§r'‘F<5 baito o suru means to work part-time) 

1 . What are the two things Minoru wants to get now? 
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2. How does he commute to his college? 


3. Where does he work part time now? 


Clothing 

When you go shopping for clothing, you describe it by using adjectives for attributes such as color 
and size. Here you’ll learn such adjectives, as well as words for clothing and accessories, verbs for 
wearing, and how to talk about trying on clothes. 

Words for colors 

Colors in Japanese have different forms depending on whether they are used as nouns or modi- 
fiers. The following table shows these forms: 


USED AS A NOUN USED AS A PRENOMINAL MODIFIER 


black 

m 

kuro 

MvvM© 

kuroi/kuro no 

blue 

w 

ao 

Wv vW© 

aoi/ao no 

brown 


chairo 


chairoi/chairo no 

green 

m 

midori 

Bo) 

midori no 

grey 


haiiro 

Kfe© 

haiiro no 

orange 

A \sy is orenji 

AUyiso) 

orenji no 

pink 


pinku 

\£y^o) 

pinku no 

purple 


murasaki 

$&0) 

murasaki no 

red 


aka 


akai/aka no 

white 

a 

shiro 

a©/a© 

shiroi/shiro no 

yellow 


kiiro 


kiiroi/kiiro no 

Words for sizes 





The following list gives some 

words for clothing 

size: 


big 


Atl' 

okii 


small 


/JvJ© 

chisai 


long 


Jl© 

nagai 


short 


M© 

mijikai 


size small 


swx 

esu saizu 


size medium 


M+bYX 

emu saizu 


size large 


LtXX 

eru saizu 


Descriptions of clothing 



The following are some words that will help you describe clothing: 


adult-like 


A A 

otonappoi 


childish 



kodomoppoi 


conservative 



jimi na 


cool-looking 


Xfi-ocIV ’>© 

kakko ii 


cute 



kawaii 


elegant 



ereganto na 
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mtife 


hade na 
suteki na 
johin na 


flashy 

lovely, refined 
refined, nice taste 

Showing excessiveness with . . . sugiru 

To say too, as in too small or too big, add sugiru after the adjective in the stem form. For 

example: 

Kono shatsu wa oki-sugimasu. 

This shirt is too big. 

You can also use '‘he? %> sugiru for excessive actions, such as ate too much. Use a verb in the 
stem form in this case. For example: 

Yofuku o kai-sugimashita. 

I bought too many clothes. 

Words for clothing and accessories 

The following are some words that refer to clothing and accessories: 


belt 


beruto 

bottoms in general 

X'Xx 

zubon 

caps and hats in general 


boshi 

coat 

n-h 

koto 

dress 

FUX 

doresu 

jacket 

X-vXy h 

jaketto 

jeans 

X— Xy 

jipan 

necktie 

XX XX 

nekutai 

shirt 

X-VX 

shatsu 

shoes 

fit 

kutsu 

skirt 

X#-F 

sukato 

sneakers 

X— — vb— 

sunika 

socks 

IffTF 

kutsushita 

suit 

x— x 

sutsu 

sunglasses 

-ffyX'XX 

sangurasu 

sweater 

-tr— X— 

seta 


The term XXX zubon is not a fashionable term in modern Japanese, but it is still used as 
a generic term that refers to all sorts of bottoms, including the bottoms of pajamas and sweat 
suits. Alternatives include XxxXX surakkusu (slacks), ft -7 ft? +F — X torauzazu (trousers), 
and Xy X pantsu (pants). 

Verbs for wearing 

The Japanese use different verbs to mean to put on or to wear. For items below the waist, such as 
pants, skirts, socks, and shoes, use UK haku. For items for your head, such as caps and hats, use 
/ffXX) kaburu. For accessories such as necklaces, eyeglasses, earrings, watches, and belts, use 
suru. For eyeglasses, frftjyS kakeru is also possible. For other clothing items, such as jackets, 
dresses, kimonos, and shirts, use kiru. Use all these verbs in the . . . TF''^> te iru construc- 
tion once the item is worn. (See Chapter 5 for the . . . Tl ^ te iru construction.) For example: 

Ano hito wa suteki na koto o kite imasu ne. 

That person is wearing a nice coat, isn’t he? 
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Trying on clothing: . . . ^*<5 miru 

To express doing something as a trial, you use the verb in the te form and add the auxiliary verb 
miru (to see). For example: 

mx^-t 

kite mimasu 

to try putting on some clothes 


Polite shop language: gozaimasu 

At stores, sales representatives use very polite business-like language. For example, they say 
(I $ gozaimasu as opposed to D arimasu to mean We have. For example: 

w&x xxx ^ f o 

Emu-saizu wa kuro ga gozaimasu. 

We have one black (item) in medium. 



Write your favorite colors and the favorite colors of your family members. 


example cfTF'lTo Watashi wa aka ga suki desu. I like red. 


In each of the following, choose the appropriate answer from the options in parentheses. 

1. b%(MX, LT)F^t 0 

Jaketto o (kite, haite, kabutte, shite) imasu. 

(She) is wearing a jacket. 

2. :mx, &F'T, fr&-oX, 

Sunika o (kite, haite, kabutte, shite) imasu. 

(She) is wearing sneakers. 



Describing things 139 


3. Lt)l^t 0 

Boshi o (kite, haite, kabutte, shite) imasu. 

(She) is wearing a hat. 

4. X, LT)V^-T 0 

Nekkuresu o (kite, haite, kabutte, shite) imasu. 

(She) is wearing a necklace. 


Translate the following sentences into Japanese. 

1 . This coat is too long. 

2. This dress is too conservative. 

3. This necklace is too expensive. 




Translate the following sentences into Japanese. 

1 . I like black and red. 


2. I tried this dress. 


3. Please try this skirt. 


4. / bought too many sweaters. 
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EXERCISE 




Read the following dialog between Mary and a sales representative at a store and translate 
the underlined parts. 


MARY 


Sumimasen. Kono jaketto no kuro wa arimasu ka. 


SALES 

REPRESENTATIVE 1 . CTcTl 

1. And, kuro wa gozaimasen. Midori wa gozaimasu. 


MARY HT'f" fro 

Midori desu ka. 

SALES 

REPRESENTATIVE 

Aka mo gozaimasu yo. 

MARY 

Aka? 


SALES 

REPRESENTATIVE & t)'' T>1 ^ 2. 

Aka wa kawaii desu yo. 2. Kite mite kudasai. 


MARY 


3. Vt, L 

3. Demo, kore wa chotto chisa-sugimasu. Eru-saizu wa arimasu ka. 


Adverbs 

Whereas adjectives describe things and people (nouns), adverbs describe manners of actions 
(verbs). For example, $> -p ‘s 0 yukkuri ( slowly ) is an adverb. There are many adverbs that were 
derived from adjectives. 

Adverbs derived from adjectives 

In English you can turn an adjective into an adverb by adding -ly. Similarly, in Japanese, you can 
create adverbs from adjectives by adding \Z. ni to the stem of a na adjective as in iTf/WC shizuka 
ni (quietly), or by adding <( ku to the stem of an i adjective as in M- <\ hayaku (quickly). The adverb 
version of l ''l ^ ii is cfc ‘s yoku. 
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The adverb + '$'%> suru 

If you use -§> suru (do) after an adverb, it means to change something or someone in a certain 
way. For example, heya o kirei ni suru means to make the room clean and 

shizuka ni suru means to make oneself quiet. It is often used with mo suko- 

shi (a little bit) to ask someone to make some change. 


Convert the following adjectives into adverbs. 

1 . I'. T-& jozu na (skillful) 

2. shizuka na (quiet) 

3. hayai (early) 

4. ^ Ci6£t majima na (serious) 

5. k "*1/ ii (good) 



Translate the following sentences into English. 

Chotto urusai desu yo. Mo sukoshi shizuka ni benkyo shite kudasai. 

2. Mi <Tz^k\ 

Yomemasen. Kirei ni kaite kudasai. Sorekara mo sukoshi okiku kaite kudasai. 


3. 

Kurasu wa ku-ji kara desu. Mo sukoshi hayaku kite kudasai. 


4. 

Yoku kangaemashita. Demo kono shigoto wa shinai tsumori desu. 


(% kangaeru means to think about) 

Mo sukoshi majime ni shite kudasai. 
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EXERCISE 



Translate the following sentences into Japanese. 

1 . Could you be quiet, please? 


2. Could you make the room clean ? 


3. Could you come here early tomorrow? 


4. Please read it carefully. 


Comparisons 

In Japanese as in English, a number of comparisons are possible. Here you’ll learn to compare 
two items to each other and to compare multiple items in the same group or category. 

Comparing two items to each other 

To say A is more . . . than B, just add B cfc D B yori {than B) in the statement sentence that says 
A is ... . For example: 

Inu wa kawaii desu. 

Dogs are cute. 

Inu wa neko yori kawaii desu. 

Dogs are cuter than cats. 

To ask a question that involves comparing two items, such as Which is more . . . , X or Y? 
place XtlY t. X to Y to, at the beginning of the sentence and use dochira no ho 

( which one ) to create a question sentence. For example: 

Inu to neko to, dochira no ho ga kawaii desu ka. 

Which are cuter, dogs or cats? 

Equivalent-degree comparisons 

To show equivalence, use . . . t. ... to onaji gurai {as ... as . . .). For example, 

cl t. |r]C < s" ^>1 Inu wa neko to onaji gurai kawaii desu means Dogs are as cute as 

cats. By contrast, to express non-equivalence, use the particle <*£ hodo {(not as ...) as) along 
with a negative adjective or verb. For example: 

Inu wa neko hodo kawaiku arimasen, 

Dogs are not as cute as cats. 
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Superlative comparisons 

To express the superlative comparison, use the adverb ichiban, which literally means the 
first, the best, or the most. For example: 

o 

Haha ga ichiban yasashii desu. 

My mom is the kindest. 

If the basis of superlative comparison is a list of items, list them, as in X to 

Y to Z no naka de or XbYbZb'C X to Y to Z to de. For a class of items, add no naka de 

after the name of the class. For example: 

Neko to inu to usagi no naka de neko ga ichiban suki desu. 

Among cats, dogs, and rabbits, I like cats the best. 

Dobutsu no naka de nekko ga ichiban suki desu. 

Among animals, I like cats the best. 

For superlative questions, never use dochira ( which one ) because it is only used for 

comparing two items. Instead, use regular question words such as Titl dare (who), K C doko 
(where), l ''"3 itsu (when), and M nani (what). But note that M nani is replaced with Htl dore 
(which one) if the question is based on a list of items rather than a class of items. For example: 

(Dffi T'M t Vtti'o 

Kudamono no naka de nani ga ichiban suki desu ka. 

Among fruit, what do you like the best ? 

Momo to ichigo to ringo no naka de dore ga ichiban suki desu ka. 

Among peaches, strawberries, and apples, which do you like the best ? 


Words for classes of items 

These are some words that will help you describe classes of items: 


animals 

mm 

dobutsu 

beverages 

mm 

nomimno 

buildings 

mm 

tatemono 

colors 

fe 

iro 

flowers 

m 

hana 

foods 

M^m 

tabemono 

fruits 

%m 

kudamono 

meats 

03 

niku 

pets 


petto 

sports 


supotsu 

subjects (academic) 

mm 

kyoka 

vegetables 


yasai 
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Complete each of the following sentences with the appropriate word or phrase. 


I EXERCISE | 


i. xmt,. 


Inu to neko to. 


ga suki desu ka. 


Which do you like better, dogs or cats ? 

Kurasu no naka de ga ichiban yoku benkyo shimasu ka. 


Who studies the most in class ? 
3 . 


Dobutsu no naka de 


ga ichiban suki desu ka. 


Among animals, what do you like the best ? 

4 . Xtlmt$L(D$rV 

Inu to neko to usagi no naka de ga ichiban suki desu ka. 

Which do you like the best among dogs, cats, and rabbits? 

5 . 

Inu wa neko kawaii desu yo. 


Dogs are cuter than cats. 
6 . 


Inu wa neko 


kawaiku arimasen yo. 


Dogs are not as cute as cats. 

7 . 

Inu wa neko kawaii desu yo. 

Dogs are as cute as cats. 





Answer the following questions in Japanese. 


1 . 

Kudamono no naka de nani ga ichiban suki desu ka. 

Among fruits, what do you like the best? 
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2. #£<L£-ffr, 


Supotsu no naka de nani o ichiban yoku shimasu ka. 

Among sports, what do you play the most? 


3. tLtZLfrt, o 

Sushi to sashimi to, dochira no ho ga suki desu ka. 

Between sushi and sashimi, which one do you like better? 


4. 

Nihon-ryori to Chuka-ryori to Kankoku-ryori no naka de dore ga ichiban suki desu ka. 

Among Japanese cuisine, Chinese cuisine, and Korean cuisine, which do you like the best? 


Translate the following sentences into Japanese. 

1 . My father is not as kind as my mother. 


2. Which is easier, Chinese or Japanese? 


3. Which is safer: cars or planes? 

anzen na means safe) 


4. Katakana is as easy as hiragana. 


5. I'm taller than my father. 



146 PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT Basic Japanese 


Making connections 


4 


In this chapter, you will learn how to make connections by relating facts and your 
thoughts in order to communicate coherently and effectively You’ll learn to make 
connections in a number of ways, such as stating what you think, sharing experi- 
ences, and using conjunctions. 

Stating what you think with 
omoimasu 

Here you will learn how to use the quotation particle t. to to express what you 
think. You will also learn how to create ta forms of verbs and adjectives, which 
you need to use to express past events in this construction. 

The quotation particle h to 

At the end of a statement, you can add that’s what I think by using the verb JS"5 
omou (think) along with the particle £lto. t. to marks what is being quoted and can 
be used when the main verb is kikimashita (I heard) or Hk^L/c 

iimashita (I said) or j£k ' I: iT omoimasu (I think). For example: 

Ani wa sugaku wa kantan da to iimashita. 

My older brother said that math is easy. 

mt v x tmm ut 0 

Watashi wa Joji-san wa Igirisu ni kaetta to kikimashita. 

I heard that George returned to England. 

Watashi wa kono hon wa yasui to omoimasu. 

I think this book is cheap. 

For stating a third person’s thinking, use SoTk'^'f' omotte imasu 
instead of Sk^lT omoimasu. For example: 

k^jgoTk^-fo 

Chichi wa watashi wa atama ga yokunai to omotte imasu. 

My father thinks that I am not smart. 
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Plain forms in the non-past tense 

Before the quotation particle t. to, the verbs and adjectives need to be in the plain form unless 
they are a part of a direct quote. The plain past affirmative forms are also called ta forms because 
they all end in fz ta (or sometimes ft da). The ta form of a verb is very easy to make if you already 
know a te form: Just change the vowel e at the end of the te form to a. For example, the te form of 
taberu (eat) is tabete, and its ta form is fk^fz tabeta. Similarly, the te form of 

nomu (drink) is Wi/cCf' nonde, and its ta form is ffKfufz nonda. (See Chapter 5 for how to 
make the te form.) 

The plain forms of verbs and adjectives, both non-past and past, both affirmative and nega- 
tive, are summarized in the following table. To create a form, check the category or class of the 
item and follow the pattern of one of the items in this table: 



NON-PAST 

PAST 

AFFIRMATIVE 

NEGATIVE 

AFFIRMATIVE 

NEGATIVE 

Verbs 

taberu 

will eat, eat, eats 

tabenai 

won’t eat, doesn’t/don’t 
eat 

M^fz 

tabeta 

ate 

tabenakatta 

didn’t eat 

Noun + Copula 

Xfz 

inu da 

is a dog 

inu ja nai 

isn’t a dog 

tcfi-jfz 

inu datta 

was a dog 

inu ja nakatta 

wasn’t a dog 

Na adjective 

iBjflffi fz 
koka da 

is expensive 

koka ja nai 

isn’t expensive 

iSifl Bj/co/c 
koka datta 

was expensive 

koka ja nakatta 

wasn’t expensive 

I adjective 

takai 

is expensive 

takaku nai 

isn’t expensive 

1 %t)’'~z>fz 
takakatta 

was expensive 

if 

takaku nakatta 

wasn’t expensive 


Convert the following verbs and adjectives in the polite form into the plain form. 

1. ikimasu will go 

2. iX^Lfz nomimashita drank 

3. tabemasendeshita didn't eat 

4. i takakatta desu was expensive 

5. kirei deshita was pretty 

6. sushi ja arimasendeshita wasn't sushi 
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Convert the following verbs and adjectives from the polite form into the plain form. These 
verbs and adjectives are slightly complex because they include auxiliary verbs or suffixes. 

1. nonde imashita was drinking 

2. nomemasen is not able to drink 

3. b yomi-tai desu want to read 

4. cfii£ L tc tabe-sugimashita ate too much 

5. kite mimasu will try it on 



Translate the following sentences into Japanese. 

1 . I think Japanese is easy. 

2. I think I cannot write kanji. (/ don't think I can write kanji.) 

3. I think this sweater is too big. 

4. I think the food at that restaurant was delicious. 

5. My mother thinks this dress is too expensive. 



Using a relative clause 

More than just adjectives can modify nouns in Japanese. You can use a noun to modify a noun 
with the help of the particle © no. You can use a verb to modify a noun if it is in the plain form 
and placed before the noun. You can even modify a noun by using a sentence that ends in a verb 
in the plain form. 

For example, in the following sentence, the noun Bjfilllj eiga (movie) is modified by a sentence 
marked by a pair of brackets, which means I watched (the movie) yesterday in the plain form: 

[tffHWM/cjf 

[Kino watashi ga mita] eiga wa omoshirokatta desu. 

7 he movie I watched yesterday was interesting. 
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This sentence, marked by a pair of brackets, does not actually say the movie. When you use 
a sentence with a gap like this before a noun with which the gap should be filled, we call it a rela- 
tive clause. So, it’s very useful to know plain forms even if you are speaking in a polite context. 



Reorder the items in each of the following sets to form a grammatical sentence. 


1. I s !© Akfc otoko no hito wa the man (topic marker), Mtt kita came, BAAA'L/c Nihonjin 
deshita was Japanese, IffB kino yesterday 


2. $5 ©LA-c>/cA'<T oishikatta desu was delicious, MX)*' haha ga my mother (subject marker), 
T/uAfb tenpura tempura, ff'j/c tsukutta made, (i wa (topic marker) 


3. Tanaka-san Mr. Tanaka, Iff B kino yesterday, yofuku o clothing (direct 

object marker), A"B£> kyo mo today also, (i wa (topic marker), HTf ''Tz kite ita ( was 
wearing), kite imasu ( am wearing) 


Translate the following sentences into Japanese. 

1 . The person who is drinking coffee over there is my friend. 

2. The car I bought last year is not good. 

3. That dog is the dog I saw in the park last week. 
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Using . . . n desu for making connections 

in conversation 

What you say in conversation is usually related to what was said or what you would like the other 
person to respond to. Otherwise, your speech will be disconnected from the context and your 
conversation partner will not fully understand why you are saying things you are saying. It is as 
if there is a hidden string that connects all utterances made by you and your conversation part- 
ner. To make such a tie stronger, the Japanese often end their sentences with . . . n desu in 

conversation. It may be to show that a statement is a part of the explanation to the previous utter- 
ance, implying That’s why, or it may be to elicit the conversation partner’s response, implying 
What do you think ? Any comment ? 

So, A/C't' n desu is a discourse tool for Japanese. It is actually the reduced form of (D'V't' 
no desu. It cannot be translated into English. It follows verbs and adjectives in the plain form 
except that the non-past affirmative copular verb ft da must be realized as na. For example, 
to mean that you hate composition, if you say Watashi wa sakubun ga 

kirai na n desu instead of Watashi wa sakubun ga kirai desu, you can 

avoid sounding like a robot or sounding very blunt and harsh, and your conversation partner will 
naturally feel like responding to you with his/her comments and thoughts. Similarly, consider a 
scenario where your friend just saw you carrying a suitcase and appeared to be puzzled about it. 
Even before she asks you, you can say 2 iCf j' Hawai ni iku n desu (I’m going to 

Hawaii.). Then your friend will know that you are trying to explain rather than abruptly making 
a statement. Therefore, there is no need to use ATTs't' n desu when you are writing or when you 
are giving a speech in front of an audience. It is a conversation tool that help conversation partici- 
pants make connections. 


Rephrase the following sentences using A AcW n desu. 

1 . 

Raigetsu kekkon shimasu. 

I'll get married next month. 


2 . &<()£# /v 0 

O-kane ga arimasen. 

I don't have money. 


3. 

Kaisha o yamemashita. 

I quit the company. 
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4 . hatTc 


Watashi no chichi wa kankoku-jin desu. 

My father is a Korean. 


Asking “why?” 

Next you will learn how to ask for a reason and how to state a reason. You’ll also learn how to talk 
about possible reasons for studying Japanese. 


Asking for a reason with 3 LT doshite 

To ask for a reason, say L LT doshite, state the fact for which you are asking for the reason (in 
the plain form), and add /lT'T t)' n desu ka at the end. Because you are using /cT'T n desu, 
discussed in the previous section, make sure to change the non-past affirmative copula ft da to 
A. na. For example: 

LT LTBffJ£T*m^/LT't;ffio 

Doshite Tanaka-san ga kirai na n desu ka. 

Why do you hate Mr. Tanaka ? 

%/LT nande also means why, but it is slightly informal and can also mean by what and so 
it can be ambiguous. naze also means why, but it is most appropriate for written form. 

Stating a reason with frbX't' kara desu 

To answer a question with L O LT doshite (why), you can state the reason in the plain form and 
add fj'LT'T kara desu at the end. For example: 

A: LTLTffl^Afim^/LT'Tfro 

Doshite Tanaka-san ga kirai na n desu ka. 

Why do you hate Mr. Tanaka ? 

B: 

Tanaka-san wa usotsuki da kara desu. 

Because Mr. Tanaka is a liar. 


Possible reasons for studying Japanese 

If you are studying Japanese, you will often be asked why you are doing so. The following are 
common reasons for studying Japanese: 


I am interested in business. 
I have a Japanese friend. 

I like anime and manga. 

I like Japanese culture. 

I like karate and kendo. 

I want to teach English in 
Japan. 

I want to work in Japan. 
Japanese language is very 
different from English. 


bwy-fflf'UAfio 
BA(Dfcwmr£ o 
A.AtmmmArL 

B*T{® t/clY 
B AbhI^^BhLLT/L 


Bizinesu ni kyomi ga aru. 
Nihon-jin no tomodachi 
ga iru. 

Anime to manga ga sukida. 
Nihon no bunka ga sukida. 
Karate to kendo ga sukida. 
Nihon de eigo o oshie-tai. 

Nihon de hataraki-tai. 
Nihongo wa eigo to zenzen 
chigau. 
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EXERCISE 



Following the example, create a question that asks the reason for each statement. 

EXAMPLE 

Bosuton ni ikimasu. 

I will go to Boston. 

Doshite Bosuton ni iku n desu ka. Why did 

you go to Boston? 


1 . 

Hoteru o kyanseru shimashita. 

I cancelled the hotel (reservation). 


2 . 

Kaigi ni demasen. 

I will not attend the conference. 


3 . 

Yamada-san no kuruma o kaimasendeshita. 

I did not buy Ms. Yamada's car. 


4 . 

Kankokugo o benkyo shite imasu. 

I'm studying Korean. 
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EXERCISE 



Following the example, create a sentence that causes the statement given to serve as a 
reason. 

EXAMPLE 

Bosuton ni ikimasu. 

I will go to Boston. 

Bosuton ni iku kara desu. It is because I will go to Boston. 


i. 

Kanji ga muzukashii desu. 

Kanji are hard. 


2 . 

O-kane ga arimasen. 

I don't have money. 


3 . tT^tl^rzVto 

Totemo takakatta desu. 

It was very expensive. 


4 . 

Amari kirei ja arimasendeshita. 

It was not very pretty. 
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EXERCISE 



Answer the following question in Japanese , based on your personal situation. 


£5Lxn^%M&LX\i'%AJViriS' 0 

Doshite Nihongo o benkyo shite iru n desu ka. 

Why are you studying Japanese? 


Sharing experiences 

Here you will learn how to talk about experiences. You’ll learn the form you need to use as well 
as some words and phrases that will help you talk about your experiences. 


Expressing experience with koto ga arimasu 

In order to express what experience you have, don’t use a simple past sentence, but instead use 
H D Itlt* koto ga arimasu. Arimasu (to exist, to have ) is in the non-past tense because you 

have the experience now. H h koto is an abstract noun that means thing, occasion, matter, etc. So, 
what you are literally saying is I have the occasion of completing such and such. Importantly, the 
verb before koto must be in the ta form (the plain past tense). For example: 

Watashi wa natto o tabeta koto ga arimasu. Demo, umeboshi o tabeta koto wa arimasen. 

I have had fermented soybeans. However, I have never had pickled plum. 


Experiences you might have 


The following are the words for some experiences you might want to talk about: 


to skydive 

to eat fermented soybeans 
to go to Europe 
to go to karaoke 
to have a fight 
to lose a credit card 
to see Mt. Fuji 
to stay in a traditional 
Japanese style-inn 
to take a helicopter 
to take Shinkansen 
(bullet train) 
to watch kabuki play 
to watch movies directed by 
Akira Kurosawa 
to wear a kimono 


:fr< 

S±|I|£MS 

SfcfitKtai:* 

■'MW 

it 


sukaidaibingu o suru 
natto o taberu 
Yoroppa ni iku 
karaoke ni iku 
kenka o suru 
kurejitto kado o nakusu 
Fujisan o miru 
ryokan ni tomaru 

herikoputa ni noru 
Shinkansen ni noru 

kabuki o miru 
Kurosawa Akira no 
eiga o miru 
kimono o kiru 


Making connections 155 


The counter P3 kai (. . . times) 

To say once, twice, three times, etc., use the counter ® kai. For example: 

Nihon ni wa san-kai itta koto ga arimasu. 

I’ve been to Japan three times. 


The following table shows how to read this counter with numerals: 


1® 

2® 

3® 

4® 

5® 

6® 

7® 

8® 

9® 

10® 



l' 1 

c k/cfr 1 





frV'' 


ik-kai 

ni-kai 

san-kai 

yon-kai 

go -kai 

rok-kai 

nana- 

kai 

hak-kai/ 

hachi-kai 

kyu-kai 

juk-kai/ 

jik-kai 


Translate the following sentences into Japanese. 

1 . Have you ever been to Japan? 


2. Have you ever lost your credit card before? 


3. Have you ever been in a helicopter? 


4. Have you watched Hayao Miyazaki's anime? 




Answer the questions from Exercise 8-10 in Japanese. 


1 . 

2. 

3. 

4. 
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EXERCISE 


i 


Read the following dialog between Justin and Mike and translate the underlined parts. 


justin 1. jp 0 

1. Maiku-san wa Nihon ni itta koto qa arimasu ka. 


mike 3Mh<9%to 

Hai, arimasu yo. San-kai arimasu. 

justin 

Kapuseru-in ni tomatta koto wa arimasu ka. 

mike fv 0 T*&m<DW£itfe£^rcZttf&*)£t 0 

Arimasen. Demo boku no tomodachi wa tomatta koto ga arimasu. 

justin $)$), £)\j 

A, so desu ka. 

mike 2 . 

2. Totemo chlsakatta to itte imashita. 


justin 3. 

3. Boku mo tomatte mi-tai to omotte iru n desu. 


MIKE fefe, 

A, so desu ka. 

{jj'7° J ai\r'(y kapuseru-in means capsule inn, an inexpensive business hotel with 
extremely small rooms where one can barely sit up) 


Forecasting weather 

Next you will learn how to express probability. You will also learn words related to weather and 
how to talk about weather forecasting. 

Expressing probability with T' Li 9 desho 

When you think something is probably the case, make a statement in the plain form and add 
Tj'Lcfc'5 desho at the end. Remember to drop the non-past affirmative copula ft da. For 
example: 

Ashita wa oyuki desho. 

It will probably snow a lot tomorrow. 


Making connections 


157 


Words for weather 

The following words and phrases will help you talk about weather: 


clear weather (sky) 

ffin 

hare 

cloud 

zzzs; 

kumo 

cloudy weather (sky) 

HD 

kumori 

drizzle 


kosame 

heavy rain 

ns 

oame 

heavy snow 

ns 

oyuki 

rain 


ame 

snow 

■St? 

yuki 

storm 

a 

arashi 

strong wind 

$1® 

kyofu 

thunderstorm 

its 

raiu 

to become clear (sky) 

Btn§ 

hareru 

to become cloudy 

n§ 

kumoru 

to fall 


furu 

tornado 


tatsumaki 

typhoon 

a® 

taifu 

wind 

® 

kaze 


| EXERCISE | 


Translate the following sentences into English. 


i. 

Kyo wa ichinichi kumori desho. 


2 . pfii 

Ashita no gogo wa ame ga furu desho. 


3. 

Ashita no ban wa yuki ga furu desho. 


4. MniiBfn^nLT'jo 

Shumatsu wa hareru desho. 
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Talking about sickness 

Here you will learn how to talk about possibilities. You will also learn vocabulary words related 
to sickness and how to talk about symptoms and diagnoses. 

Talking about a possible case with 
kamoshiremasen 

When you think something is possibly the case, make a statement in the plain form and add 
kamoshiremasen (It is possible that . . . ) at the end. Just remember to drop the 
non-past affirmative copula ft da. For example: 

Kaze kamoshiremasen. 

It may be a cold. 

Netsu ga aru kamoshiremasen. 

I may have a fever. 

Shigoto ni ikenai kamoshiremasen. 

I may not be able to go to work. 


Symptoms of illness 

In case you need to go see a doctor in Japan, learn the following words and phrases: 


to cough 


seki ga deru 

to have a fever 


netsu ga aru 

to have a headache 


atama ga itai 

to have a runny nose 


hanamizu ga deru 

to have a sore throat 


nodo ga itai 

to have a stomachache 


onaka ga itai 

to have a stuffy nose 

ijbbSo tv 5 

hana ga tsumatte iru 

to have constipation 


benpi o shite iru 

to have diarrhea 

■RSP&LTV5 

geri o shite iru 

to have dizziness 


memai ga suru 

to have nausea 


hakike ga suru 

to have phlegm 


tan ga deru 

to have the chills 


samuke ga suru 

to sneeze 


kushami ga deru 

to wheeze 


ze ze suru 

Diagnosis of illness 

The following are words for common 

illnesses and injuries: 


allergies 


arerugi 

appendicitis 


mocho 

arthritis 


kansetsuen 

asthma 


zensoku 

broken bone 

#IJt 

kossetsu 

bronchitis 


kikanshien 

cancer 

JS 

gan 

cold 


kaze 
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food poisoning 
influenza/flu 
pneumonia 
sprain 


It® 


shokuchudoku 

infuruenza 

haien 

nenza 


Complete each of the following sentences with the appropriate word. 

1 . AtfC*' 

Hanamizu ga masu. 

I have a runny nose. 

2. mtf £f 0 



Netsu ga masu. 

I have a fever. 

3. 

ga demasu. 

I cough. 

4. ggtf 

Atama ga desu. 

I have a headache. 


Read the following dialog between a patient and a doctor and answer the questions that 
follow. 

DOCTOR H^L^L/c^Po 

Do shimashita ka. 

What happened? 

PATIENT 

Seki ga deru n desu. Soreni netsu ga arimasu. 

DOCTOR &>$), fro 

A, so desu ka. 

PATIENT 

Sorekara atama ga itai desu. 
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DOCTOR 


Nodo wa? 

PATIENT 

Nodo wa itaku arimasen. 

[The doctor checks the patient.] 

DOCTOR 

Haien kamo shiremasen. 

1 . Does the patient have a fever? 

2. Does he have a cough? 

3. Does he have a sore throat? 

4. What is the doctor's conclusion? 


Listing and connecting actions and states by using 
the te form 

You can list actions and states in one sentence by using the te form. The te form does not bear 
tense, so it cannot complete a sentence, but includes the meaning and, so it has to be followed by 
another instance of a verb or an adjective, which might bear tense. The last verb or adjective in 
the sentence should not be in the te form but should appear in the regular form, bearing a tense. 
Depending on the context, te forms can list temporally ordered actions, additional properties, 
and cause-effect relationships. 

To form a te form of an adjective, add <\ T kute to the stem of an i adjectives or V de to the 
stem of a na adjective. The te form of the adjective I'T'* ii is yokute. To form the negative 

te forms, just replace T kute or T? de in their affirmative te forms with (^(Tku nakute or 
ja nakute. 

Chapter 5 explains how to form a te form of a verb. The representative forms of all of the te 
forms are listed in the following table: 



AFFIRMATIVE 

NEGATIVE 



or 

Verbs 

tabete 

tabenakute or tabenai de 


C’dt dYld- 

not eat and 


XV 


Noun + copula 

inu de 

inu ja nakute 


be a dog and 

be not a dog and 


iHififfiT:' 


Na adjective 

koka de 

koka ja nakute 


be expensive and 

be not expensive and 




I adjective 

takakute 

takaku nakute 


be expensive and 

be not expensive and 
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Verbs have two kinds of negative te forms: . . . ^<\T nakute and . . . ts. V ''T' naide. Use 
nakute only if it creates a cause-effect relationship. 

t <TioTVSto 

Kodomo ga gohan o tabenakute komatte imasu. 

My child does not eat meals and (so) I’m troubled. 

Asa-gohan o tabenai de kurasu ni ikimashita. 

I did not eat breakfast, and then I went to class. (/ went to class without eating breakfast.) 


| EXERCISE | 


Connect the words in each set by using the te form. 


1. IffB kino yesterday, terebi o miru to watch TV, shukudai o suru 

to do homework, neru to sleep 


2. &Ltc ashita tomorrow, soji o suru to clean, kaimono o suru 

to go shopping, § ryori o suru to cook 


3. "V-f Maiku-san Mike, ^ atama ga ii to be smart, fSLt'' yasashii to be kind, 

kakko ii to be good-looking 


4. ytyV' — ci/V Meari-san Mary, kirei da to be pretty, atama ga ii to be 

smart 


5. HCDUXh'yyCD'tfL kono resutoran no sushi this restaurant's sushi, takaku nai 

not to be expensive, 43 V 'Ll'' oishii to be delicious 
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For each of the following, choose the correct answer from the options in parentheses. 

Amari kirei (ja nakute, ku nakute) yoku arimasen. 

It's not pretty, and it's not good. 

2 . '>* 7 — 

Shawa o (abinai de, abinakute) gakko ni ikimashita. 

I went to school without taking a shower. 

3. 

Tanaka-san ga (konai de, konakute) komarimashita. 

Mr. Tanaka did not come, so I was in trouble. 

4. drtj&lt'V, -tfr%<r)<r£zi\ 

Koko de tabako o (suwanai de, suwanakute) kudasai. 

P/ease do not smoke here. 

Kino wa hayaku (okirarenakute, okirarenai de), kurasu ni okuremashita. 

I could not wake up early and was late for class. 

(. . . IT-Mtl'a) ni okureru means to be late for. . .) 




Translate the following sentences into Japanese using te forms. 


1 . Please ask me and then buy (it). 

(fiUcHfK watashi ni kiku means to ask me) 


2. Don't eat without washing your hands. 


3. / took medicine because I had a headache. 

(M&COtJ kusuri o nomu means to take medicine) 
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The clause conjunctions ip ga and kara 

Here you’ll learn about two conjunctions: t)' ga and t^b kara. 

The conjunction fy* ga 

To express two contrasting or conflicting events or states in the same sentence, use the conjunc- 
tion particle ff* ga. For example: 

Takai desu ga kaimasu. 

It’s expensive, but I’ll buy it. 

Kore wa takai desu ga are wa yasui desu. 

This one is expensive, but that one is cheap. 

Interestingly, tfi ga can also simply connect two sentences when there is a logical transition, 
even if there is no conflict or contrast. For example: 

Sato to moshimasu ga shacho ni o-ai dekimasu ka. 

My name is Sato. Could I see the president of your company ? 

Kore wa Nihon de katta n desu ga totemo benri desu yo. 

I bought this in Japan and it is very convenient! 

Kore wa owarimashita ga tsugi wa nani o shimasho ka. 

I finished this one. What shall I do next ? 

When you use t?' ga, make sure to use the same form for the predicate in the ga clause and 
the predicate in the main clause: both plain forms or both polite forms. 

The conjunction kara 

The clause conjunction particle iT'b kara can create a reason clause, as shown here: 

Takai desu kara uremasen. 

It’s expensive, so it does not sell well. 

Takai desu kara kawanai de kudasai. 

Because it is expensive, please do not buy it. 

It is better to use the same form for the predicate in the kara clause and the predicate in the 
main clause: both plain forms or both polite forms. 
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EXERCISE 


( 


Combine each pair of sentences into a single sentence. 


1 . 

Oishiku arimasendeshita. Demo tabemashita. 

It was not delicious. However, I ate it. 


2 . o TtMST'-To 

Mika-san wa kirei desu. Demo ijiwaru desu. 

Mika is pretty. However, she is mean. 


3. 

Nihongo no shiken o uke-tai n desu. Do omoimasu ka. 

I want to take a Japanese exam. What do you think? 


4. 3 MitU^T'To 

San-kyu wa muzukashii desu. Desu kara yon-kyu o ukeru tsumori desu. 

Level 3 is hard. Therefore, I plan to take Level 4. 


5. 

Ashita uchi ni Tanaka-san ga kimasu. Yamada-san mo kimasen ka. 

Mr. Tanaka will come to my house tomorrow. Would you like to come, too, Ms. Yamada ? 
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Answer key 


1 


1-5 

1-9 

113 

116 

117 

118 
1-20 
1-22 
1-23 
1-24 
1-25 

1-26 

1-31 

1-34 

2 


21 

2-2 

2-3 

2-4 


Answers are not given for oral or handwriting exercises or those that explore personal 
circumstances. 

Let’s say and write Japanese words! 

1. 77 2. 171 3. foiT 4. 7# 5. 77 

1. -37 2. 07 3. T 4. rcfr 5. 7fr> 6. TO 

1. (it 2. <1C 3. &L 4. 7% 5. lifr 1 

1. eye 2. ear 3. mouth 4. nose 5. foot 6. head 
1. c 2. b 3. d 4. a 

1. <7 2. 7/cS 3. 4. frt> 5. (SL 

1. 2. 7:77^ 3. 4. 

1. L J; if0 2. 3. Cd>0i£0 4. ^7d) 5. 

1. Tokyo 2. Kyoto 3. Osaka 

1. / 7, ■'A, lx 2. X77X 7 3. 7, 7, 7, -tr, 'N, 7, -V, 7, U, for example 

1. 7 shi and 7 tsu 2. Xn and V so 3. 7 ku and 7 ke 4. 7 ku and 7 wa 

5. 7 ku and 7 ta 6. U ro and X ko 7. 7h ru and lx re 8. 7 chi and ~T te 

1. test 2. camera 3. necktie 4. hotel 

l. 77 y 7 2. 777" 3. tx>7 4. 7x77 

1. mouth 2. mountain 3. river 4. _/zre 5. moon 6. tree 

Getting to know someone 

770 cl dr Kochira koso 
if 70 dochira 

1. e 2. d 3. c 4. b 5. a 

1. 77 y 7 Italia /tfl/y 

2. 7777 Supein Spain 

3. U'>7 Roshia Russia 

4. 7 7 F Indo India 

5. F7'7 Doitsu Germany 

6 . 7 "7 77 . Furansu France 

7. 77 Tai Thailand 

8 . 7x7 Kenia Kenya 

9. 7y Chiri Chi/e 
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2-5 


2-7 


2-8 


210 

211 

212 

213 

214 

215 

216 


217 

219 

2-20 


2-21 


1. A AD A Y AtiltjAABAAo Meirin-san wa Pekin karadesu. 

2. |AI§AY AtYj|lMAY>'I:'Ao Yumiko-san wa Tokyo karadesu. 

3. h — V X 5 A (Y A A A /) ' A 7? A, Tomasu-san wa Kanada kara desu. 

4. XYD — Y A ( Y Y A D X /j ' b 7? A, Emirl-san wa igirisu kara desu. 

1. Y YUAA Itaria-jin 3. XT D lY >A Firipin-jin 

2. Y/AXA Kanada-jin 4. Y X HA Indo-jin 

1. I@C Y AtY B AA7? Ao Takeshi-san wa Nihon-jin desu. 

2. H — A H > Y A ( Y 'K? ID AT A, Elijon-san wa kankoku-jin desu. 

3. XxAXAAtYAAXA7:'Ao Buraun sensei wa Kanada-jin desu. 

4. Ax Ac? AtYAISA'Y'Ao Chen-san wa Chugoku-jin desu. 

5. X -YU XY AfcAlilAT^'Ao Meirin-san mo Chugoku-jin desu. 

6. Aa — A Y A (Y 7 7 X D A A UA A> 0 A A A Joji-san wa Amerika-jin ja arimasen. (or A 3 — AY /AY 
A A U AA C b A l 'A A, Joji-san wa Amerika-jin ja nai desu.) 

1. fe<7)YC<Y)A(Y B AA7? Ao Ano onna no hito wa Nihon-jin desu. 

2. YXY'/jA/YY 1 1'[ DAY A> Ano otoko no hito wa Chugoku-jin desu. 

3. fe^AtYffSAYAo Ano hito wa Kankoku-jin desu. 

4. $)(D -pH. tYXx AXAY'Ao Ano kodomo wa Furansu-jin desu. 

1. ^YAtYYPsfUiTJ'Ao Mori-san wa bengoshi desu. 

2. $5<7)A(YB Aim®^A7:'Ao Ano hito wa Nihon-go no gakusei desu. 

3. YA)A(i I I A A© A A 7? A, Ano hito wa Nihon-jin no gakusei desu. 

4. fe<7)YC<Y)A(Y7t A.T' A Ano onna no hito wa sensei desu. 

5. $ 5 © A©AtY B Aim® A AT? Ao Ano onna no hito wa Nihon-go no sensei desu. 

1. Mr. Brown is a Japanese language teacher at a high school. 

2. Mr. Tanaka works at an automobile factory. 

3. Mike is a sales representative at a department store. 

1. YJEHYAtY AA©AA.7?Ao Ishida-sanwadaigaku no gakusei desu. (or Yt 1 1 1 Y /AY A A A.7?Ao 
Ishida-san wa daigakusei desu.) 

2. Yy YAtYJihPjt7?fi!|l''7ri'A Ao Tani-san wa bydin de hataraite imasu. 

3. AlBY A(YBA©ilY^k©:5*Spn©A;A7:'Ao Ueda-san wa Nihon no koko no eigo no sensei desu. 

1. Chinese 

2. Japanese 

3. works for a bank in Tokyo 

4. teaches English in a high school in Yokohama 

5. studies economics in a college in the United States 

1 . YS^lifi Y A onesan 

2. A chichi 

3 . B A A Nihon-jin 

4. B Aiin© AA Nihon-go no gakusei 

5. A A Ken 

1. itY AAY Ao Watashi wa gakusei desu. I am a student. 

2. Ao Haha wa kangoshi desu. My mother is a nurse. 

3. AxAYAtYAISAIYbfcDSAAo Chen-san wa Chugoku-jin ja arimasen. Mr. Chen is not Chinese. 

4. Ax AY AdOYSfiJYAtifflHA'Y'Ao Chen-san no okasan wa Kankoku-jin desu. Mr. Chen’s mother is 
Korean. 

5. <&©AtY AtVY'A Y'o Ano hito wa dare desu ka. Who is that person over there? 

6. $)©AtY|Ij|TIY A©iDcY AT'Ao Ano hito wa Yamada-san no imotosan desu. That person is 

Ms. Yamada’s younger sister, or |JL||T1Y A©$;Y AtYY5©A7:'Ao Yamada-san no imoto-sanwa ano 
hito desu. Ms. Yamada’s younger sister is that person over there. 

1. True 2. False 3. True 4. False 
til'' Hai, YSDSAA arimasen 

1. A Ao A t Y Y Y Y Y l ' Y A, Sensei. Ohayo gozaimasu. 

2. YsAfeYAo AtYYYo Okasan. Ohayo. 

3. ©oTT YY Ao Ittekimasu. 

4. LbXU'LYA, Y A Y A A ,, Ja, shitsurei shimasu. Sayonara. 

YStiAY Y'Yl'AA ohayo gozaimasu, ' Shitsurei 
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2-22 


2-23 

2-24 

2-25 

2-26 

2-27 

2-28 

2-29 

2- 30 

3 

3- 5 
3-6 


3-7 

314 

315 


1. ij, '‘TAS/t/co A, sumimasen. 

2. if f> fc $> 0 /j' il f> Cl c: f ' S A, Domo arigato gozaimasu. 

3. if 5 Domo sumimasen. 

4. IMX 0 le. 

5. IM/Alo le. 

I MX le 
til' 1 Hai 

1. fetlAre 2. <1© Kono 3. dr tl sore 4. Ano hito 

1. key 2. wallet 3. sunglasses 4. computer 

1. A. Whose umbrella is this? B. 77?af s Ken’s umbrella. 

2. A. Whose is that? B. That’s Jane’s. 

3. A. Whose car is that car? B. That’s Mr. Tanaka’s. 

4. A. Which one is Mr. Smith’s? B. That one. 

5. A. What is that car? B. That’s Toyota’s Corolla. 

1. <KD Kono 

2. -ftl sore 

3. tltlKore 

4. At l dare 

5. M nan 

6. |JL|EEI c \huOT Yamada-san no (It’s rude to refer to a person by using a demonstrative pronoun.) 

1. if) tl it A d) A A A ; Are wa chichi no hon desu. 

2. cl tl t t tf, 0) 'C A, Kore wa watashi no desu. 

3. AtlT't" /j' Q Ano gakusei wa dare desu ka. 

4. •?‘tlti{nl1:'lt /j\, Sore wa nan desu ka. 

5. fr y cf /e d) (i if til? A /j'o Ken-san no wa dore desu ka. 

iftl dore, Ctl Kore 


Using numbers 

1 . If $> ■? if ju-go 

2. san-ju-hachi 

3. C If go-ju-roku 

4. tfetfelf tffs. nana-ju-nana 

5. titS If *3>'9cfi4>'5 hachi-ju-kyu 

1. tl^/u tH±/u flO'-X tllf tl 

ni-man ni-sen ni-hyaku ni-ju-ni 

2. £A,£A, £A/ffA £AAJX 

san-man san-zen san-byaku san-ju-san 

3. 

roku-man roku-sen rop-pyaku roku-ju-roku 

4. tiASAti-3-&Ati^r>Xti^lf^5ti^ 

Hachi-man has-sen hap-pyaku hachi-ju-hachi 

kyu-man kyu-sen kyu-hyaku kyu-ju-kyu 
ichi-man kyu-sen hap-pyaku 

yon-man yon-sen nana-hyaku nana-ju-ichi 

3. C'SAv5^liAvC'£>^'\tlIf 

go-man roku-sen go-hyaku ni-ju-go 

1. I don’t know. (tS <4; -? if chotto is added to make the expression soft.) 

2. Then it’s okay, (or Never mind.) 

1. Mll't nan-ji 2. if domo 
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316 

317 

318 

319 
3-22 
3-23 

3- 24 

4 

41 

4- 2 
4-3 
4-4 

4-5 

4-6 

4-7 

4-8 

4-9 


1. MH-t nan-ji 2. Sll.'f hachi-ji 

1. Stll60(f3557 Gozen roku-ji san-ju-go-fun 

2. Gogo ichi-ji 

1. Getsuyobi 

2. 4S1 1 0 Shi-gatsu tsuitachi 

3. / r^9ll.'f gogo ku-ji 

4. Siu20(f3O57 gozen ni-ji san-jup-pun (or gozen ni-ji han) 

5. 1998^ sen-kyu-hyaku-kyu-ju-hachi-nen 

5J0 5 1 I Go-gatsu itsuka 2 j j 14} I Ni-gatsu ju-yok-ka 

1. lK(bikura 2. <\ tt~c£ l' 1 kudasai 

1. -5>/c0 futa-ri (2A) 4. C go-satsu (5 IHJ) 

2. fd/cl'' ni-dai (2rJ) 5. S/uU'cf san-biki (3|Z?_) 

3. futa-tsu (20) 6. cf ip-piki (1|Z5) 

1. Al(/'2|Z!±l''SSo Inu ga ni-hiki imasu. 

2. PI TASS/A 0 S A, Kitte ga ni-mai arimasu. 

3. JiAAcfAOSSo Kuruma ga san-dai arimasu. 

4. y — b Noto o san-satsu kudasai. 

5. AAA'cd2 S < \ /cSV'o Banana o ni-hon kudasai. 

6. 7AbSA:2S^0A£'£:3O</c£l\, Banana o ni-hon to ringo o mit-tsu kudasai. 


Around town 


A OS A torimasu 
JtiOSS urimasu 
(in S 0 S A hajimarimasu 
(SOS'S tsukurimasu 
liSASS yomimasu 
fi)( A S S nomimasu 

lEASS kaemasu 
i(f SS kimasu 

!)§0SS kaerimasu 


7. MASSkaimasu 

8. ASSS kakimasu 

9. )/k S S S oyogimasu 

10. (SO' SS hakobimasu 

11. -brASS machimasu 

12. ALSS hanashimasu 

3. jlEASS tabemasu 

4. flESS nemasu 

3. (1* 0 S S hashirimasu 

4. L^AOSS shaberimasu 


P] 0 S S kirimasu 

(A § tsukuru, (AO SS tsukurimasu 
iSiiCj yornu, MASS yomimasu 
(IK kaku, ASSS kakimasu 
HXij nomu, ftXASS nomimasu 
AK iku, Ar#SS ikimasu 

MASS'S benkyo-suru, ((SJALSS benkyo-shimasu 
A -5 kuru, ASS kimasu 

^SS tabemasu 
!)§0SS kaerimasu 
IllSS nemasu 

A OSS narimasu 
Tt . OSS urimasu 
SXOSS torimasu 
W#SS kikimasu 
K?^SS arukimasu 
ULSS kashimasu 
aS L S S hanashimasu 
tlSS aimasu 

uverb 2. uverb 3. ruverb 
ruverb 10. ruverb 

1. e 2. f 3. a 4. d 


9. SElSS araimasu 

10. (#ASS machimasu 

11. St ASS mochimasu 

12. (A ASS yasumimasu 

13. (i : . A S S sumimasu 

14. 5E(dSS shinimasu 

15. JSO'SS erabimasu 

16. BSSSS hakobimasu 

4. ruverb 5. ruverb 


6. ruverb 7. uverb 


1 . (t # S Ar/c ikimasen 

2. ASS kimasu 


5. g 6. h 7. b 8. c 

3. It^SS ikimasu 

4. !® 0 S S A kaerimasu ka 


8. ru verb 
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410 


411 


412 


413 

414 


415 


416 


417 

418 


5 


51 


5-2 

5-3 

5-4 

5-5 

5-7 

5-8 

5-9 


1. if C til doko ni 

2. if C tPlC dokoka ni 

3. ifdfu&fr^S-tiA/ dokoni moikimasen 

1. /i /\ I (i X' M t£fr cf S Xf Kyo wa hon’ya ni ikimasu. 

2. i!SL/ctiif tltilfcfT cf SdfiAvo Ashita wa doko ni mo ikimasen. 

3. Ashita wa dokoka ni ikimasu ka. 

4. 7 f\ I (X if G tdf j‘X X X t>\ Kyo wa doko ni ikimasu ka. 

1. I often go to restaurants. 

2. I sometimes go to a department store. 

3. I go to a park once in a while. 

4. I don’t go to a library very often. 

5. I never go to karaoke. 

1. ikimasu 2. \ T if Xfir/c ikimasen 3. t J‘XXX ikimasu 

1. Why don’t we go to see a movie tonight? 

2. Why don’t we go for camping? 

3. Why don’t we go shopping on Saturday? 

4. Why don’t we go to buy a Japanese dictionary tomorrow? 

5. Why don’t we visit (go for fun) Okinawa next year? 

6. Why don’t we visit Mike’s home next week? 

1. Around what time shall we go? 

1 . 'X El ti X — > s — [df rtfXX t>\ Kyo wa supa ni ikimasu ka. 

2. feL/ititifilX'tilfTcfXXX'o Ashita wa dokoka ni ikimasu ka. 

3. ElXXdfT cf X df - hjfPo Rainen Nihon ni ikimasen ka. 

4. XX E d 7 X td (X X \ J‘XX X t>\ Resutoran ni wa yoku ikimasu ka. 

5. HltrifUcXifeSDlT^S'^Avo Toshokan ni wa amari ikimasen. 

6. X^IIltdfrilfXLX^o Koen ni ikimasho. 

1. fjlXkurumade 

2. 2^XilllP|iX basu to densha de 

3. ^XX aruite 

4. XX X — 1? takushi de 

5. Eds^X jitensha de 

1. 45 minutes 2. 25 minutes 3. bus and subway 

1. tonight, around 7 PM 

2. Takeshi, George, Takako, and Yukiko 

3. It’s great, indeed, right? 

4. Certainly fine! 

Talking about activities 

1. I will read a magazine. 

2. I will write a letter. 

3. I will watch a movie. 

4. I will play a game. 

5. I will play the piano. 

1. til ni 2. o 3. o 4. o 5. o 6. o 7. o 8. til ni 

1. td ni 2. X de 3. X de, til ni 4. td ni 5. X de 6. X' de 7. X de, X de 

1. X de, ?&. o 2. % o, X de 3. X de, td ni 4. X de 5. X de 6. ?&. o 

On weekends, I usually go shopping in the morning. I often go to a department store. Then I eat at a 
restaurant. Then I watch a movie at a movie theater. 

1. ?&. o 2. tf ga 3. tf ga, ?&. o, tf ga 4. ?&. o 

1. % o 2. id to 3. if to 4. t to, ^ o 5. if to, % o 

1. Mika’s mother 

2. breakfast on weekends 

3. Sunday lunch 
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510 

511 


512 


513 


515 


516 


517 


519 


6 


61 

6-2 

6-3 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5 . 

6 . 
7. 

1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 

1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

1 . 

2 . 

3. 


L/c tabemashita 
tabemasen 
aS L ^ ‘3* hanashimasu 

S V ^ nomanai 

otitltg. I'' utawanai 
minai 

/Ji 0 ft l ' hashiranai 
fP 0 ts. V ^ tsukuranai 
konai 


4. pj§ L ^ 'Qhj hanashimasen 

5. L^-liA/T'L/c shimasendeshita 

7. shinai 

8. ikanai 

9. i'/k/j'ftl ' oyoganai 

10. asobanai 

11. matanai 

12. MSc? hanasanai 


t> Ot’to Rainen Nihon ni iku tsumori desu. 

DT'"f’ 0 Daigakuin ni wa ikanai tsumori desu. 

I I IW I I ( d ji [/ [ j^j 7 i/t it'f c 'i-— 1 1' •S'Ofc OT'f,, Nichiyobi ni soji to sentaku to kaimono o suru 

tsumori desu. 

ii 0 Tj'f,, Konban wa nenai tsumori desu. 


katakana ga kakeru 
yO'llri't'S katakana de namae ga kakeru 
HAyAAot i6 0 kanji ga yomeru 
B^nn^sS'liT’S Nihon-go ga hanaseru 
I 1 4^wnTiii r i-t±<a NIhon-go de hanaseru 
T/0-5'0/OM / Ptl0 tenpura ga tsukureru 
cf § kuruma ga unten dekiru 


kaite 
tP'O T katte 
itte 
itte 

'h'“o T katte 


6. A /uT tonde 

7. cfc /bT' yonde 

8. 43cfcl'''b ; oyoide 

9. LTshite 
10. IfTkite 


A’3T < n/£ 21'' 0 Haitte kudasai. 

/Sc? l^o Suwatte kudasai. 

(A/bT' l \/c2t' l o Yasunde kudasai. 

<1<7) rAfi^iiA/bT' /c c: l Kono tegami o yonde kudasai. 
sk tc >fi TX /c c: l \ Mata kite kudasai. 

/£ c? l\j Tabako o suwanai de kudasai. 
L ^ 0 'T' ‘n ft $ l \, Shaberanai de kudasai. 

lip/)' !d LT ‘n ft $ l \> Shizuka ni shite kudasai. 


My younger sister is watching TV now. 

My older brother swims for one hour every morning. 

Mr. Tanaka has not come yet. 

My father has gone to Osaka. 

My older sister is already married. 

My younger brother has been playing a game since this morning continuously. 

She runs, plays tennis, and practices karate. 

He cooks. 

Takako is going to Ken’s house . 


Talking about people and things and their locations 

1. d 2. e 3. a 4. c 5. b 

1. b 2. c 3. d 4. a 5. f 6. e 

1. & 0 S ~f~ arimasu 

2. imasu 

3. imasu 

4. irasshaimasu 

5. <15 0 ^ arimasu 
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6-4 1. |§±|i|(i HC-tufe *9 S T t)\ Fujisan wa doko ni arimasu ka. 

2. Yamada-sannouchiniwainugaimasu. 

3. Tanaka-san wa doko ni imasu ka. 

4. Tanaka-san wa toshokan ni imasu. 

5. Asoko ni Meari-san ga imasu yo. 

6-5 1. terebi 2. reizoko 3. ^vy K beddo 4. In) f isu 5. A l tsukue 

6-7 1. cffeD^'^’o Maiku-san no uchi ni wa terebi ga san-dai arimasu. 

2. (Cliffy & 03: ~kt/u 0 Mori-san no uchi ni wa niwa ga arimasen. 

3. 4711 — |'4(/j'<£)0 IclTo Meari-san no uchi niwa chikashitsu ga arimasu. 

4. 4 3 — i/ <t}\jOTf) \ — I' ! d i i. i/t iff? HI 4 ')’l fx HI ff ' %b 0 S ■fir/u, Joji-san no apato ni wa sentakuki to 
kansoki ga arimasen. 

6-8 1. three 2. one 3. five 

6-10 1. Honbako wa tsukue no yoko ni arimasu. 

2. 0 S'^’o Tsukue wa mado no mae ni arimasu. 

3. S'f'o Jisho wa tsukue no hikidashi no naka ni arimasu. 

4. yyy — F 4) PhJ tc 0 S ffio Sofa wa tsukue to beddo no aida ni arimasu. 

6-11 1. Yubinkyoku wa daigaku no minami ni arimasu. 

2. l^X D Resutoran wa byoin to hon’ya no aida ni arimasu. 

3. Ginko wa shiyakusho no tonari ni arimasu. 

4. %bfly7 2 h (4 !d ii > D S Watashi no apato wa shogakko no chikaku ni arimasu. 

612 1. in the center of the town 

2. on Sakura Street 

3. five minutes by bicycle 

6-13 1. clCDMD ; &^'3'^" < \"tT'3T < N l\ Kono tori o massugu itte kudasai. 

2. 14 Ano kosaten o hidari ni magatte kudasai. 

3. > ^ Xfr Id T I Hc c: l \, Basu-te o sugite kudasai. 

4. V\, Ano hashi o watatte kudasai. 

5. Tii£ V\ Mit-tsu-me no kado o migi ni magatte kudasai. 

6-14 (D no, til ni, Id o, ff ga 

6-15 1. I have two younger sisters. 

2. I have two younger sisters and one younger brother. 

3. Do you have siblings, Ms. Yamada? (or Does Ms. Yamada have siblings?) 

4. I don’t have siblings. 

5. My older brother has a fiance. 

6. Mr. Chen has 30 cousins. 

616 1. none 2. only child 3. one 4. three 

6-17 1. I have three classes today. So I will not go to work. 

2. I have no job today. So why don’t we go shopping together? 

3. I have an interview and an exam tomorrow. So I cannot go anywhere today. 

6-18 1. Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 

2. Fridays 

3. from 5 PM to 10 PM 

6- 20 1. March 11,2011 

2. Pacific Ocean’s open sea, near Tohoku Region 

3. a huge tsunami, fires, and a nuclear power plant accident 

7 Describing things 

7- 1 1. IH L I'T' Hi Atarashii desu. (It’s new.) 

2. Kirei desu. (She is pretty.) 

3. (Cii Nigiyaka desu. (It’s crowded and lively.) 

4. Muzukashii desu. (It’s difficult.) 

5. Id I'Ll '~C'ffi ri Oishii desu. (It’s delicious.) 

7-2 1. furui desu 2. il/l'T'dl kitanai desu 3. ifrj l 'T ffi takai desu 4. iPILl'T'dl akarui 

desu 5. J\ $ I 'T' ffi okiidesu 
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7-3 1. L i if 0 Ie, atarashiku arimasen. (or l 'l 'X., %\ L i if l 'T 4*,, ie, atarashiku nai 

desu.) No, it is not new. 

2. I 'I 'X., i*iJf f J ' C N 0 S "tir /u o Ie, shizuka ja arimasen. (or l 'l 'X., I'ijlfj' C Y J ft l ''T'lb, Ie, shizukaja 
nai desu.) No, it is not quiet. 

3. I 'l 'X., 0 Sil/uo Ie, hiroku arimasen. (or l 'l 'X., CX if f ''TlC Ie, hiroku nai desu.) No, it is 

not spacious. 

7-4 ^tll^Kirei 


7-5 

7-6 


7-7 

7-9 


711 

712 
714 


716 


717 


718 


719 


7-21 

7-23 

7-24 


7-25 


1. if /uif donna 2. if “2 do 3. if/i/if Donna 

1. • s ?feDS'lirAvo Ie, shinsetsu ja arimasen. (orl''l' l X., ]|§f>0C^if l v (?"<bo Ie, shinsetsu 
ja nai desu.) 

2. IXXt, {J|C<(<jSDS'l4A/o Ie, yasashiku arimasen. (or l 'l 'X., M C i if f 'T"')!, Ie, yasashiku nai desu.) 

3. Ie, majime ja arimasen. (or Slf it) Lf if l iC Ie, majime 

ja nai desu.) 

4. I'l 'X., irpfj' C K J &) 0 X'ti'/u, Ie, shizuka ja arimasen. (or I'l 'X., iTffj' C if f '"CXi, Ie, shizukaja 
nai desu.) 

1. SfeSfe mama 2. df/u-tf/u zenzen 3. f > ,f f C chotto 4. CTt totemo 

1. jlf i/'rnjl'' se ga takai 
2 - 5 £>-i±Tl/' , S'S yasete imasu 

3. jt if' fell 'T'S kami ga mijikai desu 

4. se ga hikui desu 

if/nif donna, • 5 ^ > '5 Cl" 1 yasashii, SfeSfe mama 
1. Yes 2. No 3. Chinese 

1. Hokkaido has delicious food, hot springs, and ski areas. It is cool in summer and cold in winter. There is 
a famous Snow Festival in Sapporo. 

2. Yes. 

3. Kyoto has old temples and shrines. 

1. id l ' L if "0 fz T? oishikatta desu was delicious 

2. Sfh fj'-ofiT'X mazukatta desu was bad taste 

3. amakatta desu was sweet 

4. fm^ shiokarakatta desu was salty 

5. i*r 0 fj'cfc if f /ct? 'X kaori ga yokatta desu had nice aromas 

1. /i oishiku arimasendeshita (or id l ' L i if A' f fzTC oishiku nakattadesu) 

was not delicious 

2. $)D ^db/CC'C/c mazuku arimasendeshita (or XX" iif ifo/cT'sh mazuku nakattadesu) was 
not bad taste 

3. 1 rf>(iXfeDSdb/i/7?L/c suppaku arimasendeshita (or fh-oiT'iif /j'o/cT'^T suppaku nakattadesu) 
was not sour 

4. j^f feDS'lir/i/'C'L/c nigaku arimasendeshita (or i if if f /ct? if nigaku nakattadesu) was not 
bitter 

5. i if OXdb/oCCfc karaku arimasendeshita (or '|f if fj'-ofiT'X karaku nakattadesu) was not spicy 

1. katta desu 

2. inKfeD^db/uT'C/c takaku arimasendeshita (or if) <( if A' f) fcT'dl takaku nakatta desu) 

3. cfc A' o /XT' X yokatta desu 

1. I hate vegetables. However, my older sister loves vegetables. 

2. Ms. Yamada is good at playing the piano. 

3. My older brother is not good at talking with people. 

4. My older sister is good at playing tennis. She plays tennis with her friend every morning. 

1. car and smartphone 2. in his friend’s car 3. McDonald’s restaurant 

1. isT kite 2. Hi 'T haite 3. fpJf'NC kabutte 4. LT shite 

1. CCDfl— Kono koto wa naga-sugimasu. 

2. Kono doresu wa jimi-sugimasu. 

3. 'flsXli iDinf ^ '‘To Kono nekkuresu wa taka-sugimasu. 

1. Watashi wa kuro to aka ga suki desu. 

2. C d) b CY, if bf T dt- X L f~Z 0 Kono doresu o kite mimashita. 

3. C. ©X — b if (i l 'T Tt-T i if C l Kono sukato o haite mite kudasai. 

4. -C — — if j|V ^ L/Co Seta o kai-sugimashita. 
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7-26 


7-27 

7-28 

7-29 

7-30 

7- 32 

8 

81 

8 - 2 

8-3 


8-4 


8-5 


8-6 


1. We don’t have a black one. We have a green one. 

2. Please try it on. 

3. But it’s a little too small. 

1 . Ef- (C jozu ni skillfully 

2. fffifT'lH shizuka ni quietly 

3. 7jX hayaku early 

4. ^ L ib (C majime ni seriously 

5. JX yoku well 

1. You are a bit noisy. Could you study a bit more quietly, please? 

2. I cannot read it. Please write neatly. In addition, please write a bit bigger. 

3. The class is from 9 AM. Please come a bit earlier. 

4. I thought about it thoroughly. However, I plan not to do (take) this job. 

5. Could you be a bit more serious? 

1 . itf-A (C LT ‘n ft $ l \ Shizuka ni shite kudasai. 

2 . bPM-& cftlt/ HC LT Heya o kirei ni shite kudasai. 

3. <£? LftlfK TPIT'n Ashita hayaku kite kudasai. 

4. cfc< lijt/bT ‘s ft $ l \> Yoku yonde kudasai. 

1. L L> L ©7v dochira no ho 2. tif \ dare 3. M nani 4. L tl dore (because it’s a list of items) 

5. ft 0 yori 6. HE hodo 7. L M L ft L f ' to onaji gurai 

1. Chichi wa haha hodo yasashiku arimasen. 

2. l l l [i ; lunLI IftftnL, E L ft ©/ffthnl 'j’-TT fj\, Chugoku-go to Nihon-go to, dochira no ho ga kantan 
desu ka. 

3. Et> ^©/f/j'A^ftT'ft f)\, Kuruma to hikoki to, dochira no ho ga anzen desu ka. 

4. AXTjAfiO'L^ftftlsILftLl '(ni ft-T ft,, Katakana wa hiragana to onaji gurai kantan desu. 

5. IftiX-ft D iffP ittj f 'Tft,, Watashi wa chichi yori se ga takai desu. 

Making connections 

1. It's iku 2. ll’K/cfz nonda 3. ££^ft/j w :> ft tabenakatta 4. mfP'Z>fz takakatta 
5. cf til kirei datta 6. ft LL-^ ft fp'otz sushi ja nakatta 

1. !X/uTV''/c nonde ita 2. fftftftl ' nomenai (potential form) 3. (ft ft. ft!/' nomi-tai 
4. ]§£^sfti=? fz tabe-sugita 5. ftiTftft kite-miru 

1. fflfl "Aft, Watashi wa Nihon-go wa kantan da to omoimasu. 

2. IftAftft’ift ftftftf 'ALL Aft„ Watashi wa kanji wa kakenai to omoimasu. (or fl \ ! i ift A ft ' ft t f E 
ALL Aft/L,, Watashi wa kanji ga kakeru to omoimasen.) 

3. (fHf)C.0)-{z — ft — (i A ft 'EE EE LL ' S ft,, (Watashi wa) kono seta wa oki-sugiru to omoimasu. 

4. (fA(30<&©LXhftft©;§tA^(i:3ol Aft^/cALL Afto (Watashiwa) ano resutoran no 
tabemono wa oishikatta to omoimasu. 

5. LKitl© K LXiiirriftft E LLAT l A ft, Haha wa kono doresu wa takas-sugiru to omotte imasu. 

1. 0ft B^/cM©A(i0 ftvLTL/c 0 Kino kita otoko no hito wa Nihon-jin deshita. The man who came 
(here) yesterday was Japanese. 

2. Iftftftf'o/ftC/uA L dftol/' Lft w 3 /cTft, Haha ga tsukutta tenpura wa oishikatta desu. The tempura 
my mother made was delicious. 

3. EUffhft AftiBft BittTl HfTl Afto Tanaka-san wakino kite ita yofuku o kyo mo kite 

imasu. Mr. Tanaka is wearing the clothes that he was wearing yesterday today also. 

1. ft> LA T 3 — tl — ft (ft AT l 'E)\IE E\G) If 'tfEC' ft, Asoko de kohl o nonde iru hito wa watashi no 
tomodachi desu. 

2. ft ' Lft I - H '7 tz ft ( ft ft <( 0 ft ft A,, Watashi ga kyonen katta kuruma wa yoku arimasen. (or . . . 
ft f ft l A To . . . yoku nai desu.) 

3. A © ft ( i; ft f ) ft [#] TjL tz ft T A, Ano inu wa watashi ga senshu koen de mita inu desu. 

1. AftJ fn (ft? ft E AT To Raigetsu kekkon suru n desu. 

2. A>:riift>ftl''ATfto O-kane ga nai n desu. (Remember that E)E aru is a slightly irregular u verb in that 
its nai form is just ft© nai.) 

3. jf 'EEt iLf ft tz AT To Kaisha o yameta n desu. 

4. ft © X ( ft ft' Lift ft AT ft, , Watashi no chichi wa kankoku-jin na n desu. 
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8-7 


8-8 


810 


812 


813 


814 

815 

816 


817 

818 


819 


1. if"? Doshite hoteru o kyanseru shita n desu ka. Whydidyou 

cancel the hotel (reservation)? 

2. iff) LTzyfil ft Hift'/ ''AJV'f' t)\ Doshite kaigi ni denai n desu ka. Why are you not attending the 
conference? 

3. if"? LT|IlH$/ft©lii'&Hft ) ft/^-3ftAft:'ir f)\, Doshite Yamada-san no kuruma o kawanakatta n 
desuka. Why didn’t you buy Ms. Yamada’s car? 

4. if f LT l '-S/eT'ft ti'o Doshite Kankoku-go o benkyo shite iru n desu ka. Why are 

you studying Korean? 

1. M -f t ) ' L l ftj ' 0 'C fti , Kanji ga muzukashii kara desu. It is because kanji is hard. 

2. feaz^ft V 'ft O-kane ga naikara desu. It is because I don’t have money. 

3. iftC t [i h f) ' "D Tz f ) ' 0 ft ft, Totemo takakatta kara desu. It is because it was very expensive. 

4. D ft t l ft ft ft ft ft 'ftc ft 0 ft ' ft Amari kirei ja nakatta kara desu. It is because it was not very 
pretty. 

1. E|ftfttftc>ftfti;ft<|jf);i£ftfto Nihon ni itta koto ga arimasu ka. 

2. XI s'J'V hfj — Kftifft K L/cil ftftJj 0 Sft tP o Kurejittokado o nakushita koto ga arimasu ka. 

3. ^\U ftftX — ft ft ft 0 ft fp ft 0 ft ft ft 0 Herikoputa ni notta koto ga arimasu ka. 

4. Xftftlftil ftftft D ft ft ft G Miyazaki Hayao no anime o mitakoto ga arimasu ka. 

1. Mike, have you been to Japan? 

2. He was saying that it was very small. 

3. I am thinking of staying there also. ( I’d like to stay there also.) 

1. It will probably be cloudy all day today. 

2. It will probably rain tomorrow afternoon. 

3. It will probably snow tomorrow evening. 

4. It will probably be clear this weekend. 

1. Hide 2. ftD ari 3. seki 4. jiijl'' itai 

1. yes 2. yes 3. no 4. possibly pneumonia 

1. BftHIixUf ftH^TliillftftTliEft Lft 0 Kino wa terebio mite shukudai o shite nemashita. I watched 
TV and did my homework yesterday. 

2. ft LfttftiiHftft LThI 'ftjft LTlftftft Lftfto Ashita wa soji o shite kaimono o shite ryori o 
shimasu. I will go shopping and cook tomorrow. 

3. W f X ft/ftftftiftclft T(iLf 'Cfto ill 'l 'ftft,, Maiku-san wa atama ga yokute yasashikute 
kakkoiidesu. Mike is smart, kind, and good-looking. 

4. Xft U — ft ft(ft ft til 'ftO/ift l 'l 'ft ft, Meari-san wa kirei de atama ga ii desu. Mary is pretty and 
smart. 

5. il<ft)ftX H'^f/tQftLtirnK ts. ‘s ft ft 1 ' L l 'ft ft, Kono resutoran no sushi wa takaku nakute oishii 
desu. This restaurant’s sushi is not expensive and delicious. 

1. If ft ja nakute 2. ftftftl'ft abinai de 3. ftft f ft konakute 

4. ftft>ftl''ft suwanai de 5. ftft0tlft'\ft okirarenakute 

1. ^iKl[MlftrM'3ft < \/£ft Ift Watashi ni kiite katte kudasai. 

o arawanai de tabenai de kudasai. 

3. f ft ftft 0)3-y J L ft„ Atama ga itakute kusuri o nomimashita. 

1. ft l' 0 f ft 0 S ft /eft' L ft //' fiftl S L ft 0 Oishiku arimasendeshita ga tabemashita. 

2. ft(iftftl^ft'ft/^i|ftt!i;iIft'fto Mika-sanwa kirei desu gaijiwaru desu. 

3. I 1 40inft/ft@;ftfftl ft l '/oft ft fP if 0 fill/ ' S ft 0 V, Nihon-go no shiken o uketai n desu ga do 
omoimasu ka. 

4. 3 IK ft !);1 L l 'ftft /j'04f^<:ftft'ft0ft>tj 0 ftft,, San-kyu wa muzukashii desu kara yon-kyu o ukeru 
tsumori desu. 

5. ft Lft ftft ftl I I'l 1 ft /oft ft; ft ft ftl I ll I I ft/uftftiftft/ofto Ashita uchi ni Tanaka- san ga kimasu ga 
Yamada-san mo kimasen ka. 
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